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Year 7 Trip to Kingswood, Norfolk 

On Wednesday 10th July, 29 Year 7 students were accompanied by 4 staff members to Kingswood, West 

Runton, Norfolk. Over the course of three days students had the opportunity to take part in activities such as: 

abseiling, climbing, beach activities and zip wire.  

 

Students arrived on the afternoon of the 10th and were split into their dorm groups. Then came the trauma of 

making their own beds! However, with a little guidance and a lot of team work the students felt a great sense 

of achievement from completing the task. The rest of the afternoon was spent abseiling/climbing, but more 

on that later...   

 

A great morning was had by all at the beach on 11th with various activities arranged including cricket and 

four square. Both staff and students enjoyed some friendly competition as well as the more artistic members 

of the group creating fantastic sand murals.  

 

Abseiling and the zip wire posed a particular challenge to a number of  

students on the afternoon of 11th. However, the staff were very impressed 

with a number of students who pushed themselves out of their comfort zones 

and faced their fears.  

 

The final day came around quickly and students were able to test their driving 

skills in ‘side-by-side’ and their problem solving skills were also put to the test. 

Students showed great team work in order to solve difficult puzzles as well as 

successfully summiting an eight foot wall! 

 

The students proudly represented Thamesview and displayed our school  

values throughout the trip. Well done to all staff and students involved! 

 

Miss Griffin 
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Dear Parents, Students and Carers 

 

What an incredible year it has been, packed full of challenges and excitement. 

 

This term has seen a number of successful activities taking place with various groups of students 

away on residential trips.  The students returned clearly having had a great experience and I would 

like to thank all the staff involved for their time and commitment to activities week. 

 

Sports Day was a highlight; it was great to see parents supporting and enjoying the action as much 

as we were.  Endeavour triumphed for the overall winners’ cup, every community should be proud 

of how they competed and supported all involved. 

 

Work on the expansion plans will continue throughout the summer as we work to ensure the  

provision is the best we can possibly achieve for the school.  As always we will update you as the 

process moves forward.   

 

At the end of any academic year a number of staff move on to pastures new, whether that is a new 

post, career or retirement.  To those staff who are moving on, your contribution to the school is valued and much appreciated.  We wish 

you every success for the future.  I am delighted to say we are fully staffed and have made some great appointments and look forward 

to welcoming our new colleagues in September. 

 

As I look back on my first year at Thamesview School I feel immensely grateful and extremely fortunate to work with such a committed 

staff and a truly delightful student body.  They have made every day a joy and there is no greater privilege than to watch young people 

develop, learn and grow.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank the staff, students, governors and parents/carers for your  

welcome and support.  

 

We wish you all a safe, sunny and relaxing holiday. 

 

Yours sincerely , G Rorke, Headteacher 

 

              Young Farmers 
 

I am a member of Young  

Farmers at Jeskyns Community 

Woodland. We have many  

animals that we look after such 

as sheep, cows, calling ducks, 

geese, chickens, rabbits, guinea 

pigs, fish and quail. On the 5th, 

6th and 7th of July I attended 

the Kent County Show at Detling 

show ground.  

 

 

I showed a duck, a goat and my 

two lambs. I won second and 

fifth prize for my lambs and 1st 

prize for my goat. Everyone from 

Jeskyns Young Farmers did  

really well and we all enjoyed 

showing our animals.  

 

Harry Williams  - Year 8 

 

Parent Views  
At Thamesview we value our parents’ opinions and  

continued support.  We offer parents the opportunity to tell 

us your views at school events and have been very pleased 

by the positive responses.  You are invited to complete our 

parent view questionnaire at the web address below: 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/tvsparentview 

 

We look forward to hearing your views. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/tvsparentview
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Some of our Year 7 students have been working really hard with Miss Weedon, their Welfare Support Manager in clearing the 

disused flower beds to grow their own vegetables.  The students have been giving up their break and lunch times to work in the 

garden and have been asking to stay after school to continue with their hard work.  The area is looking so much better and the 

seeds have started to grow!  The students are so excited about this new idea that they have recruited more students to help 

them as well as taking the idea further by creating a Wellbeing Area with wind chimes, painted rocks and a seating area.  Well 

done to Lenny Howard 7T, Casey Turner 7H, Harvey Steer 7E, Leo Perrin 7V, Chelsy Cheeseman 7S, Michaela Bauckham 7M & 

Phoebe Featherstone 7V. You have all worked so hard! 

 

These are a selection of painted rocks 

hidden in the garden for the new Year 7 

students to find in September! 

 

Casey Turner 7H (our future Alan 

Titchmarsh) has taken this idea one 

step further and has started to grow 

his own vegetables at home.  He now 

wants to do this on a much larger 

scale and is talking about getting his 

own allotment!  Amazing! 

The students are growing tomato plants in 

small pots in the hope to sell them in  

order to purchase more packets of seeds 

to grow pumpkins ready for Halloween. I 

am so proud of them all!   Miss Weedon 



Well done to Lamas Bah ( 8T) for 

achieving the most positive behaviour 

points in Year 8 this academic year! 
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Ryanna Stewart-Grant has read 

over 2 million words this academic 

year. Mrs Fox (Librarian) has said 

how proud she is of Ryanna and 

how dedicated she has been to 

reading this year.  

Well done Ryanna, keep reading! 

To celebrate positive behaviour and kindness, we issued a 

selected student with a picnic basket filled with a blanket 

and treats to enjoy with friends at lunchtime.  The winner 

‘Tammy Reeves’ was selected by Miss Weedon as she was  

impressed with how Tammy conducts herself around the 

school and how she interacts with her peers on a daily basis. 

Well done Tammy, continue to be the polite kind young girl 

that you are. We are all extremely proud of you!  

 

 

  

 

 

 

A huge Well Done to Ruby James for 

achieving the highest amount of My 

Stickers in Year 8!  

 Keep up the good work and keep  

earning to achieve great prizes. 

 

Thank you to all staff and students for a fantastic academic 

year. I am feeling very positive about the move into Year 9 

as students start to study their GCSEs having chosen their 

options.  

Next year we welcome Mrs Maher who will be the Year 8 

and 9 Welfare Support Manager. Mrs Maher has enjoyed 

getting to know the students this year and looks forward to 

working with us as we move into our ‘ Year 9 Team.’ 
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Have a  great Summer 2019 break with family and friends.  

 

Be Grateful.  

Be Kind.  

We know this was mentioned  in the last news letter 

but this achievement simply deserves a double entry 

as it’s such a great qualification to gain.  

Well done to all the Year 9 participants—your CV’s 

just got a little healthier!   

Mock week presented itself to Year 9s who stepped up to the challenge 

and embraced the exams with open arms.  

 

Well done everyone for handling your first exams in the sports hall—it’s 

preparation for the real GCSEs. 

 

The next two years are vitally important for you now  - it’s time to  

become disciplined, focused and driven individuals.   

It’s where the winners hang out!!  



Page 6  Summer Term 6 

Year 10 

Top tips to help your child 
get ready for exams: 

The secret to doing well in exams lies in  

planning. You can help your child to create a 

clear revision plan and method of studying that 

will make them feel in control of their work. 

Tips for revision planning: 

 work out a revision timetable for each subject 

 break revision time into small chunks - hour-

long sessions with short breaks at the end of each 

session often work well 

 make sure your child has all the essential 

books and materials 

 condense notes onto postcards to act as  

revision prompts 

 buy new stationery, highlighters and pens to 

make revision more interesting 

 go through school notes with your child or 

listen while they revise a topic  

 time your child's attempts at practice papers 

It’s been a very busy year for Year 10s especially with 

mocks recently. Well done to everyone who put in their 

best effort! One final year before the real GCSE exams! In 

this final year, it’s imperative that we’re all working  

together— students, parents and staff to get the best 

possible GCSE grades. If you would like any further  

support, please let us know and we’d be happy to  

discuss.  The Year 10 team 

Thank-you to our 2018-2019 Prefects. 

We appreciate all your efforts this year! 

 

Have a wonderful, well-earned  

summer holiday! See you in  

September for Year 11! 

Year 10 Work  

Experience 
Current Year 10 students will have completed their work  

experience placements in July, however, two students managed to 

get a taste of their placement during the Easter break. Dylan  

Morris had this to say about his work experience trial: 

 

During my time at Print Boss, I was taught the basics of designing a 

shirt and how they are printed onto certain attire which was  

interesting. At first it was quite daunting, which is to be expected, 

but the people there were welcoming and kind. It also gave me a 

better perspective on what working in a small  

business is like. And as a bonus, it prepared me for 

July, when my actual work experience comes. It was 

a beneficial couple of days. 

 

Tommy Coleman completed his work experience at 

Legends Sports during the holidays and supported 

coaching sessions for younger children . Tommy got 

a glowing report from his employer, Mr Daines, who 

said he would be happy to welcome Tommy back 

any time. 
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Year 11  

Results Day Reminder: students can collect their exam results on 22nd August between 10 - 11.30 am. 
If they are unable to collect them, they can write a note giving their permission for another person 
to collect them on their behalf. We are unable to give results out over the phone or via e-mail. Any 
results not collected will be put in the post.  

Year 11 Construction Site Visit 
 
 

On Friday 13th April we took a small group of Year 11 students to visit a 

construction site. Yes I know it was the Easter holidays but the students 

were happy to give up a day to take advantage of this opportunity. The site 

was for the new Dover leisure centre and the contractor BAM. This is a 

£20million project and will have a national size swimming pool as well as football pitches, squash 

courts and a health suite. 

 

We had a presentation by one of the senior site managers and found out lots about the company 

and even more about the project and special features sure as a hydraulic floor in the teaching pool. 

The students found out so much about the different roles, not just the usual construction trades but 

the ground workers who are on site long before the electricians, carpenters, plumbers etc. 

We also had a tour of the site, which to be fair was mostly mud with 

holes in the ground but 

this is to show the prep 

work which goes on  

before the build, which 

nobody ever sees, such as 

drainage etc. 

Congratulations to all Year 11 students on 
finishing their exams. You’ve all worked 

very hard and should be proud!  
We look forward to celebrating your  

successes with you on results day! 
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Year 12 Taster Day 
 

On Friday 28th June, the new cohort of Year 12 students (those that 

will be starting in September) met up for a Taster Day. The aim of 

the day was for the students to meet one another and complete a 

number of team building activities. Knowing that the students were 

up for a challenge, I decided to book them in for a session in the 

Panic Room! Located in Gravesend, the Panic Room is a 60 minute 

real-life adventure game, whereby the team members had one hour 

to complete the mission of ‘escaping’ the room before their time 

was up. Unfortunately, none of the teams managed to escape but 

listening to their stories after, it seems that they were very close– 

a great time effort all round. After working up an appetite, we went 

to Julius Caesar where we experienced fine Italian cuisine. We are 

looking forward to seeing all of those that have applied in  

September. Good luck with all of your GCSE results.  

Year 12 Enrolment Day 
I hope that you are enjoying the summer break now that all of your exams have finished.  

As you are aware, results day is on Thursday 22nd August this year. In order to secure your place at Thamesview for the Sixth Form you 

will need to come into school on Friday 23rd August, (between 10:00 and 12:00) to enrol and collect your induction pack ready for your 

first day of the new term as a Year 12. You will be required to bring in confirmation of your results with you; if it turns out that you didn’t 

quite get the pre-requisites required, please still come in on that day so that this can be discussed further and alternative options can be 

discussed (if need be). 

100% Pass Rate! 
A massive congratulations to all of the Year 13 students that 

graduated this Summer. They all passed the IBCP qualification 

with flying colours. As Head of Sixth Form, I am extremely proud 

of them all and of the hard work that they have put into their 

studies over the past two years; the hard work has certainly 

paid off.  

Holly Curtis a Year 13 student says “I have enjoyed my time 

being part of the Sixth Form at Thamesview and would highly 

recommend it to anyone who is looking to take their next step. 

It has provided me with many opportunities and has allowed me 

to develop into a more well-rounded student. The support I have 

received from all staff throughout my two years has been  

incredible and has made my journey more enjoyable. I am very 

pleased with the grades that I have achieved, and I am able to 

get into my first choice university.”  

 

We hope that 

you all have a 

relaxing  

summer  

before  

embarking on 

your next  

endeavours.  

 

Good Luck. 

IBCP Higher Education 
Event 

 

On Monday 24th June, Mr Martel and I took 15 Year 12  

students to Canterbury Christchurch University for an IBCP  

Higher Education Event. The aim of the day was to introduce 

students to the endless possibilities available at University with 

the IBCP qualification; it was mentioned that some students 

have even got into Oxford and Cambridge. Students were given 

a tour of the University and were able to experience a University 

lecture. For the Year 12s this was an exciting day as for many, 

they had never visited a University campus before and so it was 

an eye-opener. The event has also got the students thinking 

about their future after Sixth Form– it will come round soon!! In 

Year 13, we will be looking at options available in more depth.  

 

Furthermore, as always, Mrs Sandy is available to provide help 

and support 

with options 

and  

decisions 

post-Sixth 

Form.  

By Miss Terry, 

Head of 6th 

Form 



Year 8 Moving On 
 

At the end of Term 5 Construction 

Youth ran a transferable skills 

session for a small group of Year 

8 students where the students 

had the opportunity to use maths 

skills in work place tasks.  The 

students had to work out the 

area of a wall and calculate the 

cost of painting the wall. As well 

as their maths skills they also 

used other skills which relate to 

the world of work including team work, communication and  

problem solving. 

 

The students completed 

the tasks to a very high 

standard and impressed 

with their maths skills, 

some students not even 

using a calculator. 

 

Linking curriculum 

subjects to the world 

of work encourages 

students to  

investigate different 

career pathways and 

understand the  

relevance of subjects 

to the workplace. 

World Here We Come 
 

As our first cohort of Year 13 students get ready to leave  

Thamesview for pastures new, to help them on their way we  

organised a morning of support for them. We had two  

professional guests in school to help and advise in ways to  

improve their CV’s, Marie Colgan from Department of Work and 

Pensions helped students to create a CV to impress future  

employers and help 

these young people 

access the world of 

work, while Victoria 

Lawrence, from Kent 

County Council, 

showed the students 

how to research  

apprenticeship  

vacancies in different 

areas including higher 

level and 

degree 

appren-

ticeships.  

Not Just for Boys 
 

As we approach the 

end of term we  

organised some  

workshops for Year 8 

students looking at 

stereotyping , gender 

pay gap and equality. 

The workshops were 

called Not Just for Boys 

and concentrated on the 

Construction industry. 

These workshops were 

delivered by  

Construction Youth who 

brought along female 

volunteers from the 

Construction industry to  

support the students during 

the day. 

 

As Year 8 students have  

recently had the opportunity to 

select some option subjects 

for next academic year this 

seemed a good time to start 

looking further ahead at careers 

and pathways. As this topic, 

gender pay gap, has featured in 

the news of late it made a good 

foundation to work from. 

Confidence in the Classroom 
 

During this term a 

group of Year 10 

students had the 

opportunity to work 

with student  

ambassadors from 

Kent Universities to  

improve their  

confidence in the 

classroom. Hopefully 

this will support  

students to progress in lessons during Year 11 and  

beyond, and achieve the best grades possible, fulfilling their  

potential. 

 

The workshops encouraged students to use vital skills such as : 

teamwork, communication, resilience, problem solving in a much 

less formal setting. Thamesview students had a Q & S session to 

find out more about university life, qualifications and next steps.  
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Enrichment and Charities 
Eco Group: Spring Clean by Tayla Gallier (Y7) 

On 10th May, Thamesview School’s Eco Group teamed with Gravesham Council and  

participated in Gravesham’s Big Spring Clean. We were provided with sacks, 

litter pickers and a full approach of enthusiasm. In small teams we  

surrounded Cascades Leisure Centre, attacking their fields and football 

pitches. We spent 2 hours climbing through bushes, tackling stinging nettles 

and making our way through the tree line to collect abandoned litter. The teams found a variety of rubbish from plastic 

bottles and cans to the odd finds of walking sticks and car parts. All the plastic that was collected will now be sent over to 

another Gravesham school to come together for an art project. After coming back to school with over twenty full bags of 

rubbish, Thamesview’s Eco Group would like to promote the importance of littering and ultimately climate change. We will 

be striving to complete another successful litter pick for Gravesham’s Big Summer Clean in Term 6. 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 

     

Anime and Gaming Convention 

Students who attend the Anime and Manga Club went on the annual London trip to the Anime and Gaming Convention on 6th July. 

They immersed themselves in Japanese anime culture, had the opportunity to meet voice actors and dress up in cosplay. For  

students interested in anime and manga, where there aren’t many other students in the school with the same interest, it was an 

amazing experience to be surrounded by people of all ages who enjoy the art form as much as them. 
 

Charity Mindset 
 

Charity is not all about giving money. It can be about giving your time as well.  

Students are being encouraged to give back to the school and their community by  

volunteering their time and helping others. This initiative has really taken off and  

since September students have given 1038 hours of their time to help around the  

school!   

Staff Charity Bike Ride 
On Wednesday 3rd July, 16 members of staff dug out their sports kit and took part in 

their own version of the Prudential Ride London 100 mile bike ride.  We had an initial 

aim of riding 100 miles within 8 hours.  Mrs Cyman started that riding off at 8am whilst 

students started to arrive into school, and wondered what was happening. The wheels 

on the bike didn't stop until 4pm where as a team we managed a grand total of 120 

miles.  Staff participated in the challenge in order to raise money 

for Tommy’s charity in which staff and students donated, raising a 

total of £112.98.  Students and staff alike enjoyed the event and 

well done to everyone that took part. 
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Library Corner 
 

Accelerated Reader Master Class Achievers 

And then there were SIX!! Congratulations to the students in these classes for getting national recognition for their reading. These students 

read on average more than 25 minutes everyday for five months. Their hard work has not only resulted in outstanding reading improvements 

but has also brought great pride to the school. Well done! 

 

Author Visit 

In term 5 the members of our book group participated in the Maidstone Area Book Awards (MABA). Our students joined students from six 

other schools in reading the MABA shortlist and voted for what they thought was the best book. On 30th April, all the schools were invited to 

Invicta Grammar School for Girls where the author of the winning book, Sue Wallman, spoke about what it’s like being an author. This was 

the first year we participated but it will definitely not be our last.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Money Raised this Year 

I would like to thank parents, students and staff for all their generosity this year. In addition to donating more than 45 boxes of old  

textbooks to Books4Africa and dozens of bags for life of food for our 

community foodbank, Thamesview has also raised an amazing 

amount of money for some very deserving charities.  

 

Giving our Old Textbooks a New Life 

As the curriculum changes, so do the textbooks. Often these books 

are still in very good condition but are sent off to be recycled or worse, 

to the landfill. As part of our charity work at Thamesview, we decided 

to give these books another lease of life. Books4Africa is a charity 

that was setup to reduce environmental waste and improve the quality of education in Africa. The lovely members of our Charity Club and 

Mr. Martel helped pack and move more than 45 boxes full of old textbooks into the school minibus to be delivered to the distribution 

warehouse in Canterbury.   

Charity  Money Raised 

Greyhound Trust (Year 7 Charity) £326.38 

Demelza (Year 8 Charity) £274.82 

Children with Cancer (Year 9 Charity) £276.12 

Teenage Cancer Trust (Year 10 Charity) £248.72 

Young Minds (Year 11 Charity) £266.32 

Poppy Appeal £438.36 

Children in Need £1329.91 

Once We Were Soldiers £256.75 

Read for Good £594.85 

Red Nose Day £90.20 

Paramount Foundation £81.00 

Tommy’s Charity £112.94 

Total £4296.37 
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Term Dates 

1 

(2019) 

Monday 2nd September to 

Friday 18th October 2019 

2 

(2019) 

Monday 4th November to  

Friday 20th December 2019 

3  

(2020) 

Monday 6th January to  

Friday 14th February 2020 

4 

(2020) 

Monday 24th February to  

Friday 3rd April 2020 

5 

(2020) 

Monday 20th April to  

Friday 22nd May 2020 

6 

(2020) 

Monday 1st June to 

Wednesday 22nd July 2020 

 

Diary Dates 
 

 

Staff Development Days 2019/20: 

Monday, 2nd September 2019 

Tuesday 3rd September 2019 
 

 

Bank Holiday: 

Friday 8th May 2020 

 

Please note that the school will be 

closed on these days for students. 

First day back reminder…….  
Term 1 starts for students on Wednesday 4th September 2019. There is a staggered start  -   

Years 7 and 12 to arrive by 8.35am and Years 8, 9, 10, 11 and 13 to arrive by 9.55am 

Key Events: 
    2019/20 

 

 Fri 19th Jul  -  Last day of Term 6 for students 

 Mon 22nd Jul and Tues 23rd Jul -  Staff Development 

Days. School closed to students 

 Mon 2nd Sep and Tues 3rd Sep  -  Staff Development 

Days. School closed to students 

 Wed 4th Sep  -  First day of Term 1 for students 

 Fri 13th Sep  -  Roald Dahl Day 

 Wed 18th Sep  -  School Photographs Day 

 Tues 24th Sep  -  Yr 10 Work Experience Parent  

    Information Evening 

 Thurs 3rd Oct  -  Yr 7 Evening, 3.30-6.30pm 

 Thurs 10th Oct  -  Open Evening, 6.00-9.00pm 

 Mon 14th Oct  and Tues 15th Oct  -  Open Mornings 

 Fri 18th Oct  -  Last day of Term 1 

 Mon 4th Nov  -  First day of Term 2 

Nits 
 

There have been several cases of nits reported by parents during the last school year and some 

parents have been telling us that the nits have re-occurred, even after treatment. This is due to 

re-infection. Please could we remind parents to regularly check their child’s hair for these and 

carry out the required treatment urgently when required. Nobody wants these nasty creatures in 

their hair! Thank you.  

 

Mobile Phone Policy 
 

We would like to thank all parents for the support shown for the new  

Mobile Phone Policy that was introduced in Term 6, and remind you that it 

will be continuing in the new school year. 

 

As you can see, some students have been putting their social time to good 

use since the policy was introduced.  

 


