
 

  

Summer 2021 Grades - Frequently Asked Questions 
 
How will grades be awarded this summer?  
 
Grades for GCSEs, A levels, and vocational and technical qualifications including BTECs will be based 
on a rigorous process involving teacher assessment against national standards, internal quality 
assurance, and external quality assurance by the exam boards.  
 
Thamesview School will follow a process defined by the Department for Education and the exams’ 
regulator, Ofqual:  

• Teachers will assess students against a national standard, using exam board materials 

including exam papers, mark schemes and standardisation resources. 

• Grades submitted will be quality assured by the centre. The internal quality assurance 

process will be approved by the exam board to ensure it is rigorous and in line with national 

standards.  

• External quality assurance will be carried out by the exam boards.  This may include random 

sampling of our evidence.  

• The exam boards will award students their final grades if they are confident in our submitted 

results. 

• If students do not think their results are accurate, they have the right to appeal.  

 
How will the loss of learning due to Covid-19 impact on results? 
 
Due to the continued disruption of the pandemic, teachers will only assess students on content they 
have been taught. Students will not be disadvantaged if they have been unable to complete the full 
course however there must be a broad range of evidence to justify the grade awarded and sufficient 
coverage of the curriculum to enable progression.  
 
My child has missed a lot of time due to Covid / has been affected by other negative factors which 
I think have impacted upon their performance. Would my child be considered for special 
consideration? 
 
Special consideration may not apply to all situations. If you think that your child’s performance in an 
assessment has been affected by temporary illness or extreme personal circumstances at the time of 
assessment, you can inform us at the school via email. All request must be made by 9am 9th June in 
order that we have time to process requests and inform staff during our grading process.  
 



  

What evidence will be used?  
 
Teachers will draw on a range of assessment evidence from throughout the course - Classwork, 
mock exams and papers set by the exam boards may contribute, with assessments completed 
towards the end of the course contributing more significantly. There is no requirement for any one 
type of assessment to be used – a range of evidence has been recommended by the Department for 
Education. Different departments may use different sources of evidence and different weighting to 
evidences may apply.  
 
What happens if a student misses an assessment? 
 
Students will be completing several assessments in each subject between now and the internal 
deadline of Friday 28th May.  This is to provide students with plenty of opportunity to demonstrate 
the grade at which they are performing.  If a student misses an assessment, they will be given the 
opportunity of sitting it at another time.  However, this may not be necessary if there is a broad 
range of evidence from throughout the course to justify the awarding of a grade. 
 
Will standards be different between different schools and colleges?  
The standard against which teachers will be assessing students is set nationally by the exam boards. 
This is the standard that will be used during internal and external quality assurance and appeals to 
ensure consistency and fairness.  
 
Am I entitled to my exam access arrangements when completing assessments in lessons? 
 
Students who would usually have extra time, a reader, scribe or word processor in exams will still be 

entitled to these arrangements when completing an assessment in lesson or in the hall. If, for some 

reason, a student has not been provided with what they are entitled to, they must inform their 

teacher. 

What weighting will be given to each piece of evidence teachers look at to make a judgment on 
the final grade?  
 
The JCQ guidance makes it clear that we should not use formulaic calculations when deciding upon a 
grade. Teachers will be making a holistic judgment based on careful consideration of the assessment 
evidence available to them. Teachers’ judgements will be quality assured by line managers and 
senior leaders. This will help us to arrive at a fair, valid and reliable grade for each individual student 
which will take into account a range of evidence and consider the context in which each piece of 
evidence was produced.  

Will all the assessments my child has done have equal weighting in the holistic grading process? 

The short answer no. We have chosen to consider a wide range of assessments in the grading 
process in order that we have the appropriate evidence available for all students. For the vast 
majority of students it is their recent assessments that will be more valuable in the grading process. 
The guidance from Ofqual and JCQ have asked us to assess the value of the assessment evidence on 
a number of criteria: Authenticity; Timing; Marking; Level of Control; Content. As we have indicated 
throughout the process these criteria place more value on assessments completed towards the end 
of the GCSE. However, the criteria also give centres the flexibility to consider work that was 
completed earlier in the course where exceptional circumstances For example, where a student has 

been significantly 



  

affected over the recent lockdowns and beyond we may wish to consider their performance in 
previous years. It is for this reason that we have chosen to consider work from across the GCSE 
course rather than limiting our evidence to that produced solely in Year 11.  
 
Does my child’s projected / predicted grades give me an idea of the grade my child will receive in 
their GCSEs?  
 
JCQ guidance states clearly that we are not allowed to use projected / predicted grades as part of 
our evidence as the grade awarded needs to be based on student achievement rather than on 
potential. However, we will be able to consider the assessment evidence that was used to generate 
the projected / predicted grade.  
 
Are the assessments from this year more important than previous assessments?  
 
The JCQ guidance has outlined how centres should judge the usefulness of assessment evidence in 
the grading process. For example, their guidance makes it clear that recent assessments are likely to 
be more representative of student performance.  
 
If my child performs well in the final assessments, will they be disadvantaged by previous 
performance or, if they do not perform well in the final assessments, will this lower their grade? 
 
Each teacher assessed grade will be a holistic professional judgement, balancing different sources of 
evidence and data. We will not be using a formulaic calculation to average student performance 
across assessments; this is where the holistic approach is more favourable as it allows us to take into 
account assessments where a student has not performed as well.  
Professional experience and judgment will form a key part of ensuring that the grade awarded to 
each student is fair.  
 
Will the performance of previous cohorts affect my child’s grade?  
 
The decisions on your individual child’s grade will be made prior to us comparing performance to 
previous examination years. After the grading judgements have been made, we are required to 
compare the grades for this year’s cohort to cohorts from previous years when exams have taken 
place (2017 to 2019). We will follow JCQ guidance regarding how to compare grades to previous 
years’ distributions, the level of expected variability of outcomes over time, and relevant limitations 
of such comparisons, including where there are fewer entries in a subject, for instance. Where there 
is significant divergence from the profiles attained in previous examined years, we are required to 
prepare a succinct commentary which addresses this disparity and highlights the reasons for it.  
 
Will my child be told what their final teacher assessed grade will be?  
 
Results from individual assessments will continue to be shared with your child. However, the JCQ 
guidance states that “although teachers may share results associated with individual pieces of 
evidence, they must not share with students the grades submitted to awarding organisations before 
results are released.”(JCQ Guidance March 2021, p8).  
If the examination boards are confident in our submitted results, the examination boards will award 
students their teacher assessed grades. We are confident that we have policies and procedures in 
place to ensure the examination boards will determine our grades are fair and robust.  

 



  

Can my child discuss the grade they are likely to receive with their teacher?  
We will be transparent about the range of evidence we are using with students. Teachers are unable 
to discuss with students the grades they will submit and students should not attempt to put pressure 
upon teachers to reveal the grades. If students attempt to do this, this may be considered as exam 
malpractice. 
 
How will you ensure that some students are not favoured / disadvantaged due to teacher bias?  
 
All assessments in March and May will be marked with only candidate numbers on the paper rather 
than their names. Extensive moderation will take place across departments and across the school. 
All staff will receive training based on materials from Ofqual on how to make objective decisions that 
are free from bias and prejudice. There will also be a robust process of internal quality assurance in 
place and this will be approved by the examination boards to ensure it is rigorous and in line with 
national standards. Our results will be quality assured by the examination boards and this may 
include random sampling of our evidence.  
 
Can parents and students lobby for a higher grade?  
 
No. Teachers are using their professional expertise to assess students on the content they have been 
taught. The process for awarding GCSE and A Level grades is evidence-based, set against national 
standards provided by the exam boards.  Any submission of grades without evidence would be 
considered exam malpractice.  Any undue pressure by student or parent on teachers to increase 
grades will be referred to the exam boards and an investigation into malpractice may ensue. If 
malpractice is deemed to have taken place, this may result in the student’s certificate being 
removed.  
 
Can I appeal my child`s final grade?  
 
You can`t appeal on behalf of your child. If your child is unhappy with his/her final GCSE grade. 
He/she must contact the school at once.  


