
Year 8 Working at Expected Progress – Core Skills/Knowledge Required

Subject Core Knowledge/Skills required for Expected Progress - Students should be 
able to;

English  Confidently respond to the text, making comments and exploring ideas 
linked to the extract.

 Identify methods (devices or techniques) used by the writer. For 
example, foreshadowing, metaphors, similes, types of words, word 
classes.

 Successfully embed quotes into an essay.
 Make use of appropriate subject terminology in an extended response 

(language, structure and form).
 Show some awareness of social/historical context (AO3) and make links

between to the text.
 Write a fluent response, with detailed and developed paragraphs and 

ideas that link to each other.  

Maths  Set up statistical enquiries

 Design and criticise questionnaires

 Draw and interpret multiple charts including bar charts, pie charts and 

pictograms

 Interpret grouped quantitative data

 Compare distributions using charts

 Calculate averages

 Calculate the mean from grouped and ungrouped data

 Identify outliers in a graph

Science Biology
 Know the structure and function of plants.
 Understand how plants reproduce.
 Know the importance of biodiversity.
 Investigate population spread.
 Know how and why photosynthesis occurs.
 Investigate photosynthesis.
 Know the structure and function of carbon cycle.
 Understand the structure and function of respiratory system.
 Understand the structure and function of circulatory system.
 Understand the structure and function of reproductive system.
 Know how pregnancy and development occurs.
 Understand the impact of lifestyle on disease.
 Know how disease can be transmitted.

Chemistry
 Know the structure of elements and compounds.
 Understand the impact of atomic structure.
 Know how and why the periodic table is structured the way it is.
 Know the structure of ions.
 Understand how metals react.



 Know how the earth is structured.
 Understand the impact of volcanos and earthquakes.
 Know how energy is accessed.
 Understand how human’s energy use impacts on the environment.

Physics
 Know how the solar system can into being
 Understand the structure of the solar system
 Know how Earth is able to support life
 Understand how the Moon behaves.
 Know how Stars and Galaxies behave
 Know how a magnet behaves
 Understand how electricity, including static, behaves
 Know how circuits are constructed
 Understand the relationship between current, potential difference and 

resistance
 Understand how newtons’ three laws, relate to each other
 Know how pressure and density are calculated

Geography  Recall a range of facts about the topic that has been studied. Use of a 
small range of simple skills although occasional errors

 Provide a basic definition of a key term and give an example to support
that definition

 Identify some key features of places studied, both physical and human
 Identify a reason for something and explain this in a basic PEEL 

paragraph. Answer lacks detailed explanation
 Express their own views and provide supporting evidence using 

geographical terminology

History  Recall a range of key knowledge about the topic that has been studied
 Provide a basic definition of a key term and give an example to support

that definition
 Identify one aspect of a time period and are able to give supporting 

detail about that aspect
 Explain how useful a source is, using either own knowledge or 

provenance
 Write a basic PEEL paragraph supported with some evidence to explain

why an historical event took place

French Reading 
 Recognise key vocabulary for family members in French – for example 

mon petit frère
  Identify key phrases – see Core Knowledge Organisers - to answer 

comprehension questions correctly, for example dans ma 
famille/j’aime passer du temps

 Translate a large passage from French into English on the themes of 
family, friends and activities

Listening 
 Listen to key personal descriptions in passages – mon modèle a…



 Listen to family members – mon père, ma mère, mon frère…
 Listen and recognise key sports in French

Writing
 Translate some more complex phrases on the themes of family, friends

and activities from French into English
 Translate some fewer complex phrases from English into French in the 

same topics
 Use elements of POINT and EQUTATACO to answer an exam style 

question – in some topics they will be able to reproduce more aspects 
of EQUATACO and POINT than in others

Art  Demonstrate the construction of a formal pattern using techniques 
such as radial symmetry 

 Have greater understanding of colour being able to identify hot and 
cold colours

 Construct a mask influenced by African Art and the work of Kimmy 
Cantrell will show increasing skill handling materials

Dance  Remember their kit, respond to feedback and set myself a relevant 
target 

 Understand and use 5 choreographic devices
 Link actions and ideas and apply them accurately and appropriately 
 Perform with some confidence showing occasional precision and 

fluency

Design 
Technology

Construction
 Identifying health & safety hazards and risk
 Identifying PPE

 Identify how the construction industry contributes to society and the 

community

 Identify different job roles and careers

 Understand different tools and equipment

Hair Dressing
 Be able to identify PPE
 Be able to explain the importance of PPE

Be able to identify types of hair condition
 Be able to identify a Health and Safety law you should follow
 Be able to identify a hazard in the salon
 Be able to explain the risk of a hazard?

Motor Vehicle
 Be able to identify PPE
 Be able to identify 3 possible hazards in the workshop
 Be able identify different types of fluid needed in a car
 Be able to identify the exterior and interior car parts

Drama  Will make a reasonable contribution to their groups work, sharing 
some simple ideas

 Can recognise and use different Drama techniques with reasonable 



confidence
 Can perform a character that shows some thought and difference from

themselves.
 Can stay in role for most of their performance, occasionally struggling 

to keep focused
 Students use facial expressions and gestures on occasions to 

communicate meaning 
 With some encouragement, they can respond to questions and 

feedback in class with comments that show some reflective thought
 Evaluation is often brief, but with some growing awareness of 

strengths and weaknesses
 Attend lessons punctually and bring the correct equipment
 Work in a group respectfully
 Work together to achieve a goal 

Information
Technology

 Edit screen-based graphics and create logos 
 Cut together multiple video and audio files
 Understand the basics of how computers connect to the internet
 Know the name and function of the main components of a computer 

system
 Create animated sequences featuring more than one character
 Use simple coding tenets including variables and if...else.. commands
 Create interactive website

Ethics  Recall a range of facts about the topic that has been studied
 Provide a basic definition of a key term and give an example to support

that definition
 Identify one key feature/belief/practice of a religion and can give 

supporting detail about that feature/belief/practice
 Identify a reason for something and explain this in a basic PEEL 

paragraph. Answer lacks detailed explanation
 Give a judgement on whether they agree or disagree with a statement 

and provide supporting evidence from at least one side of the 
argument

Food  Organisation – Setting up and putting away of equipment
 Preparation – Work station and self-ready to cook
 Skills – For example ‘knife skills’ depending on unit
 Safety hygiene – Using correct chopping boards for different types of 

food, washing and cleaning (hands) etc.  

Music  Know where every equipment is
 Work well in lessons
 Use listening toolkit
 Know the history of music including great composers and key periods
 Use musical vocabulary when prompted
 Understand how composers influence each other and the music of 

today



PE  Remember their PE kit for all lessons

 Perform skills and techniques in a variety of Athletics events using the 

correct coaching points

 Assess and give feedback which is sometimes effective

 Understand some of the theoretical and apply some of the time to 
questions


