
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 

Animals and Ethics 

Home Learning Booklet 
 

Thamesview School 

Religious Studies 

Instructions 
Work through each section of the workbook and complete the tasks in written in 
blue. 
Make sure you read all of the information carefully. 



Title: Do animals have rights? 
LO: To investigate whether human rights are more important than animals 

rights. 
 
Many people believe that all living things should be treated with respect. They believe animals 
have the same right to be protected from ill-treatment and exploitation as humans. 
 
Most people believe humans are capable of more than other animals, e.g. they can make 
decisions about what is right and wrong and they may have religious beliefs. This may mean 
that animals are not equal to humans, but also that they should be looked after carefully and 
protected as part of the natural world. 
 
There are a number of laws in the UK, 
designed to protect animals from cruelty. 
These laws make it an offence to: 

• neglect or ill-treat an animal, 
including when being transported or 
slaughtered 

• keep some animals without a special 
licence, e.g. those which are 
dangerous or a rare breed 

• stage the fighting of animals, such as 
dog or cock fighting, to bet on the 
outcome of such a fight or to be 
present at a fight 

• use animals in the research and 
development of cosmetics 

 
 
 
Task 1 
Colour-code the opinions on the next page into one of the following categories: 
 

o Arguments in favour of animal rights 
 

o Arguments against animal rights 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 



Task 2 
Read ‘Case Study: farmer convicted of causing suffering to cow’ and then answer the 
questions below: 
 

1. What was the farmer convicted of? 
 

2. Do you agree with the sentence he was given? Why? 
 

3. How did he justify his treatment of the cows? 
 

4. Do you think this is an acceptable justification? 
 
 
 
Task 3 
‘Humans should be able to use animals in whatever way they want.’  Do you think this 
is true? 
 

I think the statement ‘humans should be able to use animals in whatever way they want’ 

is/is not true. This is because … 

 

However, it could also be argued that … 

This is because … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Case Study: farmer convicted of causing 
suffering to cow 

 
 

In 2012, a Dorset farmer, Brian Pitman, was found guilty of failing to look 
after his herd of 90 cattle properly and causing unnecessary suffering to 
one animal. Eight animals died or had to be put to sleep. Pitman was fined 
£515 and banned from keeping cattle for two years. 
 
The court heard how he failed to feed his entire herd adequately and did 
not treat, or seek veterinary treatment for sick or injured animals. Pitman 
had faced 19 charges and pleaded guilty to two charges relating to animal 
identification for disease control. 
 
He was convicted of causing unnecessary suffering to one cow, which 
was found collapsed and underfed in a field by inspectors and had to be 
put down. The carcass of another cow was found nearby. Five animals 
later died because they were so sick. 
 
In his defence, Pitman said he struggled to care for them because he had 
been ill. He said only six or eight of his animals were unwell and that was 
down to infection, which he had treated. Pitman said after the 
sentencing, this will cause hardship to me. 
 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-dorset-18094826


Title: What do religions believe about animals? 
LO: To examine the ways in which animals are treated by the six major world 

religions. 
 

Religious believers are concerned about animal rights because they believe that, as part of 
the natural world, animals are precious. 

 
Task 1 
Use the information on animals and religion to complete the table showing what each 
of the six major world religions believe about animals on the next page. 

 

 

 
Task 2 
Choose two religions from your table. Then write one paragraph explaining the 
similarities in their views on animals and a second paragraph explaining the 
differences in their views. 
 

……………… and ……………… both have similar views on the use of animals. This is because 

they both believe … 

An example of this is … 

 

However, ……………… and ……………… also have different views about the use of animals. 

For example, …………… believes that … 

Whereas …………… believes that … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Religion What do they believe about animals? Do you agree with this view? 

Buddhism 

  

Hinduism 

  

Christianity 

  

Islam 

  

Judaism 

  

Sikhism 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



Title: Is animal testing ever acceptable? 
LO: To explore beliefs about the use of animals in medical research. 

 
An animal test is any scientific experiment or test in which a live animal is forced to undergo 
something that is likely to cause them pain, suffering, distress or lasting harm. 
 
Animals were used for testing cosmetics but this is now illegal in the UK. Animals are still 
used to test drugs before they are given to humans, but now other ways of testing have been 
developed. Animals have been genetically altered in a laboratory in order to study the effects 
of genetic diseases and to find out how genes work. There have also been experiments with 
cloning. 
 
 
Task 1 
Read through the article on animal testing and then answer the following questions 
in FULL SENTENCES. 
 

1. What are the main reasons animals are tested on? 
 

2. What alternatives to animal testing does the article give? 
 
 
 
In July 1996, scientists at the Roslin Institute created the world's first animal cloned from an 
adult cell. Dolly the sheep was created in a laboratory using an adult cell taken from one 
sheep to fertilise an egg from another. The fused cell was then implanted into a foster 
mother. It was a breakthrough in the history of genetic engineering. Researchers hoped it 
would enable new ways of treating debilitating diseases, but critics were worried it opened 
the door to human cloning. 
 
 
Task 2 
Read  the article on ‘Dolly’s Life’ and answer the questions below. 
 

1. Why was Dolly so important? 
 

2. In what ways was Dolly able to live a normal life? 
 

3. Is there anything to suggest that Dolly suffered because she was cloned? 
 
 
 
Task 3 
Do you agree with animal testing for medical purposes? 
 

I agree/ disagree with animal testing because… (explain your thoughts and feelings 

towards animal testing, happy/sad/ right/ wrong) 

The reasons why I agree/disagree are … 

In comparison others may disagree/agree with animal testing because… 



Why does animal testing take place? 
 

British law says that any new drug used for medicine, must be 
tested on at least two different types of live mammal. One of 
these must be a large non-rodent type animal.  This is to 
make sure the drug works and doesn't hurt you. Animal 
testing has also sometimes been used for developing:  

• Household products 

• Agricultural chemicals 

• Industrial chemicals  

• Pesticides 

• Paint 

• Food additives  
 
In some countries animals are also used to test beauty products. But this is not allowed in Britain anymore. 
 
Does it work?  
Animal testing has helped to develop vaccines against diseases like measles, rabies and mumps.  
Drugs to fight the effects of HIV and cancer rely on animal tests. Operations on animals helped to develop 
organ transplant and open-heart surgery techniques. However, an animal's response to a drug can be 
different to a human's and the stress the animals experience in the lab can affect the test results 
 
Are the animals hurt during testing?  
Laws protect all lab animals from cruelty during testing. However, these controls have not stopped some 
scientists from abusing animals and the animals can get very stressed. 
 
In favour of animal experiments: 
Experimenting on animals is acceptable if (and only if): 
Suffering is minimised in all experiments 
Human benefits are gained which could not be obtained by using other methods 
 
Against animal experiments: 
Experimenting on animals is always unacceptable because:  
It causes suffering to animals 
The benefits to human beings are not proven 
Any benefits to human beings that animal testing does provide could be produced in other ways 
 
Harm versus benefit 
The case for animal experiments is that they will produce such great benefits for humanity that it is morally 
acceptable to harm a few animals. The equivalent case against is that the level of suffering and the number 
of animals involved are both so high that the benefits to humanity don't provide moral justification. 
 
Is there an alternative?  
Yes.  Successful alternatives include taking human tissue samples and testing the drugs on them in a test 
tube. In some trials people have volunteered to be tested on.  Also, some experiments are carried out using 
computer models and programmes, while others involve looking at large numbers of statistics.  

 
 
 
 
 



Dolly’s Life 
 

 
As with all other cloned animals, Dolly 
started her life in a test tube. Once normal 
development was confirmed at six days, 
the embryo, which was eventually to 
become Dolly, was transferred into a 
surrogate mother. The pregnancy went 
without a problem and Dolly was born on 
5 July 1996. 
 
In an attempt to allow Dolly to have as 
normal a life as possible, it was decided 
that she should be allowed to breed. A 
small Welsh mountain ram was selected as 
her mate and between them they 
successfully produced six lambs. Their first 
lamb, Bonny, was born in the spring of 
1998. Twins followed the next year and 
triplets the year after that. 
 
In the autumn of 2001, Dolly was seen to be walking stiffly. X-rays confirmed that Dolly did 
indeed have arthritis. It fuelled the suspicion that cloned animals were destined to age 
prematurely. The cause of the arthritis was never established but daily anti-inflammatory 
treatment resolved the clinical signs within a few months. 
 
Although the arthritis was a concern for the animal carers at Roslin, a much more serious 
problem was feared. In January 2000, another cloned sheep, Cedric, died. The post mortem 
revealed that Cedric had died of sheep pulmonary adenomatosis (SPA). This disease is caused 
by a virus that induces tumours to grow in the lungs of affected animals and is incurable. 
 
Dolly remained healthy until Monday 10 February 2003, when an animal care worker reported 
that he had noted her coughing. Full veterinary examinations and blood tests were conducted 
but failed to establish a diagnosis. A CT scan was carried out on 14 February 2003. The scan 
confirmed the team's worst fears: tumours were growing in Dolly's chest. 
 
Since a general anaesthetic had been necessary to perform the CT scan it was decided that it 
would be best if Dolly did not regain consciousness and she was put to sleep. Dolly was six 
years old when she died and, on average, sheep live to be twelve years old. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Title: Should we eat meat? 
LO: To explore what it means to be a vegetarian or a vegan. 

 
 
Vegetarians do not eat any animal flesh: so, no chicken, pig, cow, seafood or any other 
animal. However, in addition to not consuming any animal meat, a vegan doesn’t eat eggs, 
dairy products or any other product derived from an animal. 
 
The Vegan Society holds a vision of a vegan world and in its 70-year history this has not 
changed. They respect all life. Use a positive approach to educate others and challenge 
misconceptions about vegans. They provide facts that the public can trust about being a 
vegan. They a-credit products to show the support from that company towards crediting a 
vegan world. 
 
 
Task 1 
List as many reasons as you can think of why people might choose to be vegetarian 
or vegan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Religious Beliefs: Jainism 
Jainists take five vows, the first of which is to avoid harming any living being. The importance 
they attach to this vow sets them apart from other religious groups and even strict vegetarians. 
All of India’s seven million Jains are vegetarian and they go to extreme measures to make 
sure they do not harm or injure any creature. 
 
They will gently sweep the ground in front of them as they walk in case they tread on an ant, 
or any other insect in their path. A Jain will wear a scarf or mask over their face to ensure not 
only that they do not accidentally swallow an insect but also to avoid disturbing any insects 
with their breath. Jains are forbidden even to eat vegetables that grow underground such as 
carrots and onions. This is because pulling them up will cause harm to the soil and numerous 
very small creatures. 
 
 
Task 2 
Explain what Jains believe about animals. 
 

One thing that Jains believe about animals is …  

For example, …  

Jains believe this because …  
 
 
 



Title: Are violent animal rights protests justified? 
LO: To examine the methods used by animal rights activists. 

 
 

An animal rights activist is someone who believes in justice for all animals. They don’t 
condone animal testing, factory farming, and other systemic mistreatment of animals, nor do 
they believe in using harsh animal training methods or other pursuits that cause animals pain 
or discomfort. Animal rights activists recognise much higher rights for animals to exist and 
live than the current society in general does, and they work to change this. 
 
Some animal rights groups have become increasingly violent in their tactics: 

• Death threats  

• Firebomb attacks 

• Online abuse 

• Extremism 

• Terrorism 
 
 
 

Task 1 
Complete the table by adding ways that people could protest for animals rights. 
 

Acceptable ways to protest Unacceptable ways to protest 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Animal Liberation Front 
The Animal Liberation Front (A.L.F.) carries out direct action against animal abuse in the form 
of rescuing animals and causing financial loss, usually through the damage and destruction 
of property. The A.L.F.'s short-term aim is to save as many animals as possible and directly 
disrupt the practice of animal testing. Their long-term aim is to end all animal suffering by 
forcing animal testing companies out of business. It is a non-violent campaign, activists taking 
all precautions not to harm any animal (human or otherwise). A.L.F actions are often against 
the law. 
 
 
Task 2 
Read the article called ‘Animal Liberation Front bomber jailed for 12 years’ and answer 
the questions in FULL SENTENCES. 
 

1. In what ways did Donald Currie protest against animal testing? 
 
 

2. Do you agree with the judge’s view that people should protest peacefully and 
not use violence? 

 
 

3. Is it ever justified to use violence when protesting? 

 

 

 
Task 3 
‘Violent protest is acceptable to prevent animals from being harmed.’ Do you agree? 

 

I agree/ disagree with the statement ‘violent protest is acceptable to prevent animals 

from being harmed’ because…  

The reasons why I agree/disagree are … 

 

However, someone may disagree with me because … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Animal Liberation Front bomber jailed for 
12 years 
8th December 2006 
 

An extremist described as the Animal Liberation Front's leading bomber was jailed for 12 
years and placed on licence for life yesterday after a bombing campaign against people he 
believed were associated with animal research. 
 
In what police described as a "devastating blow" to animal rights extremism, Donald Currie, 
40, was told he would be subject to parole conditions for the rest of his life, even after his 
release from prison, such was the danger to the public. 
 
Currie, an unemployed former psychiatric nurse of no fixed abode, planted home-made 
bombs outside the homes of a senior pharmaceutical company executive and the director of 
a courier firm, one of which ignited and could have caused serious injury, Reading crown court 
was told. Both companies have indirect links to Huntingdon Life Sciences, Britain's biggest 
drug-testing laboratory, which has been the target of a sustained campaign by activists 
opposed to animal testing. At least six separate but similar offences involving incendiary 
devices are being investigated across seven police forces. 
 
In the first of two attacks for which he was convicted, Currie targeted the home of Paul 
Blackburn, a senior executive for GlaxoSmithKline, in Beaconsfield, Buckinghamshire, in 
September last year, placing a device made of matches, cigarettes and a bottle of white spirit 
on the doorstep. 
 
It exploded in what firefighters described as a "large fireball" shortly after being discovered 
by Mr Blackburn's adult daughter at 11pm. The businessman was away from home, but his 
wife and another daughter, aged eight, were asleep inside at the time. The attack on the 
family followed years of phone calls and intimidation at their home. 
 
On March 26 this year Currie attempted to bomb the car of Caroline Brooks, the sales and 
marketing manager of a firm called PDP Couriers, which carries out work on behalf of a 
subsidiary of HLS. Her family had been the subject of a "virulent campaign of harassment and 
intimidation", the court heard, in which her cars had been damaged and she had been sent 
violently abusive letters. One posting on a website which claims to speak for the ALF read: 
"You profit from animal testing. You are a sick, evil pervert. You filthy, animal killing scum." 
 
On the evening of the attack, in Caversham, Reading, Ms Brooks and her partner disturbed 
Currie planting a device under one of their cars. He fled, and a second bomb was found 
abandoned in a hedge. The couple's two children, aged 11 and 14, were in the house at the 
time. Currie was arrested at the end of the family's street, close to a bicycle on which he 
planned to escape. He was carrying a fire lighter and cigarette lighter and wearing a mask. 
 
Sentencing Currie, Judge Zoe Smith said: "You are entitled to hold strong views and to oppose 
vivisection by protesting peacefully. But what you cannot do is enforce your views with 
violence." 


