
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Perspectives of Death 

Home Learning Booklet 
 

 

Thamesview School 

Religious Studies 

Instructions 
Work through each section of the workbook and complete the tasks in written in 
blue. 
Make sure you read all of the information carefully. 



Title: Jesus Revision 
 
Task 1 
Circle the correct answer to the questions. 

Question  Answers 

1. What was Jesus’ homeland called? 1) Ancient Palestine 
2) Israel 
3) Holy Land 
4) Jerusalem 

2. Who did Jesus intend his Church to 
reach out to?  

1) The weak 
2) The young 
3) The disabled 
4) All of the above 

3. What are the Gospels? 1) The Old Testament 
2) Stories about Jesus’ disciples 
3) Versions of Jesus’ life 
4) The New Testament 

4. Which two Gospels wrote about 
the birth of Jesus? 

1) Matthew 
2) Mark 
3) Luke 
4) John 

5. Which animal did Jesus ride into 
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday? 

1) Horse 
2) Donkey 
3) Camel 
4) Elephant 

6. Which of the following is NOT 
evidence that Jesus was a 
peacemaker? 

1) Jesus talked about peace 
2) Jesus stopped his disciples fighting with soldiers 
3) Jesus overturned the tables in the temple 
4) Jesus fed the five thousand 

7. When did Jesus share bread and 
wine with his disciples? 

1) The Last Supper 
2) The Crucifixion 
3) The Resurrection 
4) The Ascension 

8. Which of the following is NOT 
involved in the death of Jesus? 

1) Herod Antipas 
2) Judas Iscariot 
3) Pontius Pilate 
4) John the Baptist 

9. Why was Jesus’ tomb found to be 
empty on Sunday? 

1) He has been executed on a cross 
2) His body had been stolen 
3) He had risen from the dead 
4) He had not yet been buried 

10. What is Jesus’ rise in heaven known 
as? 

1) The Last Supper 
2) The Crucifixion 
3) The Resurrection 
4) The Ascension 



Task 2 
Label the picture by summarising each of the four Gospels. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Task 3 
Complete the table to explain the story of the death of Jesus. 
 

 What happened? Why is it important to Christians? 

The Last Supper   

The Arrest   

The Burial   

The Resurrection   

The Ascension   

 
 
Task 4 
‘Jesus could have chosen not to be killed’ Do you think that this is a fair statement? 
 
Write at least two paragraphs. The first paragraph should have your opinion and the 
second paragraph should explain why some might disagree with your point of view. 
You must refer to Christian beliefs in your answer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Title: Ideas about Immortality 
LO: To explore ideas about life after death. 

 
 
Immortality is eternal life – the ability to live forever and never die. 
 
Some people who believe in immortal life in a physical resurrection – that after death our soul 
will survive in a physical body. Others believe we have a soul, which is immortal. Others 
believe our mind is immortal. 
 
Many religious people who believe in immortality think it will take place in heaven or hell. 
Others think we become one with God. Stories have been written about beings who are 
immortal and live in the Earth. 
 
 
Task 1 
1. What do people mean when they talk about immortality? 

 
 

2. What part of the human might be said to be immortal? 
 
 

3. Why do you think some people would like to be immortal? 
 
 
 
Task 2 
Complete the table, using the information on the next page. 
 

 What does this 
mean? 

Why is it a good 
idea? 

What problems does 
it have? 

Bodily 
Resurrection 

   

Rebirth    

Memory    

Legacy    

 



Bodily 
Resurrection 

Rebirth Memories  Legacy  

Muslims and 
some Christians 
believe our bodies 
are brought to life 
for Judgement 
Day, and then we 
live forever in 
heaven. God is 
responsible for 
this resurrection. 

Hindus, Buddhists 
and Sikhs believe 
in different ways 
that life continues 
in a physical form 
beyond death. 
However, it is 
possible to escape 
from this circle of 
existence.  

Non-religious 
people say 
science cannot 
prove we will live 
again. They say 
the memories 
other people will 
have of us are 
what lives on. 
More 
impersonally, it is 
records of our 
lives which 
continue to exist. 

Non-religious 
people also talk 
about our legacy – 
the things we 
have done – 
which have 
impacted on 
others or the 
world. This is what 
lives on after we 
die. 

 
 
Despite the problems that the idea of immortality brings, and despite the lack of scientific 
evidence for immortality ever being possible, many people do still believe in it. It is a central 
teaching of some religions – that it is possible to live forever given the right actions in this 
lifetime. 
 
 
Task 3 
‘The chance of immortality is something people believe in to make themselves feel 
better about dying.’ Do you agree? 
 

I agree/disagree with the statement ‘the chance of immortality is something people 

believe in to make themselves feel better about dying’. This is because … 

 

However, it could also be argued that … 

This is because … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Title: Christian Beliefs about Death 
LO: To explore Christian beliefs about life after death. 

 

 
Task 1 
Read the information on the next sheet and then answer the questions in FULL 
SENTENCES. 
 

1. Match the key terms on the right with their meanings. 
 

2. Explain what Christians believe a person needs to do to get to heaven. 
 

3. Explain what Christians believe a person must have been like to have been 
condemned to hell. 

 

4. What do Christians believe happens to the soul after death? 
 

Soul  
 

Eternal happiness with God 

Judgement 
 

Eternal damnation for sinners who are not truly sorry. 

Purgatory  
 

The eternal part of ourselves – our spirit. 

Heaven  
 

The day when Jesus Christ judges each person 

according to their actions 

Hell  
 

Between death and Judgement Day – a time of 

purifying the soul 

 

 

 

 
Task 2 
‘Belief in an afterlife is the most important belief for a Christian.’ Do you agree? 
 

I agree/disagree with the statement ‘belief in an afterlife is the most important 

belief for a Christian’. This is because … 

 

However, it could also be argued that … 

This is because …  
 

 

 



Christian Beliefs about Death 
 

Resurrection  

Christians believe that after we die, we will 

be resurrected - raised from the dead, like 

Jesus was. Many Christians believe it will be 

a physical resurrection - we get a real body. 

Others believe it will be a spiritual 

resurrection - our soul in a new spiritual 

form. We are then judged by God. 

 

 

Judgement  

Christians believe that we will. be judged for our actions and beliefs - our sins and 

goodness. Sins are actions which go against God. They might be hurtful to others, 

disrespectful to God or a failure to show enough faith. lt is important for any Christian 

to be truly sorry for any sins they have done, and to ask God's forgiveness. This will 

help them on Judgement Day. 

 

Roman Catholics believe that after death, 

our soul is immediately judged. The 

judgement is based on our faith, and how 

we practised our faith and how we acted. 

Then at the end of time there will be a 

Judgement Day when God reveals all the 

judgements. 

 

 

Heaven and Hell 

After Judgement, everyone is sent to either heaven or hell. Hell is the place sinners go, 

who were not truly sorry for the things they did and did not accept Jesus, forgiveness. 

Hell is a terrible place of suffering for the sins committed. lt might be forever - referred 

to as eternal damnation. Heaven is a place of everlasting Life with God. This is 

expressed through ideas we see in pictures, film and cartoons - blue skies, fluffy clouds, 

everyone happy. 

 

 

Roman Catholics also believe that some people 

might be sent to purgatory. Purgatory is a state in 

which our soul can be prepared for heaven. lmagine 

the souI becoming dirty through sins: purgatory 

cleans it again. 

 



Title: Hindu Beliefs about Reincarnation 
LO: To examine the different ideas held in Hinduism about life after death. 

 

 
Reincarnation is the rebirth of a soul in another body. 
 
Hindus believe that all souls are pieces of Brahman, the supreme being. The soul is known 
as the atman.  All souls go through a process of life, death and rebirth. This cycle is known 
as samsara. The aim of this process is to make the soul perfect so that it can be free from 
being reincarnated in different bodies. This release is known as moksha.  At this stage, the 
soul is reunited with Brahman. Moksha can only be reached if the soul gains good karma 
during its lifetimes. For this reason, souls can go down as well as up on this scale, moving 
further away from moksha when they perform selfish or evil actions. 
 
 
Task 1 
Read the information on the next sheet and then answer the questions in FULL 
SENTENCES. 
 
1. Give the meanings of these words: karma; reincarnation; atman; samsara. 
 
2. How might a person be influenced in their life if the believe in karma and rebirth? 
 
3. Look at the blue circle in the diagram of moksha. Explain some examples of how a 

person might do this. 
 
 
 
Task 2 
‘The Hindu idea about life after death is the best explanation for what happens when 
we die.’ Do you agree? 
 

I agree/disagree with the statement ‘the Hindu idea about life after death is the best 

explanation for what happens when we die’. This is because … 

 

However, it could also be argued that … 

This is because …  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hindu Beliefs about Reincarnation 
 

 

0ne of the key beliefs of Hinduism is the idea of samsara, the cycle of birth, death and rebirth 

(reincarnation). We have a soul (atman), which is born again and again into many lifetimes 

on its spiritual journey. The journey only stops when the individual discovers their true nature 

or identity, as part of Brahman. This point is called moksha – liberation or freedom from 

rebirth, and reunion with Brahman. 

 

 

Karma 

Hindus believe in karma - that all actions in life have consequences. People in life have 

choices and these choices create good or bad karma. The soul moves on, carrying the karma 

with it from one body to the next.  You might think this means that Hindus do not care about 

people who are suffering - thinking they must have done something to deserve it in a 

previous life. However, Hinduism teaches that it is not only an individual's actions that 

influence the cycle of rebirth. Other forces beyond the individual's contort, including the 

actions of other people affect it. So, Hindus should not ignore suffering. Only humans create 

good karma. Animals do not create karma because they do not make moral choices. They 

act on instinct and so they have no actions to be either good or bad. Souls of the very wicked 

might be reborn as animals as many times as it takes to burn off their bad karma, although 

this is believed to be very unusual. 

 

 

Reincarnation 

Hindus believe in atman, which is similar to the idea of a soul or spirit that lives in each 

person. lt is this soul that is reborn in another body when we die. The process of the soul 

being born into a new body is called reincarnation. The soul's karma shapes its future lives. 

Hindus are therefore responsible for their own rebirth. Each lifetime the soul grows until it 

reaches perfection. For those who build lots of bad karma, they take more lifetimes to reach 

perfection.  

 

The whole aim of these rebirths is to achieve the goal to reunite with Brahman - the Ultimate 

Reality. lt is a bit like Christians wanting to go to heaven to be with God or Muslims wanting 

to go to paradise with Allah. The soul breaks free from the constant cycle of karma and 

rebirth when it realises its true nature. Hindus call this moksha. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Moksha 

Moksha is freedom from rebirth, and reunion with 

Brahman. lt is the aim of life for Hindus. Hindu ideas 

about karma and reincarnation mean that a person 

should try to live a good life. They focus on worship 

of God, think about helping others rather than 

themselves, treat all life as important and tolerant 

of others. The atman slowly comes to understand 

its true nature – that it is part of or one with 

Brahman and sees everything else as not being 

reality. At s point, it becomes enlightened, and 

achieves moksha. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Title: Jewish Beliefs about Death and Mourning 
LO: To examine the Jewish perspective on life after death. 

 
 
Task 1 
Read the information on Jewish belief in the afterlife on the next page and then: 

1. Underline/highlight key information. 
2. Draw a picture that represents each Jewish belief. 

 
 
Task 2 
Explain what Jewish people believe about death and why. 
Write one PEE paragraph answering the question. 
 

One thing that Jewish people believe about death is …  

For example, …  

Jewish people believe this because …  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



Title: Islamic Teachings about Life after Death 
LO: To explore beliefs about life after death in Islam. 

 
 

Task 1 
Complete the paragraph by using the information on the page to fill in the gaps. 
 

_____________ is the life after death or what happens to all people once 

they die.  

Islam teachers us that human life is divided into three ___________parts. 

Firstly,  

the ____________  life on earth.  Secondly, the life of ___________ and 

thirdly, the eternal life that will follow. 

Everything we do in our life is ___________. Even the smallest deed will 

be displayed before our eyes on the Day of ____________. The judgment 

will be final. No one will __________  it. Heaven will be the reward for 

those who obeyed Allah and did good ___________. Hell will be the 

punishment for those who disobeyed Allah.  
 
 
 
Task 2 
‘If there is no life after death, there is no point of living a good life.’ Do you agree? 

 

I agree/disagree with the statement ‘if there is no life after death, there is no point of 

living a good life’. This is because … 

 

However, it could also be argued that … 

This is because … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Al-Akhirah 
 

Al-Akhirah is the life after death or what happens to all people once they die. Islam 

teachers us that human life is divided into three distinct parts. They are: 

1. The temporary life on earth. 

2. The life of Barzakh. This is the time between this life and the Day of Judgment. 

3. The eternal life that will follow. 

 

Since our life on earth is very short in comparison with the afterlife, it is clear that the 

eternal life is the most important for Muslims. This world will come to an end. After 

that all humans from Adam to the end of time will be brought to life for judgment. 

Allah will call everyone to his presence. This will be the Day of Judgment. Allah has 

given us the freedom to choose between right and wrong. We must face the 

consequences of how we lived our lives on this earth. Almighty Allah, who knows 

everything, will judge us fairly. On the Day of Judgment, no one’s help can free others 

from their sins. Everyone stands alone before Allah and everyone will get full justice. 

No one will be wronged even by an atom’s weight. Everything we do in our life is 

recorded. Even the smallest deed will be displayed before our eyes on the Day of 

Judgment. The judgment will be final. No one will escape it. Heaven will be the reward 

for those who obeyed Allah and did good deeds. Hell will be the punishment for those 

who disobeyed Allah.  

 

There are many explicit references in the Holy Qu’ran about Al-Akhirah (life after 

death).  This is what The Holy Prophet Mohammed came to teach and this is what 

gives meaning and purpose to our lives.  

 

The Holy Prophet Mohammed once said of the Day of Judgment that no person will 

move from the presence of Allah unless they have answered the following five 

questions: 

1. How the individual spent their life? 

2. How the person spent their youth? 

3. How the person earned their wealth? 

4. How they spent their wealth? 

5. What the person did about gaining Islamic knowledge? 

 


