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Key 

Symbol Strategy Teacher should: Pupil should: 

  

 

•Circulate the classroom as pupils complete questions. 

•Record/note common misconceptions. 

•  

•Answer questions in silence. 

•  

•  

•  

  

Reads 

•Manage a whole class reading session 

•Model reading aloud a sentence or two. 

•Call children’s names, to indicate that they should read aloud a 

sentence or two, then switch. 

•Define key words as you encounter them. 

•

 reading aloud. 

•Be ready to read aloud when name is called. 

•Ask if you are unsure of the meanings of any words. 

  

Find  

the 

Answer 

•Read the question aloud. 

•

 

•

 

•

  

•

 

•  

  

Story 

•The teacher should use narrative to reveal a key events or 

processes. 

•This retelling should be performative, exciting, memorable and 

clearly sequenced. 

•  

•  

•  

  

Talk 

•  

•

 

•

 

•Turn and face your partner. 

•  

•  

•Build on each other’s responses 

  

Analyse 

the 

Source 

•  

•Model looking closely/reading carefully 

•

 

•Look closely at the source. 

•  

•

 

  

Thinking 

•

 independently answer. 

•

 

•  

•Read the question carefully. 

•

 

•  

•Edit and improve answer based on feedback. 

  
Plot  

the  

Data 

•Provide pupils with some data which they need to organise 

graphically. 

•  

•  

•Record it in the set format (e.g. a graph or a timeline). 

  

Writes 

•Explain to pupils that they need to give a written response. 

•May need to model an example, a sentence opening, or jot key 

words. 

•Pupils should provide a written response to a question. 

•This could be a word, full sentence or paragraph 

•Use technical vocabulary where possible. 

  

Redraft 

•Display a great example of written work from a pupil, or a 

common mistake. 

•Explain what is great / weak about the answer. 

•  

•  

•Discuss/consider what is great / weak about it. 

•Compare to your own answer. 

•Edit your own response to improve it. 

  

Debate  

It 

•  

•  

•Probe and challenge pupils’ assertions 

•  

•

 

•Respond to challenges from peers. 

  

This 

Reminds 

Me 

•

 

•

 

•Pupils should be encouraged to make links from previous units 

and share  

•Pupils should explain how previous learning links. 

•
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Topic Overview 

Lesson 
Question 

Learning 
Objective 

Learning Review 

What was the 

purpose of the 

Versailles 

treaty? 

Judge whether 

the Treaty of 

Versailles was a 

punishment or 

for peace. 

1 ___________________________________________________ 

2 ___________________________________________________ 

3 ___________________________________________________ 

What could save 

Germany after 

the ruin caused 

by the Great 

War? 

Explain why the 

German people 

started to 

support the Nazi 

Party. 

1 ___________________________________________________ 

2 ___________________________________________________ 

3 ___________________________________________________ 

Who was Adolf 

Hitler and why 

was he so angry? 

Compare the 

interpretations of 

Adolf Hitler. 

1 ___________________________________________________ 

2 ___________________________________________________ 

3 ___________________________________________________ 

Why were the 

Jewish people 

persecuted? 

Identify the 

change and 

continuity of anti-

semitism in 

Germany. 

1 ___________________________________________________ 

2 ___________________________________________________ 

3 ___________________________________________________ 

How did the 

Nazis control 

the people? 

Analyse the 

Sources on the 

Gestapo. 

1 ___________________________________________________ 

2 ___________________________________________________ 

3 ___________________________________________________ 

What was life 

like in the 

ghettos? 

Research the 

living conditions 

in the ghettos. 

1 ___________________________________________________ 

2 ___________________________________________________ 

3 ___________________________________________________ 

Who were the 

Einsatzgruppen? 

Identify the 

methods and 

consequences of 

the death squads. 

1 ___________________________________________________ 

2 ___________________________________________________ 

3 ___________________________________________________ 

What was life 

like in the 

camps? 

Describe the 

concentration 

camps. 

1 ___________________________________________________ 

2 ___________________________________________________ 

3 ___________________________________________________ 

What do 

survivors tell us 

about the 

Holocaust? 

Compare the 

experiences of 

Holocaust 

survivors. 

1 ___________________________________________________ 

2 ___________________________________________________ 

3 ___________________________________________________ 
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Knowledge Organiser 

IMPORTANT 
DATES 

1918 = Hitler injured in WWI 

1919 Jan = Spartacist Uprising 

1919 June = Treaty of Versailles 

1919 Sep = Hitler joins the Nazis 

1920 = Kapp Putsch 

1923 Jan = French invade 

Germany 

1923 Nov = Hyperinflation in 

Germany 

1923 Nov = Munich Putsch 

1924 = Hitler sent to prison 

1929 = Wall Street Crash 

1933 Jan = Hitler elected as 

Chancellor of Germany 

1933 Mar = Enabling Act 

1935 = Nuremberg Laws 

1938 = Kristallnacht 

1939 Sep = Second World War 

begins 

1939 Sep = Einsatzgruppen 

deployed 

1939 Oct = Ghetto system starts 

1942 = Final solution begins 

FAMOUS SOURCE 
Nature = a photograph captioned: “Forcibly pulled out of bunkers” 
Origin = taken in 1943 by the Nazi propaganda unit in Poland  
Purpose = The photo was part of a report to show how the 
German Army was dealing with Jewish people in occupied Poland. 
The photo was supposed to show how German soldiers were 
willing to do anything to win the war, including being aggressive to 
women and children. However, the photo has become famous as 
evidence of Nazi war crimes. 

How did the Holocaust happen? 
After the First World War, the leaders of the winning countries wanted to make 

sure a war would never happen again. The leaders of 27 countries met in Paris, 

France and signed the Treaty of Versailles. It was designed to keep the peace but it 

punished Germany by taking some of their land and resources. 
1. What was the Treaty of Versailles? 

Some Germans were angry at their government for signing the Treaty of Versailles 

and the effects of the war and the treaty were causing lots of problems in Germany. 

As a result there were riots and rebellions against the government. One group that 

said they had the answers to Germany’s problems were the NSDAP or “Nazi” Party. 

Their new leader, Adolph Hitler was a veteran from the war and a very good public 

speaker. Hitler’s speeches were filled with hatred, anger, and patriotism. The Nazis 

tried to take over Germany by force in 1923 but they failed and Hitler was sent to 

jail, there he wrote his book “Mein Kampf” (My Struggle).  
2. Why did people listen to Adolf Hitler? 

In 1929, the Wall Street Crash destroyed the American economy and as a result, it 

also ruined anyone that traded or borrowed from the USA, including Germany. The 

German people became desperate and they started voting for radical parties like the 

Nazis and the Communists. Adolf Hitler was elected in January 1933 with a 

promise to make Germany great again. 
3. Why did the German people vote for the Nazis? 

Hitler blamed all of Germany’s problems on other countries and the Jewish people. 

Hitler turned being Jewish into a race of people rather than a religious group. Hitler 

started to pass laws to restrict the freedom of Jews living inside Germany, these 

were called the “Nuremberg Laws” and included banning Jewish people from 

marrying non-Jewish people. 
4. What racist ideas did Hitler have? 

When the Nazis invaded eastern Europe they suddenly had more Jewish people 

living in their territory. Different methods were used such as forcing the people to 

live in smaller areas of cities called “ghettos”. The Nazis also sent death squads called 

“Einsatzgruppen” to round up and kill Jewish civilians. As the war continued, the 

Nazis decided in 1942 a “Final Solution” to deal with the Jewish people. The Nazis 

built large death camps near to railway lines away from urban areas. In these killing 

centres the Nazis killed and destroyed the bodies of over 6,000,000 (six million) 

human beings. 
5. What methods did the Nazis use to kill Jewish people? 
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1. What was the purpose of the Versailles treaty? 

DO  NOW  TASK: 

1. Who was Austria-Hungary’s ally in the First World War? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How did women in Britain help during the First World War? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Which word in the title is a place in France? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Which of the following are true about Adolf Hitler in the First World War? 

A) He was in charge of Germany. 

B) He was injured in a gas attack. 

C) He enjoyed the military life and was seen as “odd” by the other soldiers. 

D) He won a medal for bravery. 

At the end of the First World War 

Germany had signed an “armistice”. This 

is not the same as a “surrender” and the 

German Army didn’t think it had ever 

been beaten by their enemies. Also, the 

British, French, and American forces had 

only reached Germany itself in one 

location. However, Germany could not 

go on because its economy and food 

supplies were in chaos and its people 

were tired of war. Some German soldiers 

and sailors had even stopped following 

orders.  

Now the war was over, the countries of 

the world had to decide what would 

happen next. They had many things to 

think about: What should they do with 

Germany? How could they avoid another war in the future? How were they going to rebuild 

their economies? How were they going to look after all of the disabled veterans and the 

families who had lost loved ones? What should the map of Europe look like now the war was 

over? 

The representatives of 27 countries met in France’s capital city, Paris in a palace called 

“Versailles” to discuss, debate, and decide on a peace treaty that would hopefully solve all 

of their issues. 

They failed. 

Within twenty years there would be another, more destructive war. So what went wrong? 
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Match the clauses of the treaty with their effect on Germany. 

Having to admit that Germany started the war…           …it was a vast sum and it ruined Germany. 

 

Paying £6,600 million reparations…                               …France was Germany's greatest enemy. 

 

No air force, tiny army and navy…                             …this was land which was part of Germany 

 

No soldiers in the Rhineland…                   …it meant that Germany could not produce enough food. 

 

Losing farmland to Poland…                    …the Germans believed that the Russians started the war. 

 

Giving land to France…                                     …German speaking people lived in both countries. 

 

Not being allowed to unite with Austria…                                      …it harmed German industry. 

 

Losing Saar coalfield for 15 years…           …it left Germany defenceless against even small countries. 

CHALLENGE:  

Was there anything they agreed on? 

______________________________________________________________________________

1. What was the purpose of the Versailles treaty? 

Woodrow Wilson (USA) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Georges Clemenceau (France) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

David Lloyd George (Great Britain) 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Watch the video and write down what each of the “Big Three” leaders wanted. 
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1. What was the purpose of the Versailles treaty? 

What can you learn from the Source? 

Content 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

Context 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

Nature __________________________________            

Origin __________________________________ 

Purpose_________________________________ 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________
SOURCE: a cartoon published in a British newspaper in May 1919. It was 

meant to show the problems with the new Treaty of Versailles. 

For each clause of the treaty, decide whether you think it was designed to 

punish Germany or to make peace. Tick the box you agree with most. 

In
tr

o
d
u
ct

io
n
 

In 1919, after four years of war, the great powers gathered in Versailles to discuss the peace treaty that would officially 

end the conflict. Ten million men had lost their lives, double that had been killed by the influenza epidemic that was 

sweeping through Europe and the great empires were either bankrupt or in ruins. In this climate the conference in 

Versailles had to create a peace to finally settle “the war to end all wars”. The terms of the treaty dealt with different 

demands and desires of the victorious powers (France, Britain, USA), some were to secure peace and others were to 

punish the defeated nations. 

1. Firstly, Germany was forced to admit starting the war and accept the “War Guilt Clause”; all the other parts of the 

treaty were allowed because of this blame. The reality was that all the European powers were responsible for the start of 

the war it was simply Germany that widened the conflict through the Schlieffen Plan. However, by blaming Germany, the 

victorious powers were able to take money, land, people, and weapons away from them in the name of justice and 

peace. 

2. Reparations were set at £6.6 billion, this money had to be paid by Germany to the victorious powers. This bill crippled 

Germany at a time when she too needed to rebuild after the war. The German people suffered so that Britain, France, 

and America could receive their compensation. The full amount could never be paid; it put Germany into debt for life 

and was hated by the Germans. 

1. Firstly, Germany was forced to admit starting the war and accept the “War Guilt Clause”; all the other parts of the 

treaty were allowed because of this blame. The German government had acted aggressively and invaded neutral 

Belgium. This behaviour had to be highlighted as a crime to stop it happening again. 

2. Reparations were set at £6.6 billion, this money had to be paid by Germany to the victorious powers. The money and 

resources provided were used to rebuild after the war. Pensions paid to widows, war hospitals funded for long-term care 

and the system of trenches and unexploded bombs had to be removed from Northern France. The reparations bill also 

prevented Germany from becoming strong after the war to make sure she could never again be a threat to Europe. 

W
ar

 G
u
ilt

 
R

e
p
ar

at
io

n
s 
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1. What was the purpose of the Versailles treaty? 

For each clause of the treaty, decide whether you think it was designed to 

punish Germany or to make peace. Tick the box you agree with most. 

6. The settlement took the Saar coalfield (major industrial area) from Germany and gave it to France. This land had never 

been French and was taken by a greedy France that could use it boost its own power and wealth. Germany was crippled 

without the region and it made the paying back of reparations even more difficult. 

5. The treaty of Versailles made it clear that Germany was not to join with the new small state of Austria (Anschluss). Never 

again were the Germanic people allowed to make alliances and dominate Europe. Both Germany and Austria were to 

be weak states that others could give orders to. 

3. Another clause in the treaty of Versailles was that Germany’s army and navy were reduced to the minimum needed to 

defend their country. In fact, the treaty limited so much that Germany was unable to maintain order on the streets and 

many rebellions occurred after the war. France was able to “invade” German mining areas when she failed to pay a 

reparation bill; the German army was too weak to resist. 

4. German land was taken away and given to France, Poland, and Czechoslovakia. This part of the treaty left thousands 

of German people living inside new countries and took away important industrial areas. The treaty yet again weakened 

Germany, this time in territory. 

3. Another clause in the treaty of Versailles was that Germany’s army and navy were reduced to the minimum needed to 

defend their country. The Peacemakers decided that Germany should not be allowed a large army and navy that she 

could use against the new small European nations in the East. It was militarism that had led Europe to war, now the major 

powers would try to disarm, starting with Germany. 

4. German land was taken away and given to France, Poland, and Czechoslovakia. This land was used to set up the new 

European nations based on nationality not large empires. The land given to France was mostly land that had been stolen 

by Germany after the earlier war of 1870-71 (Alsace Lorraine). Finally the Polish, Hungarian, and Czechoslovakian people 

had their own countries; this policy was called “self determination” and was hoped to prevent wars between ethnic 

groups. 

5. The treaty of Versailles made it clear that Germany was not to join with the new small state of Austria (Anschluss). By 

keeping Germany and Austria as weak as their neighbours in Europe they were less likely to start a war against them. 

6. The settlement took the Saar coalfield (major industrial area) from Germany and gave it to France. The aim was to allow 

France to use the resources to rebuild after the war and then for the region to be given back to Germany 15 years later. 

France didn’t want Germany to become an industrial nation again as it was this power that had led to war. 

7. Finally, Germany was not allowed to station any troops in the “Rhineland”, this was the border area with France. This 

was a disgrace to Germany and made her weaker still. The message was clear: “we can invade your nation whenever 

we want, you must behave and not make us angry”. 

7. Finally, Germany was not allowed to station any troops in the “Rhineland”, this was the border area with France. France 

would not be threatened by Germany on her northern border, therefore France wouldn’t need to build up forces herself 

and the policy of disarmament could take place. 

Write a conclusion to your essay. Decide which side of the argument you 

agree with overall and support it with your main point. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

B
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2. What could save Germany after the ruin caused by the Great War? 

DO  NOW  TASK: 

1. What caused most injuries on the Western Front in the First World War? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How much money (in pounds) was Germany forced to pay in reparations after the war? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why was the “First World War” called the “Great War” at the time? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Which of these are accurate terms of the Treaty of Versailles? 

A) Germany was not allowed to unite with Austria. 

B) Germany had to give lots of its land to create new countries like Poland and Czechoslovakia. 

C) Germany wasn’t allowed an air force or any submarines. 

D) Germany was controlled by a government from Britain, the USA, and France. 

What problem is shown in each of these pictures? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

CHALLENGE: 

Why are bank notes worth anything? 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 
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Use the information here to complete the table on the following page. 

2. What could save Germany after the ruin caused by the Great War? 

4. Inflation caused prices to rise faster and faster. 

Money became almost worthless. This billion mark note 
would have been worth a fortune before the war but by 

1923 it was worthless. 

5. Many Germans felt let down by the weak 

government. They hated the Treaty of 
Versailles and felt the government should do 

more to stop inflation and unemployment. To 
protest, they went on strike and supported more 
radical political parties. 

6. Inflation caused money 

to become worthless. 
People lost all of their 

savings. Some people 
used the worthless bank 
notes as wallpaper or 
burnt it as fuel to heat 

their homes instead. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Frarehistoricalphotos.com%2Fbanknotes-german-hyperinflation-1923%2F&psig=AOvVaw1lfWlaytJEOmSF0Vs0JCh6&ust=1589543970289000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPi__fGms-kCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ
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2. What could save Germany after the ruin caused by the Great War? 

 What was happening in Germany after the First World War? 

Jobs 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Money 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Law and order 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Use the information on the previous page to complete this table. 

Give as much detail as you can. 

German Politics Gets Radical 

Because of the terrible conditions in Germany at this time and problems the people were facing, many 

extreme, radical political parties began to make simple promises to solve the situation. The Communist 

Party (KPD) said that all property and belongings should be stolen from the rich and shared out to 

everybody. The fascists said that they would solve Germany’s problems by building up the military and 

making the country stronger again whilst getting rid of enemies within the country. One political party 

called the NSDAP had a leader who gave passionate speeches and had written a book all about what he 

thought would solve Germany’s problems. The group was called the Nazi Party and their leader was 

Adolf Hitler. 

Get rid of the Treaty of Versailles! 

Bring back law and order! 

Make Germany powerful! 

Create jobs! 

NAZI PROMISES 
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2. What could save Germany after the ruin caused by the Great War? 

Complete the tasks below to find out if the Nazi Party kept their promises. 

Undo Versailles? 

The treaty of Versailles banned Germany 

from uniting with Austria, putting troops in 

the Rhineland, and protected the new 

countries such as Czechoslovakia. 

As you can see from the map, in 1936 

German soldiers marched into the 

Rhineland (yellow). Hitler joined Germany 

and Austria in 1938 (light brown) known as 

the “Anschluss”. Also in 1938, Germany 

demanded (and was given) the Sudetenland 

in Czechoslovakia, the following year they 

took the entire western section of the new 

country (dark brown). At no stage did 

Britain, the USA, or France do anything to 

stop them or defend the treaty. 

Complete the gap fill below: 

Law and Order? 

The streets were _____ as police were reinforced with Nazi SA and SS 

troops. Loyal _________ would inform the ______ police about any 

criminals and they were taken away to _________. 
 

Germans    prison    safer   secret 

Match up the number to the correct type of military assets. 

Make Germany Powerful?                                                             (by 1939) 
 

67       new tanks 

2,500      new submarines 

200,000      new war planes 

2,500      new troops / soldiers 

Match up the picture to the correct type of jobs created. 

Create Jobs? 

2000km of new motorway built (construction jobs) 

 

Making weapons provided jobs in factories 

 

Jobs offered in the military 
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2. What could save Germany after the ruin caused by the Great War? 

The Catch - match the “catch” with the Nazi promise. 

Undo Versailles        New jobs        Law & Order      Make Germany powerful 

Women and Jewish people were taken out of their 

jobs. These positions were then given to white 
German men. This helped the Nazis keep their 
promise of 100% employment in Germany. 

 

Any opponents of the Nazi party were simply arrested 

and imprisoned without trial. Large prison camps were 
built for these “political criminals”.  

Hitler built up the military to conquer Europe. The 

German people didn’t know he planned another world 
war that would risk the safety of the country. 

 

By breaking the terms of Versailles, the Nazis 

threatened world peace. Germany had no respect for 
the new independent nations in the East such as 
Poland, and Czechoslovakia. 

 

CHALLENGE:  

Did the Nazi Party keep their promises to the German people? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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Why did Germans start to support the Nazi Party? 

Write your answer in a full paragraph. 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

2. What could save Germany after the ruin caused by the Great War? 
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3. Who was Adolf Hitler and why was he so angry? 

DO  NOW  TASK: 

1. What group did Emmeline Pankhurst create in 1903? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How did the Nazis create jobs and reduce unemployment in Germany? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why does “Adolf” and “Hitler” begin with capital letters in the title? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Which of these are true about Germany after the First Word War? 

A) People lost all of their savings. 

B) There were uprisings and riots in the streets. 

C) Many Germans lived in new countries because the borders had changed. 

D) Germans were happy about being blamed for the First World War (War Guilt Clause 231). 

Which Interpretation will be the most entertaining and which one will be 

more accurate?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHALLENGE: 

Can you explain why? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Hitler’s Childhood 
Adolf had an unhappy childhood, his alcoholic father used to beat him and his mother. His 
younger brother died from measles aged six and his father died in a local tavern (collapsed 

due to his lung disease) in 1903. Adolf loved his mother very much, unfortunately she was 
diagnosed with breast cancer by their family doctor (who was Jewish), when Adolf was 18 
years old. After a very painful illness, Adolf’s mother died. Adolf had cared for her during her 
illness and was grief-stricken at her passing. 
Hitler in Vienna 
Adolf went to Vienna in 1908 to try and become a famous artist; it was the capital of the 

great Austro-Hungarian Empire and was a grand, multi-cultural city as a result. He was free 
to follow his dream due to the death of his parents and the inheritance that he received. 
Adolf lived in an apartment with his friend from Lindz, slept late, dressed like an artist during 
the day whilst sight-seeing, dressed like a gentleman at night and went to many operas. 
During this time he would talk a great deal about politics and his grand ideas, read books on 
philosophy, but made no effort to get a regular job, considering himself far above such things. 

He was rejected by art schools because he failed the entrance exams. 
Adolf spent his inheritance, couldn’t pay his bills and so began sleeping rough. He eventually 
ended up in a homeless shelter run by nuns. He left Vienna when he was 24 to avoid military 
service in the Austrian Army. 
Hitler in the Army 
Adolf returned to Germany just in time for the First World War to be declared in 1914. 

Adolf decided to join the army and was excited about the opportunity. He was a scruffy 
soldier and was considered “odd” by his peers and superiors alike. However, he was very 
lucky and brave. On more than one occasion he escaped injury despite those around him 
being hurt or killed and he volunteered for dangerous assignments. He received the Iron 
Cross for bravery from a Jewish officer (although the heritage of the officer was covered up 
later).  
He was wounded twice, the first time at the Battle of the Somme when shrapnel hit his leg. 

He was sent back to Berlin to recover, where he saw the amount of anti-war feeling in 
German cities. Adolf blamed this on Jews spreading rumours and discontent. He was so 
angry that he requested to be sent back to the front line. Hitler was injured again as a result 
of a British gas attack. The war ended before he could return to his army unit; the news 
being delivered by a priest to the hospital Hitler was in. Adolf became filled with hate 
towards those he blamed for Germany’s defeat, not the soldiers, but the politicians; who in 

Hitler’s mind were all Communists and Jews. 
Hitler’s Early Role in the Party 
Adolf was asked by the army to infiltrate radical groups when he returned to Munich after 
the war. One group was the German Workers’ Party (DAP). He liked the meetings so 
much; he joined them in September 1919. In February 1920, Hitler helped to write a set of 
aims for the DAP with the leader, Anton Drexler. They included: scrapping Versailles, 

INTERPRETATION: A film made in 2003 by a Canadian 

production company. The historian Ian Kershaw (a specialist 

on Hitler) was hired as an advisor, but he quit the project 

when he read the final script. 

INTERPRETATION: Written in 2017 using a cross-reference 

of BBC History, Wikipedia, Spartacus, and the History Channel 

websites. 
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3. Who was Adolf Hitler and why was he so angry? 

Hitler’s Childhood 

Adolf had an unhappy childhood, his alcoholic father used to beat 
him and his mother. His younger brother died from measles aged 

six and his father died in a local tavern (collapsed due to his lung 
disease) in 1903. Adolf loved his mother very much, 

unfortunately she was diagnosed with breast cancer by their 
family doctor (who was Jewish), when Adolf was 18 years old. 

After a very painful illness, Adolf’s mother died. Adolf had cared 
for her during her illness and was grief-stricken at her passing. 

Cross-referenced with the movie (0:00-4:50) 

Does the film show the same information? 
Yes / No 

If no, how is it different? 
 

 
Why do you think it’s been altered in the movie? 

Hitler in Vienna 

Adolf went to Vienna in 1908 to try and become a famous artist; 
it was the capital of the great Austro-Hungarian Empire and was 

a grand, multi-cultural city as a result. He was free to follow his 
dream due to the death of his parents and the inheritance that he 

received. Adolf lived in an apartment with his friend from Lindz, 
slept late, dressed like an artist during the day whilst sight-seeing, 

dressed like a gentleman at night and went to many operas. 
During this time he would talk a great deal about politics and his 

grand ideas, read books on philosophy, but made no effort to get 
a regular job, considering himself far above such things. He was 

rejected by art schools because he failed the entrance exams. 
Adolf spent his inheritance, couldn’t pay his bills and so began 

sleeping rough. He eventually ended up in a homeless shelter run 
by nuns. He left Vienna when he was 24 to avoid military service 

in the Austrian Army. 

Cross-referenced with the movie (4:50-9:07) 

Does the film show the same information? 
Yes / No 

If no, how is it different? 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Why do you think it’s been altered in the movie? 

Hitler in the Army 

Adolf returned to Germany just in time for the First World War 
to be declared in 1914. Adolf decided to join the army and was 

excited about the opportunity. He was a scruffy soldier and was 
considered “odd” by his peers and superiors alike. However, he 

was very lucky and brave. On more than one occasion he 
escaped injury despite those around him being hurt or killed and 

he volunteered for dangerous assignments. He received the Iron 
Cross for bravery from a Jewish officer (although the heritage of 

the officer was covered up later). He was wounded twice, the 
first time at the Battle of the Somme when shrapnel hit his leg. 

He was sent back to Berlin to recover, where he saw the 
amount of anti-war feeling in German cities. Adolf blamed this on 

Jews spreading rumours and discontent. He was so angry that he 
requested to be sent back to the front line. Hitler was injured 

again as a result of a British gas attack. The war ended before he 
could return to his army unit; the news being delivered by a 

priest to the hospital Hitler was in. Adolf became filled with hate 
towards those he blamed for Germany’s defeat, not the soldiers, 

but the politicians; who in Hitler’s mind were all Communists 
and Jews. 

Cross-referenced with the movie (9:07-18:40) 

Does the film show the same information? 
Yes / No 

If no, how is it different? 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Why do you think it’s been altered in the movie? 

Hitler’s Early Role in the Party 

Adolf was asked by the army to infiltrate radical groups when he 
returned to Munich after the war. One group was the German 

Workers’ Party (DAP). He liked the meetings so much; he joined 
them in September 1919. In February 1920, Hitler helped to 

write a set of aims for the DAP with the leader, Anton Drexler. 
They included: scrapping Versailles, expanding Germany’s 

borders and banning Jews from being German citizens. With 
Hitler’s passionate public speaking, and public anger at the 

Weimar government before Stresemann, membership of the 
Party grew. Hitler convinced the leader to change the group’s 

name to the “Nazi” Party, introduced the raised arm salute, 
designed the swastika emblem, and became the official leader of 

the Party in 1921. Drexler and the other leading Nazi members 
tried to stop Adolf taking full power, but when he threatened to 

leave the Party - plus the fact he had powerful allies such as 
Röhm and the storm troopers – they accepted his complete 

control. 

Cross-referenced with the movie (21:17-27-40 & 47:20-50) 

Does the film show the same information? 
Yes / No 

If no, how is it different? 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Why do you think it’s been altered in the movie? 

Compare the two interpretations. 
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1. Why was Hitler so angry by the time he became a politician? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

1. Why does the historical film not show exactly what happened? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

2. What makes the Interpretation B (the text) so accurate?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

3. Who was Adolf Hitler and why was he so angry? 
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DO  NOW  TASK: 

1. From what continent did the British take people from, to sell them as slaves? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What political party did Hitler become the leader of? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Which word in the title means “attack someone because of their race, beliefs, or background”? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Which of these are reasons Adolf Hitler hated Jewish people? 

A) Jewish children had bullied him at school. 

B) Hitler didn’t take responsibility for his actions, he had to blame other factors. 

C) The doctor who treated his mother was Jewish - Hitler blamed him for her death. 

D) There was lots of anti-semitic messages in politics and the media as Hitler was growing up. 

In 1924, Adolf Hitler was sent to prison for trying to start a revolution. 

While in prison, he wrote a book called “Mein Kampf” which means “My 

Struggle” in German. The book put into words all of Hitler’s ideas, anger, 

and plans for Germany. Unlike what we are taught in the modern world: 

that all humans are equal; Hitler believed there was a hierarchy of races. 

He put the racial groups of the world into a rank order and at the bottom 

of this order was the Jewish people - this is made even stranger by the 

fact that being Jewish is a religion rather than a “racial” group. Because of 

the terrible crimes that Hitler and the Nazis did to the Jewish people, 

many students of History think that this was the first time Jewish people 

had been targeted in this way. In fact, sadly, the Nazi persecution of the 

Jewish people was only another chapter in a story of attacks going back to 

the Roman Empire. 

Judaism dates back to 500BC and is one of the 

oldest monotheistic (one God) religions. The 

Jewish religion began in Israel and is based on the 

writings in the Torah. The faith is based on 

prophets such as Abraham and Moses who were 

spoken to by God and told others of what they 

heard. The Ten Commandments is one such 

message, as was the promise of a messiah who will 

come to Earth to save humankind. When Jesus Christ was born, some Jewish people 

believed he was the promised messiah and others didn’t. Therefore the Torah became the 

“Old Testament” in the Christian Bible, whereas the Jewish people who don’t see Jesus as 

the messiah are still waiting for their messiah to arrive. Jewish people will sometimes wear 

special clothing (yarmulke) and hair styles (payot) to show their faith in their religion. 

4. Why were the Jewish people persecuted? 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.myjewishlearning.com%2Farticle%2Fdvar-torah-dos-and-donts%2F&psig=AOvVaw0rbJ1uZkEXGsh6H7zIa_pH&ust=1589639423767000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJCmzb-KtukCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAO
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.co.uk%2FMein-Kampf-Adolf-Hitler%2Fdp%2F817224164X&psig=AOvVaw22eity1-2EnMcyIgg_1fJ1&ust=1589636925338000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJimlJ6BtukCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ
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What are the common features of Jewish persecution in each of these 

historical case studies? What do they have in common? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Why were the Jewish people persecuted? 

In AD70 Romans destroyed the Jewish 

Temple and took over Jerusalem. Many Jews 

left the region and began new lives 

elsewhere. This is known as the diaspora.  

In 1096 Crusaders on their way to 

Jerusalem massacred 800 Jews in the 

German town called Worms. The 

crusaders were Christian and they saw the 

killing of all non-Christians as their work 

for God and revenge for Jesus Christ’s 

crucifixion. 

In 1290 all the Jewish people were forced 

out of England due to the false rumour 

that they were sacrificing children in 

religious rituals. They also were owed 

money by the nobles and the king. So by 

exiling all of the Jewish people, no one had 

to pay their debts. 

In 1478, the Spanish Inquisition was 

formed by the Catholic Church to root 

out all non-believers. They attacked Jewish 

families and forced them to leave Spain in 

1492. 

In Russia after 1881, thousands of Jewish 

people were killed in pogroms (race riots) 

because of false rumours they had planned 

to kill the Tsar (king). It was actually the 

Communists who were starting a 

revolution, and only some them happened 

to be Jewish. 

In 1905 a book was written called the 

“Elders of Zion”, it pretended to be the 

true account of a meeting of powerful 

Jewish people who were trying to take 

over the world using the media, financial 

system, and politics. It has been proven as 

a fake, written by Russian police agents as 

an excuse to attack Jews. However, the 

book was read and believed by many, 

including Henry Ford. 
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4. Why were the Jewish people persecuted? 

Number the images to put them into the correct chronological order. 

CHALLENGE: 

Do you think the Nazi rules for Jewish people got worse as time went on?  

If so, why do you think this happened, why not make all the rules in one go? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

The Nuremberg Laws make it 
impossible for Jewish people to be 

German citizens. They are unable to 
marry non-Jews. 

 35 
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Explain why Jewish people were persecuted by the Nazis. 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

4. Why were the Jewish people persecuted? 



23 

5. How did the Nazis control the people? 

DO  NOW  TASK: 

1. What treaty took land from Germany and Russia to create Poland as a new country in 1919? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What did all Jewish people over the age of 6 have to wear in Nazi Germany after 1941? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What word in the title means “small areas in a town or city” 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Which of these are true about the Source below? 

A) It was written in 1941. 

B) It says that people should have spoken out sooner. 

C) It says that political opponents of the Nazis were taken before racial groups. 

D) It was written by a vicar (priest). 

First they came for the communists, and I did not speak out - because I was not a communist; 

Then they came for the socialists, and I did not speak out - because I was not a socialist; 

Then they came for the trade unionists, and I did not speak out - because I was not a trade unionist; 

Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out - because I was not a Jew; 

Then they came for me - and there was no one left to speak out for me. 

Do you think the Source is reliable?  

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

SOURCE: Poem by Martin Niemöller that was said to have been written in 1946. 

He used it in his sermons in church (Martin was a vicar in Germany). 
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5. How did the Nazis control the people? 

1.Who ran the SS? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.What was the name of the Nazi secret police? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.How did the secret police know what people were saying? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

4.Where did they send the “criminals”? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Hitler became the leader of Germany in 

January 1933. He wanted to remove any 

opposition to him and the Nazi Party. He 

wanted total loyalty and obedience from 

the German people. 

 

In order to do this he created the "police 

state": a combination of different groups 

and a place to send "criminals". 
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It is nearly impossible to relate what happened for four 

and a half hours, in that interrogation room. Every  

conceivable cruel method of blackmail was used against me to 

obtain by force and at all costs confessions and statements both 

about comrades who had been arrested, and about political 

activities. 

It began initially with that friendly 'good guy' approach, as I had 

known some of these fellows. They chatted to me about this or 

that comrade and other matters that interested them. But this 

approach proved unsuccessful, I told them nothing. I was then 

brutally assaulted and in the process had four teeth knocked out 

of my jaw. This proved unsuccessful too. By way of a third act 

they tried hypnosis which was likewise totally ineffective. 

But the actual high point of this drama was the final act. They 

ordered me to take off my pants and then two men grabbed me 

by the back of the neck and placed me across a footstool. A 

uniformed Gestapo officer with a whip in his hand then beat my 

buttocks with measured strokes. Driven wild with pain I 

repeatedly screamed at the top of my voice. 

Then they held my mouth shut for a while and hit me in the face, 

and with a whip across chest and back. I then collapsed, rolled 

on the floor, always keeping face down and no longer replied to 

any of their questions. I received a few kicks yet here and there, 

covered my face, but was already so exhausted and my heart so 

strained, it nearly took my breath away. 

What can you learn from the Source? 

Content 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Context 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Nature ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Origin _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Purpose _____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

5. How did the Nazis control the people? 

SOURCE A: Ernst Thälmann was arrested by the Gestapo on 3rd March 

1933. He wrote down what happened to him during his arrest and 
imprisonment. 
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What can you learn from the Source? 

Content 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Context 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Nature ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Origin _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Purpose _____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

5. How did the Nazis control the people? 

It does not matter in the least if the Gestapo’s actions are against 

the law; in my work for Hitler and the nation, I do what my  

conscience and common sense tells me is right. 

We are spending far too much time chasing unimportant or false accusations from the public.  

Over 75% of our suspects are being identified by the German people reporting directly to the  

police. These stories are often made up, either from a misunderstanding or as revenge to get back at an 

enemy. This is taking our time away from serious enemies of Germany who we need to have under 

surveillance. One man committed suicide in his cell after his wife accused him of speaking out against 

Hitler and the Party. His wife later revealed under questioning that she had made up the report because 

the man had slept with another woman. This is all wasted time for us as the defenders of the Reich and 

the Führer.  

SOURCE B: Himmler speaking in a Nazi Party meeting (someone wrote down 

everything that was said in the “minutes”) in 1936. 

What can you learn from the Source? 

Content 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Context 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Nature ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Origin _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Purpose _____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

SOURCE C: Gestapo report, 1942 
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5. How did the Nazis control the people? 

Explain how the Nazis controlled the German people. 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

CHALLENGE: 

Which of the Sources you’ve seen today is the most useful?  

Explain your answer. 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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6. What was life like in the ghettos? 

DO  NOW  TASK: 

1. What country, in the map below, split Germany into two sections after The First Word War? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Who was in charge of the SS? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What word in the title means “small areas in a town or city” 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Which of these are rules that the Nazis forced Jewish people to follow? 

A) No Jewish person could marry a non-Jewish person. 

B) Jewish children couldn’t play with non-Jewish children. 

C) Jewish people were given jobs in the military. 

D) Could only buy food from 4pm to 5pm. 

On 1st September, 1939, the Second World War 

began with the German invasion of Poland. As the 

German Army pushed further and further east into 

Poland, they encountered and captured more and 

more Jewish people who lived in the country. On 21st 

September, 1939, SS commanders in Poland were 

ordered that all Jews were to be confined to special 

areas in cities and towns. These “ghettos” were to be 

surrounded by barbed wire, brick walls and armed 

guards. The first ghetto was set up in Piotrkow on 

28th October 1939. Jews living in rural areas had their 

property confiscated and they were rounded up and sent to ghettos in towns and cities. The two largest 

ghettos were established in Warsaw and Lodz. In October 1939, the SS began to deport Jews living in 

Austria and Czechoslovakia to ghettos in Poland. Transported in locked passenger trains, large numbers 

died on the journey. Those that survived the journey were told by Adolf Eichmann, the head of the 

Gestapo's Department of Jewish Affairs: "There are no apartments and no houses - if you build your 

homes you will have a roof over your head." In Warsaw, the capital of Poland, all 22 entrances to the 

ghetto were sealed. The German authorities allowed a Jewish Council of 24 men to form its own police 

to maintain order in the ghetto. This council was also responsible for organising the labour battalions 

demanded by the German authorities. Conditions in the Warsaw Ghetto were so bad that between 1940 

and 1942 an estimated 100,000 Jews died of starvation and disease in the Warsaw Ghetto. 

Why did the Nazi’s start to make ghettos in Polish cities? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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6. What was life like in the ghettos? 
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6. What was life like in the ghettos? 

Use the fact sheet on the previous page to find information to support  

these features of living inside the ghettos: 

Overcrowding 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Disease 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Starvation 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Deportation 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

As you watch the video clip, answer the following questions:       54 - 1hr Schindler’s 

1. Why did the Jewish family put their valuable jewellery into bread? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What did the doctor give to his patients before the soldiers arrived? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Where do you think the people are being sent? What evidence of this is there in the scene? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

CHALLENGE: 

Why do you think the Nazis stopped building Jewish ghettos? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________
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6. What was life like in the ghettos? 

CHALLENGE: 

Why don’t more photos exist of the Nazis treating Jewish civilians badly? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

SOURCE: A photograph captioned: 

“Forcibly pulled out of bunkers”, taken 

in 1943 by the Nazi propaganda unit in 

Poland . The phot was taken after the 

liquidation of the Warsaw ghetto and 

these people had hidden in a bunker 

during the fighting. The photo was part 

of a report to show how the German 

Army was dealing with Jewish people in 

occupied Poland. The photo was 

supposed to show how German 

soldiers were willing to do anything to 

win the war, including being aggressive 

to women and children. However, the 

photo has become famous as evidence 

of Nazi war crimes. 

What can you learn from the Source? 

Content 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Context 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Nature ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Origin _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Purpose _____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________
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Imagine you and your family have been forced to live inside a Jewish ghetto. 

Write a diary entry to describe what your life is like inside the ghetto. 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What was life like in the ghettos? 
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MID-UNIT KNOWLEDGE QUIZ 

 

1. What religious group did Hitler blame for Germany’s problems? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How much money (in pounds) was Germany forced to pay in reparations after the war? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What is the name of an underwater ship that the Nazis built in secret? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Name the book that Hitler wrote in 1924. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What was the shortened name of the NSDAP? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What did all Jewish people over the age of 6 have to wear in Nazi Germany after 1941? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

7. What was the name of the small areas of cities called that were walled-off and very 

crowded? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

8. When were the Nuremberg Laws passed? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

9. When was Hitler sent to jail? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

10. What was the name of the Nazi secret police? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Who was in charge of the SS in Nazi Germany?  

_________________________________________________________________________ 

12. Where were political prisoners, enemies of the state, and Jewish people sent in Nazi 

Germany? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

13. When did the Second World War begin in Europe? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

14. What area of Germany did Hitler send troops into in 1936 that was against the Treaty 

of Versailles and seriously worried France? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

15. What country did Germany invade that started the war? 

_________________________________________________ 
Marks out of 15: 

/15 
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7. Who were the Einsatzgruppen? 

DO  NOW  TASK: 

1. How many British casualties were there on the first day of the Battle of the Somme? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What is the name of Poland’s capital city that had the largest Jewish ghetto built within it? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What is the German word in the title today? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Which of these are correct  based on the diagram below? 

A) Jewish people in Germany couldn’t be dentists or vets after 1936. 

B) Kristallnacht was a night of violence and destruction of Jewish shops and property in 1938. 

C) The Final Solution was agreed in 1933. 

D) The Nuremburg Laws were made in 1935. 

CHALLENGE: 

What does Kristallnacht reveal about the changes in the treatment of  

Jewish people by 1938? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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The Einsatzgruppen were sent into Eastern Europe in four groups 

following the regular German Army,. Their mission was to round 

up “enemies of Germany “, at first these were named political 

opponents and leaders, but later they began ethnic cleansing. 

The Einsatzgruppen killed 1.1 million people, one million of whom 

were Jewish people. They often supervised local military and 

police units who carried out the killings. After 1943 they were 

ordered to exhume the bodies and burn them to remove the 

evidence of the genocide. 

7. Who were the Einsatzgruppen? 
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7. Who were the Einsatzgruppen? 

SOURCE: A photograph called “The 

Last Jew in Vinnitsa” taken between 1941 

and 1943 by an Einsatzgruppen soldier. It 

was found in a private photo album years 

after the war in 1961 and published by the 

American media. The photograph was 

taken in German-occupied Ukraine. 

What can you learn from the Source? 

Content 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Context 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Nature ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Origin _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Purpose _____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________
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7. Who were the Einsatzgruppen? 

SOURCE: Letter from Dr. August 

Becker 16th May 1942.. Becker was an 

engineer and in this letter he was giving 

feedback on the design of the “Special 

Vans” given to Einsatzgruppen D to use. 

What can you learn from the Source? 

Content 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Context 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Nature ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Origin _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Purpose _____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

The application of gas usually is not undertaken correctly. In order to 

come to an end as fast as possible, the driver presses the accelerator to 

the fullest extent. By doing that the persons to be executed suffer death 

from suffocation and not death by dozing off as was planned. My 

directions now have proved that by correct adjustment of the levers, 

death comes faster and the prisoners fall asleep peacefully. Distorted faces 

and excretions, such as could be seen before, are no longer noticed. 

The lighting must be better protected against damage than it has been so 

far. It has been suggested that lighting should be removed since they are 

never used. However, experience shows that when the rear door is 

closed and therefore when it becomes dark, the cargo presses hard 

towards the door and it makes it difficult to close and lock the door. 

Furthermore, it has been observed that the noise always begins when the 

doors are shut presumably because of fear brought on by the darkness. 

The connecting hoses between the exhaust and the van frequently rust 

through because they are corroded inside by the liquids, which fall on 

them. To prevent this, the connecting piece must be moved so that the 

gas is fed from the top downwards. 

The soldiers in the Einsatzgruppen units started to experience side effects of carrying out mass-murder.  

There were many nervous breakdowns, many became alcoholics, they experienced night terrors, soldiers 

made excuses not to go to work, and some began displaying inhuman behaviour. The loss of effective 

personnel who had to be sent back to Germany, made the Nazis look for alternative ways to carry out 

the killings. The objective was to minimise the contact between the soldiers and the victims at the point 

of death. One solution, was the delivery of 30 modified vans to Einsatzgruppen D. They were fitted with a 

lever that would divert the exhaust fumes of the engine into the storage compartment. 
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Who were the Einsatzgruppen? 

Write an answer to this question in a full paragraph. 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Who were the Einsatzgruppen? 
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DO  NOW  TASK: 

1. In what war was Hitler injured? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What was the German name for the death squads operating in Poland and the Soviet Union? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What word usually precedes “camps” when learning about the Holocaust? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Which of these are accurate observations from the two maps below? 

A) The Jewish population of Poland was destroyed. 

B) Germany had more than a million Jewish people living in the country before the war. 

C) The Nazis killed over 106,000 Jewish people from Holland. 

D) More Jewish people lived in Eastern Europe than in the west before the war. 

8. What was life like in the camps? 

In 1933, approximately 9.5 million Jews lived in Europe, comprising 1.7% of the total European  

population. This number represented more than 60 percent of the world's Jewish population at  

that time, estimated at 15.3 million. 

Eastern Europe 

The majority of Jews in pre-war Europe resided in eastern Europe. The largest Jewish communities in this 

area were in Poland, with about 3,000,000 Jews (9.5%); the European part of the Soviet Union, with 

2,525,000 (3.4%); and Romania, with 756,000 (4.2%). The Jewish population in the three Baltic states 

totalled 255,000: 95,600 in Latvia, 155,000 in Lithuania, and 4,560 in Estonia. Here, Jews comprised 4.9%, 

7.6%, and 0.4% of each country's population, respectively, and 5% of the region's total population. 

Central Europe 

In pre-war central Europe, the largest Jewish community was in Germany, with about 525,000 members 

(0.75% of the total German population). This was followed by Hungary with 445,000 (5.1%), 

Czechoslovakia with 357,000 (2.4%), and Austria with 191,000, most of whom resided in the capital city 

of Vienna (2.8%). 
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In nearly all cases people were transported to the camps in covered cattle trucks, which was bad  

enough. If they were unlucky and the German railways didn’t have any covered trucks they were  

put in open trucks. In winter that would spell death. 

However, there were exceptions. When my mother and I were taken from the ghetto to Auschwitz on 

transport ‘Eq’ it was in a third class railway carriage with a central gangway and wooden seats and win-

dows. All I remember of the departure is the locking of the train’s doors. Now I had been on trains in pre-

war days but never one that had been locked, and there had never been the unease, the apprehension, the 

foreboding that comes from sitting in a sealed compartment not knowing one’s destination, not knowing 

what to expect. 

We arrived the next morning. We were put into two long lines, one made up of men, the other of women. 

In all the confusion, I was separated from my mother. She saw me and left her place in the other line, 

walked over to me, shook my hand and returned to her place. Her line then moved on to be inspected by 

a SS officer. It only took them three seconds to decide if someone was fit to carry out heavy work. 

My mother went to the left. When my line was called up, I started to move to the left. I was called back 

and told to go to the right. I had been chosen to live, or rather, to work. That was the last time I saw my 

mother. From the records I know that of the 1,500 people who left the ghetto at Theresienstadt on 12 

October 1944, only 78 survived. 

Those of us who had been selected to work were now marched to the next stage where we were un-

dressed, put our clothes on a heap, showered, had all our hair shaved off and were issued with prison 

clothes. In our case it was not the striped clothing. I received no shirt, instead I was handed a thin blanket 

to wrap around me and to tuck into the trousers. The trousers too did not fit. The jacket was black, very 

old and had been worn by many others before it was handed down to me. It had a very large cross in 

dark red and now crumbling paint on the back. We were then marched off to an empty wooden hut. 

I didn’t stray far. It was dark outside by then, apart from gloomy light bulbs. There were concrete walls all 

around with high-voltage barbed wire. I just saw one man in the wire, his body twisted by the electric 

shock. Presumably he couldn’t take it any more. 

I didn’t have far to go to see the rectangular chimney, belching black smoke. By that time I had heard what 

happened to those who went to the left. I stood there by the flickering flames licking above the top of the 

chimney and thought to myself, ‘which of these flames is my mother?’ 

The first night was horrific. It was cold on the concrete floor that we slept on. One thin blanket covered 
about five people. We were not allowed to leave the block to use the toilet at night, so people used a huge 

tub. I was chosen to empty this in the morning. Spilling was unavoidable and some it went over us. 

8. What was life like in the camps? 

What can you learn from the Source? 

Content 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Context _____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Nature ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Origin _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Purpose _____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________

SOURCE: An account by Frank Bright written in 2017 for the BBC History website. Frank and his family had left Germany in 1938 to live in Czechoslovakia, 

unfortunately when the war began, Nazi Germany caught up with them. Frank was 16 years old when he and his mother were taken to a concentration camp 

called “Auschwitz”. 
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8. What was life like in the camps? 



42 

8. What was life like in the camps? 
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Read the fact sheet on the previous page and answer these questions: 
1. Why were the SS sure that prisoners in a work camp would live for about three months?  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Why is source C useful to historians?  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
3. Why was there a “selection” of the inmates?  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

Video clip “Selection” from Schindler’s List – answer the following questions: 
1. Why did the women make themselves bleed? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What were the German “doctors” looking for? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Were all the guards Nazis? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Where are the children being taken and why? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

8. What was life like in the camps? 

INTERPRETATION: Schindler’s List was a film made in 

1993 by the famous director Steven Spielberg. Spielberg's 

team researched the events thoroughly using 

contemporary Sources such as interviews with survivors 

and they visited the sites in Poland where the events took 

place. 

Spielberg shot the film in black and white to make it more 

authentic to the era and to keep the certification low to 

allow more people to be able to watch the film in the 

cinema and on rental. The film won 7 Oscars and made 

over $300 million worldwide. Spielberg refused to make 

any money from the film and donated his full salary to set 

up the “Shoah Foundation” to record video interviews 

with Holocaust survivors as well as other events of 

genocide from around the world. “Shoah” is the Hebrew 

word for “Holocaust”. 
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Use what you have learnt in today’s lesson to describe what it was like in the camps. 

8. What was life like in the camps? 
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9. What do survivors tell us about the Holocaust? 

DO  NOW  TASK: 

1. What was the journey from Africa to America known as during The Transatlantic Slave Trade? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Nazi concentration camps did a selection of new arrivals - what were the two categories? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. The term “Holocaust” is Greek, what does it translate to in English? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Which of these are true about the images below? 

A) The bottom image is of artificial limbs, wheelchairs, and crutches. 

B) All of the images are from concentration camps, when they were liberated. 

C) The second image is of wedding rings. 

D) All of the owners of these items gave them willingly and were set free. 

Holocaust means “total burning”. The Final Solution that 

the Nazis began in 1942 was intended to destroy all the 

unwanted people. The Nazis had been very clear who made 

this list: socialists, homosexuals, the mentally ill, Romany 

gypsies, and the Jewish people.  The building of concentration 

camps meant that this work would be carried out in an 

industrial and efficient way. The people would be sorted, their 

belongings stolen, and the majority of the human beings would 

go to large “shower rooms” to be gassed using Zyklon B. 

In this way Nazi Germany had a slave labour force and a vast 

amount of recycled materials, from gold teeth to human hair, 

that would be used to benefit the Third Reich (the Nazi 

Empire).  

 

The unwanted items: photographs, letters, and human corpses 

were incinerated in specially designed furnaces that released 

foul-smelling smoke and ash into the surrounding sky. 

The Nazis wanted to remove any trace that their victims had 

ever existed. When the Allied armies of the USA, Russia, and 

Britain got closer to the concentration camps at the end of 

the Second World War, the Nazis tried to kill the remaining 

prisoners, burn any evidence, pull up the rail lines, and blow up 

the gas chambers and crematoria.  

Had the Nazis won the Second World War, it is very likely that 

historians would not know what had happened at the 

concentration camps. Therefore the remaining evidence is 

precious as it is now passing from living memory. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbc.ca%2Fradio%2Fideas%2Fthe-invisible-shoes-of-stutthof-concentration-camp-1.5117397&psig=AOvVaw2TwvJLdNapQBeQct41RtdD&ust=1590148891528000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCID4urT0xOkCFQAAAAA
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcollections.ushmm.org%2Fsearch%2Fcatalog%2Fpa18788&psig=AOvVaw286Fk43Qvuo8NiuT1hAGsC&ust=1590148964853000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKCmwdr0xOkCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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Historical investigation 

Use the information on the following pages to make notes under the headings: 

Who is the information about (what is the Jewish person’s name)? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Did they try and escape the Nazis? If so how?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

What happened to them?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

How do we know about this person? Where does this information come from? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

9. What do survivors tell us about the Holocaust? 

CHALLENGE:  

Does this evidence match up with what you have learnt about the Holocaust? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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9. What do survivors tell us about the Holocaust? 
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9. What do survivors tell us about the Holocaust? 
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Historical investigation 

Use the information on the following pages to make notes under the headings: 

Who is the information about (what is the Jewish person’s name)? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Did they try and escape the Nazis? If so how?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

What happened to them?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

How do we know about this person? Where does this information come from? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

9. What do survivors tell us about the Holocaust? 

CHALLENGE:  

Does this evidence match up with what you have learnt about the Holocaust? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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9. What do survivors tell us about the Holocaust? 
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Describe what happened to people during the Holocaust.  

Write an answer to this question in a full paragraph. Using real life examples 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

9. What do survivors tell us about the Holocaust? 
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10. Did any of the Jewish people resist and fight back? 

DO  NOW  TASK: 

1. Name one tactic the Suffragettes used to protest and gain publicity. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How do historians know what happened to Anne Frank and her family? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Number the images below to show:   1. In a camp     2. In a ghetto     3. In a forest 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Which of these is the correct year for the beginning of the Final Solution? 

A) 1939 

B) 1941 

C) 1943 

D) 1945 

Historians have identified different types of resistance. These are: 

 

1.Direct resistance – actions taken against the enemy (the Nazis). 

2.Indirect resistance – actions taken in support of the oppressed (the Jews). 

3.Active resistance – doing something to disrupt the enemy’s goals. 

4.Passive resistance – a refusal to act or not doing what the enemy wants. 

CHALLENGE:  

Which type of resistance do you think is the most effective and why? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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Colour code the boxes to show which ones are examples of: 

Direct                    Indirect                     Active                    Passive 

Secret political groups were 

formed. At first, these focused on 

helping other Jews within the ghetto. 

Soup kitchens helped feed people 

and often served as a front for 

secret meetings. 

Jewish couriers (messengers) 

carried illegal newspapers, money, 

forged papers and information 

between the ghettos. Some smuggled 

in weapons and helped arrange 

escapes. A secret communication 

network was established between 

the ghettos of Eastern Europe. 

The Jewish people who were used as 

forced labourers would sabotage 

the work they were doing. They 

could damage factory machinery, 

slow production, steal parts, set fires 

and deliberately produce faulty 

products. 

Illegal newspapers were published 

in the larger ghettos and were good 

for morale. Some listened to foreign 

stations on smuggled radios. This 

made people feel less isolated and 

kept them up to date with events in 

the war. 

In April 1943, Jewish people in the 

Warsaw ghetto rebelled. The 

fighters moved around using a 

network of cellars, rooftops and 

bunkers. Around 750 Jewish men 

and women, armed with a few rifles, 

pistols and homemade petrol bombs, 

held on for 28 days against 2,000 

German troops. Only after fierce 

house-to-house fighting did the 

Germans recapture the ghetto. 

56,000 Jews were rounded up and 

deported to concentration camps. 

Between 20,000 and 30,000 Jews 

fought in partisan (resistance 

fighters) groups in the forested 

areas of Eastern Europe. Partisan 

units waged a hit-and-run campaign 

against the Germans, attacking 

supply lines and disrupting the war 

effort. They sabotaged railways and 

bridges. It is estimated that around 

10,000 Jews survived the war by 

joining such groups. 

Religion was banned in the camps. 

However, some Jewish people 

blessed lightbulbs or made Sabbath 

candles from hollowed-out potato 

peelings filled with margarine. 

Inmates took part in secret prayer 

meetings. 

In 1943, one of the prisoners in the 

death camp at Treblinka got access 

to the arsenal (weapons store), from 

where he handed out guns and 

grenades to his fellow inmates. The 

camp was then set on fire and the 

arsenal exploded. In the chaos that 

followed, 150 prisoners escaped and 

In the same year, Jewish inmates at 

Sobibor were able to kill 11 Nazis, 

including the camp commander, 

during a plan in which 300 prisoners 

escaped. However, the harsh winter 

and a hostile local population meant 

that most did not survive the war. 

CHALLENGE:  

How did Jewish people try to resist and fight back? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

10. Did any of the Jewish people resist and fight back? 
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ASSESSMENT PREPARATION 

Find answers to these questions and test your partner. 

1. What war ended in 1918? ________________________________________________________ 

2. What was the name of the treaty that was signed in 1919? ________________________________ 

3. What did Germany lose as a result of the treaty? _______________________________________ 

4. Why were there riots and rebellions in Germany 1919-1924? ______________________________ 

5. When was Hitler sent to jail? ______________________________________________________ 

6. What were the  five initials that made the official name of the Nazi Party? _____________________ 

7. When was the Wall Street Crash? __________________________________________________ 

8. Why did the economic depression in the USA affect Germany so badly? ______________________ 

9. Name one of the radical political parties in Germany that people started voting for in the early 1930s? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Who did Hitler blame all of Germany’s problems on? ___________________________________ 

11. When were the Nuremberg Laws passed? ___________________________________________ 

12. What anti-semitic attack took place in 1938? __________________________________________ 

13. What was the name of the small areas of cities called that were walled-off and very crowded? _____________ 

14. In 1939, which country did the Einsatzgruppen kill civilians as the German Army advanced? ______________ 

15. When did the “Final Solution” begin? _______________________________________________ 

Create a spider diagram of all the reasons the Nazis were elected. 

 

Reasons why Adolf 

Hitler and the Nazis 

were elected to lead 

Germany 
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ASSESSMENT PREPARATION 

What can you learn from the Source? 

Content______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Context______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Nature ______________________________          Origin ____________________________________ 

Purpose______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

AGREE 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

DISAGREE 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

The Holocaust happened mainly inside camps like Auschwitz. 

Write down at least three facts to support both sides of the argument below. 

SOURCE:  

A photograph captioned: “Forcibly pulled out of 

bunkers”, taken in 1943 by the Nazi propaganda unit in 

Poland .The photo was part of a report to show how the 

German Army was dealing with Jewish people in occupied 

Poland. The photo was supposed to show how German 

soldiers were willing to do anything to win the war, 

including being aggressive to women and children. 

However, the photo has become famous as evidence of 

Nazi war crimes. 
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ASSESSMENT 

TASK ONE: Knowledge test [AO1]  

1. What war ended in 1918? 

2. What was the name of the treaty that was signed in 1919? 

3. What did Germany lose as a result of the treaty? 

4. Why were there riots and rebellions in Germany 1919-1924? 

5. When was Hitler sent to jail? 

6. What were the  five initials that made the official name of the Nazi Party? 

7. When was the Wall Street Crash? 

8. Why did the economic depression in the USA affect Germany so badly? 

9. Name one of the radical political parties in Germany that people started voting for in the early 1930s? 

10. Who did Hitler blame all of Germany’s problems on? 

11. When were the Nuremberg Laws passed? 

12. What anti-semitic attack took place in 1938? 

13. What was the name of the small areas of cities called that were walled-off and very crowded? 

14. In 1939, which country did the Einsatzgruppen kill civilians as the German Army advanced? 

15. When did the “Final Solution” begin? 

 

 

TASK TWO:  

Explain why Adolf Hitler and the Nazis were elected to lead Germany. [AO2] 

 

 

TASK THREE:  

What can you learn from Source A and is it useful for learning about the 

Holocaust? [AO3] 

SOURCE A: A photograph captioned: “Forcibly pulled out 

of bunkers”, taken in 1943 by the Nazi propaganda unit 

in Poland .The photo was part of a report to show how 

the German Army was dealing with Jewish people in 

occupied Poland. The photo was supposed to show how 

German soldiers were willing to do anything to win the 

war, including being aggressive to women and children. 

However, the photo has become famous as evidence of 

Nazi war crimes. 

 

 

 

TASK FOUR: 

Some historians say that the Holocaust happened mainly inside camps like 

Auschwitz. Do you agree with this point of view (interpretation)? [AO4]  

 

That’s it, you’ve finished the assessment! Check over your answers for any spelling or 

grammar mistakes and correct them if you can. After that, you must remain quiet so those 

who are still working can concentrate. 
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ASSESSMENT 
TASK ONE: Knowledge test [AO1]  

1. What war ended in 1918?

_________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What was the name of the treaty that was signed in 1919?

_________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What did Germany lose as a result of the treaty?

_________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Why were there riots and rebellions in Germany 1919-1924?

_________________________________________________________________________ 

5. When was Hitler sent to jail?

_________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What were the  five initials that made the official name of the Nazi Party?

_________________________________________________________________________ 

7. When was the Wall Street Crash?

_________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Why did the economic depression in the USA affect Germany so badly?

_________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Name one of the radical political parties in Germany that people started voting for in 

the early 1930s?

_________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Who did Hitler blame all of Germany’s problems on?

_________________________________________________________________________ 

11. When were the Nuremberg Laws passed?

_________________________________________________________________________ 

12. What anti-semitic attack took place in 1938?

_________________________________________________________________________ 

13. What was the name of the small areas of cities called that were walled-off and very 

crowded?

_________________________________________________________________________ 

14. In 1939, which country did the Einsatzgruppen kill civilians as the German Army 

advanced?

_________________________________________________________________________ 

15. When did the “Final Solution” begin? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Marks out of 15: 

/15 
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ASSESSMENT 
TASK TWO:  

Explain why Adolf Hitler and the Nazis were elected to lead Germany. [AO2] 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________
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ASSESSMENT 
TASK THREE:  

What can you learn from Source A and is it useful for learning about the 

Holocaust? [AO3] 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________
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TASK FOUR: 

Some historians say that the Holocaust happened mainly inside camps like 

Auschwitz. Do you agree with this point of view (interpretation)? [AO4]  
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Super Teaching: Who is to blame for the Holocaust? 

DO  NOW  TASK: 

1. Whose death was the trigger for the First World War? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Who was the leader of Germany from 1933-45? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What is the  questioning word in the title today? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Which of these is true about the Source below? 

A) Loses wars 

B) Has no heirs 

C) Has no hairs 

D) Ruins England's economy 

SOURCE: 

A blueprint of the crematorium at 

Auschwitz. The plans were dated 

November 1941. There were two 

of these buildings at Auschwitz 

when it was liberated on 27th 

January 1945. 

What can you learn from the Source? 

Content 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Context 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Nature ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Origin _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Purpose _____________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________
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Super Teaching: Who is to blame for the Holocaust? 

Responsibility? Type of person 

 1. One of Hitler’s subordinates, such as Heinrich Himmler or Joseph Goebbels. 

 2. A German businessman who donated money to Adolf Hitler during the 1920s. 

 3. A worker in a plant making Zyklon B gas (used to kill Jewish people in the camps). 

 4. The Pope, who did not speak out against the Nazis. 

 5. A person who voluntarily joined the Nazis in the 1930s 

 6. A person who regularly, enthusiastically attended Hitler rallies 

 7. A teacher who taught Nazi propaganda. 

 8. Adolf Hitler 

 9. A driver of the trains that went to the concentration camps. 

 10. A policeman who helped round up escaping Jews. 

Read through the list of people, deciding on their responsibility for the 

Holocaust. Use the key to show your judgement. 

Key: 1 = Not responsible         2 = Partly responsible         3 = Responsible         4 = Very responsible 

Historians’ Views: 

By the 1960s, historians were arguing about why the Holocaust happened. The 'intentionalists' claimed 

that Hitler always intended to mass-murder the Jewish people. The 'functionalists' argued that that the 

Holocaust arose out of the chaos of the war. 

 

Hannah Arendt (1963) blamed the Jewish leaders for not resisting the Nazis. 

 

Daniel Goldhagen (1996) suggested that anti-Semitism had turned ordinary Germans into 'Hitler's 

willing executioners'. 

 

Martin Gilbert (1985) has described the many human ways in which Jewish people reacted to the 

Holocaust and has proved that they did not, as Hannah Arendt claimed, simply allow themselves to be 

massacred. 

 

Today historians debate many aspects of the Holocaust: What caused it? What role did other people play, 

including the Soviets, Poles, Lithuanians and Hungarians? Did it gradually evolve over many years, or was 

the Final Solution a change of policy? 
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Super Teaching: Who is to blame for the Holocaust? 

Adolf Hitler 

Hitler did not personally kill any Jews and there are no written orders authorising the murder of Jewish 

people. He was very anti-Semitic and he made lots of speeches about killing Jews. He passed laws against 

Jewish people. 

Reinhard Heydrich 

He organised the ghettos and the Einsatzgruppen. It was Heydrich who led the planning of the death 

camps and the methods of killing in the gas chambers. 

Joseph Goebbels 

He controlled Nazi propaganda. He used newspapers and films to spread anti-Semitic ideas. Goebbels was 

also behind Kristallnacht (Night of the Broken Glass). 

The police 

Rounded up Jews in Germany and in other countries the Nazis controlled. Many victims were actually 

taken from their homes by the local police, rather than the Nazi Gestapo. 

Engineers 

Designed the huge gas chambers and crematoria and the chemical firms who produced tens of thousands 

of Zyklon-B poison gas containers, all of whom knew the purpose of their work. 

Businesses 

Used slave labour and made huge profits during the war. Companies such as Bosch gave money to the 

Nazi Party that helped them get into power in the first place. They did this because they were scared of 

the Communists. 

The German People 

Some Germans did speak out against the persecution of the Jews or tired to help individuals. They were 

living under a ruthless dictatorship that persecuted anybody who helped Jewish people. Most closed their 

eyes to what was happening and did not protest. Many benefitted when they took over homes, shops, 

factories and valuables that had been taken from Jews. 

Governments of other countries 

Many countries placed restrictions on the number of Jews that they would allow in and didn’t bomb the 

railway lines to camps such as Auschwitz. 

Who was responsible for the Holocaust? 

You need to read through the BLAME boxes and begin to consider who was to 

responsible for the Holocaust. You will then be preparing your ideas to answer the 

question: Who was responsible for the Holocaust? 

Reinhard Heydrich 

He was in charge of the Einsatzgruppen and led the meeting in 1942 that decided on the “Final Solution”. 

He was described as Hitler as “the man with the iron heart”. 
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Super Teaching: Who is to blame for the Holocaust? 

Shade in the pie chart below to show how much each group or person  

was to blame for the Holocaust. Remember to label each segment to  

show which section refers to each group. 

CHALLENGE:  

Explain your choices. 
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_________________________________________________________________________
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Super Teaching: Who is to blame for the Holocaust? 

Explain who is to blame for the Holocaust 
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Asessment Feedback and Dedicated Improvement Time 

DO  NOW  TASK: 

1. What was the treaty called that end the First World War and made Germany weak? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. In what year were Jewish people in Germany forced to wear the Star of David on their arm? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What acronym is used for a part of today’s title? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Which of these are accurate about the Holocaust? 

A) The Einsatzgruppen killed approximately 1.3 million Jewish people. 

B) 1 million people were killed in Auschwitz alone. 

C) Approximately 6 million people were murdered in total. 

D) The RAF bombed the concentration camps when they spotted them in aerial reconnaissance. 

TASK A 

Match the fact to the question it answers: 
1. 1935 
2. Communists (KPD) and Nazis (NSDAP) 

3. 1929 
4. The Jewish people, Communists, and Socialists 
5. Trade links, they borrowed money from them. 

 
A. When was the Wall Street Crash? 
B. Why did the economic depression in the USA affect Germany so badly? 

C. Name one of the radical political parties in Germany that people started voting for in the early 1930s? 
D. Who did Hitler blame all of Germany’s problems on? 
E. When were the Nuremberg Laws passed? 
 

Create a spider diagram of all the facts on the Holocaust you can find from earlier lessons. 

TASK B 

Complete the gap fill using the words provided: 
Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party were elected to lead Germany for ______ reasons. Firstly, the German people were 
desperate; the Treaty of Versailles, the Wall Street _______ and Great Depression had made the country very poor and 

millions of Germans were out of work. The Nazis made simple, clear ____________ and didn’t tell the German people 
exactly how they would achieve them. This meant that the people were willing to vote for a group that said they would 
solve all _______  problems. Adolf Hitler was a very good public speaker and blamed Germany’s problems on the Jewish 

____________ living in Germany. Because of this the German population were persuaded to give into their anger and 
_____________  rather than consider the complicated alternatives. Therefore, the Nazis and Adolf Hitler were elected in 
_______ because the people were desperate, they promised to solve their problems and Hitler was a very convincing 

public speaker. 
WORDS: 
1933          Crash         hatred           many           people           promises           their 
Now try the question again: Why were Adolf Hitler and the Nazis were elected to lead Germany? 
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TASK C 

Complete the gap fill using the words provided: 
The Source is __________ for learning about the Holocaust for many reasons. Firstly, the Source is a _______________ 
from 1943. I trust what it shows me because it does not look staged or edited and although photos of the Holocaust are 

extremely rate (as the soldiers didn’t want to be seen killing people), the caption tells us that the photo was taken because 
the soldiers were proud of _______________ up these people. The photo is taken during the Warsaw _________ 
uprising, so this matches with what I know about the German soldiers clearing out the ghetto after the uprising. The 

Photograph doesn’t tell us why these people are being rounded up, we need to use our contextual __________________ 
to work that out, this could be a weakness of the Source. We can see that the soldiers are rounding up civilians who are 
unarmed and some are ___________ and children, The Jewish people look underfed and the _____________ soldiers 

look determined about what they are doing. Therefore the Source is very useful for learning about the Holocaust. 
WORDS: 
German            ghetto            knowledge          photograph          rounding           useful           women  
Now try the question again: How useful is Source A for learning about the Holocaust? 

TASK D 

Complete the gap fill using the words provided: 
There are reasons to agree and ___________ with the point of view that the Holocaust happened mainly inside camps like 
Auschwitz. Over a million ____________ people were killed inside Auschwitz alone and its design as a processing and 

factory of death is one of the most evil events in history. Therefore, it is easy to see why some historians focus on the 
concentration ________  as the primary location of the Holocaust. However, this interpretation ignores the development 
of Jewish ___________________ and anti-semitism inside Germany before 1942. The Nuremberg Laws, Hitler’s racial 

ideas in Mein Kampf, and the building of _____________ in Eastern Europe are all part of the Holocaust. As a result I 
agree that the concentration camps are the ultimate destination of the Holocaust, but the interpretation ignores the road to 
this horrific conclusion. So overall I disagree with the _____________________ that the Holocaust happened mainly 

inside camps like Auschwitz. 
WORDS: 
Camps             disagree             ghettos             interpretation             Jewish             persecution  
Now try the question again: Some historians say that the Holocaust happened mainly inside camps like 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________



71 

ASSESSMENT 
______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________



72 

MARK SCHEME 


