
 

Enrichment and Charities 
 

Charity Week 
The week of 4th—8th February Thamesview held a charity week to raise money and awareness for the 

five year group charities: Greyhound Trust, Demelza Hospice, Children with Cancer, Teenage Cancer Trust 

and Young Minds.  

 

Throughout the week, there were fundraising activities that included karaoke, jellybean challenge and 

bake sales. There were also Guinness record attempts including how many sugar cubes you can stack on 

your chin (the record is 11), how far can you blow a Malteser across a table (the record was with a pea 

for 7.51m), and how many m&ms you can eat in a minute using chopsticks (the record is 20).  

 

 An estimated  

£1100 was 

raised! Well done  

Thamesview! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Charity Mindset 
Charity is not all about giving money. It can be about giving your time as well. Students are being encouraged to 

give back to the school and their community by volunteering their time and helping others. This initiative has  

really taken off and so far, students have been recorded to have given 760 hours of their time to help around 

the school!   

 

Mrs V Fox, Enrichment Co-ordinator 
 

(See page 7 for Enrichment News) 
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Dear Students, Parents and Carers 

 

It has been a short, but exceptionally busy term, with some really exciting events and strategic 

meetings taking place.  Year 11 will be completing their Mock exams from the 25th of February to 

the 8th of March. The results of these exams will inform our focus to ensure the students are fully 

prepared for their GCSE examinations. 

 

With an increase in student numbers from 150 to 180 per year-group and the expansion of the 

Sixth Form, Kent County Council is in the process of exploring several options to accommodate 

this growth. One of these options is the construction of an additional block of classrooms and an 

extension to the canteen facilities. These are exciting times for the school. 

 

Have a lovely half term and thank you for your continued support. 

 

Yours sincerely  

 

G Rorke, Headteacher 

 

 Kent Connoisseurs’ Cookery Competition 
 

On a Friday afternoon when most are looking at going home to start their weekend, five Year 10 students make their way to North 

Kent College.  Here they have entered a cookery competition which has been organised by Alph’s Productions, a company set up by 

Media students at the college. The competition is for six weeks, but after three weeks students will be eliminated leaving three for the 

final.  Not only do they need to control their nerves cooking, but it is all being filmed and will be shown on YouTube.  

 

The first round consisted of a ready, steady cook session where the students were presented with a range of ingredients and had to 

   compile a dish of their own choice. Sophie Curtis won the round. 

 

   The second week tested some high cooking skills where they had to  

   make a hollandaise sauce and poach eggs. Jack Jenkins came out  

   on top during this session. The judging is carried out by Duncan  

   Weetman, Curriculum Manager at North Kent College. 

 

   Other rounds to come include a dessert, testing presentation and 

   flavours and a fish and meat dish. 

 

   The five students entered are Harry Flower, Jack Jenkins, Sophie  

   Curtis, Abdulrahaman Abdulazeez and Alfie Munds. 

 

We wish the students all the best for the future rounds and will  

announce the winners in the next newsletter. 

 

         Mrs Abrey, Food Teacher 

 

ParentMail 
 

Before the end of the Spring Term, we will be moving as far as possible to paperless communication. 
 

In order to do this we use ParentMail which many of you will be familiar with. 

 

For those of you who have not signed up to this form of digital communication, you will receive an email with instructions  

and a link from parent mail. 

 

Please ensure you register your account in order to receive the latest communications  

regarding your son/daughter. 

Alph Productions LTD crew 

 

Alex Collins - CEO 

Jack Buchanan - Managing Director 

Hannah McCloud - Client Relations Manager 

Henry Slack - Camera Crew 

Harry Mandry - Sound/Lighting Technician  

Duncan Weetman briefing the  

students on how to use some of  

the industrial equipment in the 

training kitchens. 
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 Year 10 Mock Interviews 
 

On Friday 25th January we held our annual Year 10 Mock 

Interviews and we had 12 local employers and business  

people come into school to interview the students. All  

students attended a workshop on the previous day to  

complete an application form, which the employer used as 

part of the interview. Students were invited to attend on  

Friday in smart business dress or full uniform. Each employer 

was asked to nominate the students, out of the students they 

interviewed, who 

they would give 

the job to.  

 

Look out for next 

term’s newsletter 

for the top 12 

students and 

details for the next stage. 

 

Mrs N Sandy 

Business and Enterprise  

Co-ordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thamesview Parking Facilities 
 

In the interests of safety please could all parents/carers picking up their children 

from school wait either outside the school gates or in the car they are picking their 

child up in; parents are allowed to use the school car park, but only in the  

designated drop-off/picking up areas.  

 

At Thamesview we have disabled students 

whose parents/carers need to park as 

near to the school as possible so, unless 

you are a disabled badge holder, please 

refrain from parking in the disabled  

parking bays at all times. 
 

 

Thank you. 

Miss L Singleton, Business Manager 

Lost Property 
 

Please  

remember to 

write your 

child’s name 

in their school 

uniform,  

including their 

PE kit, school blazer, school ties 

and coat.  The most common 

items of clothing brought to Lost 

Property are PE kits and coats.   

 

At Thamesview we know how  

expensive school uniform is, so to 

avoid disappointment if your child 

should lose their belongings, 

please put their name clearly in 

their full uniform. 

 

Any uniform that is handed into 

the Lost Property bin (located in 

the main office for students to look 

through) that does not have a 

name in, is given to charity. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjN2ZXygJzcAhXHzqQKHTA_CyQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.glasshouse.qld.edu.au%2Flost-and-found-property%2F&psig=AOvVaw2utam9gQHfjdv9kMcjKMox&ust=15315688840
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjjhveLxLjgAhWI4IUKHYqYBooQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.videoblocks.com%2Fvideo%2Fplan-practice-prepare-perform-progress-puzzle-v9l4bho_gijqd78qj&psig=AOvVa
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Attendance News 
I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself.  My name is Mrs Smith and I am the new Attendance Officer at Thamesview 

School. 

 

Thamesview School is committed to the continuous raising of achievement of all our students. Regular attendance is critical if our  

students are to be successful and benefit from the opportunities presented to them.  The Governors, Headteacher and Staff in  

partnership with parents/carers have a duty to promote full attendance at Thamesview school. 

 

At Thamesview School there is a whole school responsibility and approach for improving school attendance, with specific staff taking  

individual responsibility. 

NEED TO REPORT YOUR CHILD ABSENT? 
 

Please notify the school before 9am via telephone or email.  Please contact Mrs Smith on 01474 566552 ext 1167 from 8am onwards 

or email m.smith2@thamesview.kent.sch.uk   

 

It is the parent’s/carer’s responsibility to call everyday of a child’s absence so it is appropriately marked on the school’s system, as an 

assumption of illness will not be made.  This is also a safeguarding issue requirement so that all parties know that your child is safe and 

their whereabouts is known.  If we have not received a notification of absence, you will receive a telephone call (a voicemail will be left 

advising you to contact Thamesview should there be no answer) and a Text message querying the absence.  Absences not reported will 

be marked as unauthorised. 

 

Should you need to take your child to an appointment please inform us at your earliest convenience and help to keep your child at 

school for most of the day.  You will need to provide medical evidence either by providing an appointment card, hospital/GP letter or 

upon collecting your child show the school’s receptionist the text message.  Without this evidence we cannot authorise.  

Thamesview School Punctuality Guidelines 

 

As a Thamesview student you must: 

 Arrive on time, every day before 8.35am 

 Be punctual to form and each lesson, with equipment and ready to learn. 

 You must be responsible for your own punctuality to school and highlight any issues you 

may have to Miss Weedon Years 7 and 8, Miss Frost Years 9 and 10 and Mrs Topsfield 

Years 11, 12 &13. 

 

AUTHORISING ABSENCE 
 

Only the Headteacher can authorise absence using a consistent approach. The Headteacher is not obliged to accept a parent’s/carer’s 

explanation. A letter or telephone message from a parent does not in itself authorise an absence. If absences are not authorised,  

parents will be notified. If no explanation is received, absences will not be authorised.  

We want your child to: 
 

Believe: They are being given the best possible start to life 

Achieve: The most out of their education opportunities 

Succeed: In the world of work 

 

All of Thamesview staff thank you for your continued support in raising attainment of all our 

students. 
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Year 11 Mock  Exam Timetable  February/March 2019  
 

The table below shows the dates for the Year 11 Mock Exams which start after half term. Your child has been given their own personal 

timetable to follow. Please ask to see it!  
 

Date Start Duration  Subject  

Monday 25 February 08:55 01:30 9-1 Geography Mock Exam Comp 1 

Monday 25 February 08:55 01:15 9-1 History Mock Exam Comp  1 

Monday 25 February 11:15 01:45 9-1 Science Biology Mock Exam Paper 2  Foundation and Higher 

Monday 25 February 11:15 01:10 9-1 Combined Science  Mock Biology Paper 2 Foundation and Higher 

Monday 25 February 13:55 01:00 BTEC Construction Mock Exam 

Monday 25 February 13:55 01:00 BTEC Mock Music Exam 

Tuesday 26 February 08:55 01:45 9-1 Science Chemistry Mock Exam Paper 2 Foundation and Higher 

Tuesday 26 February 08:55 01:10 9-1 Combined Science Paper 2 Mock Chemistry Foundation and Higher 

Tuesday 26 February 11:15 01:45 9-1 English Literature Mock Exam Comp 1 

Wednesday 27 February 08:40 02:15 9-1 English Literature Mock Exam Comp 2 

Wednesday 27 February 13:55 01:00 BTEC Sport On Line Exam (11D) 

Thursday 28 February 08:55 01:45 9-1 Science Physics Mock Exam Paper 2 Foundation and Higher 

Thursday 28 February 08:55 01:10 9-1 Combined Science Paper 2 Mock Physics Foundation and Higher 

Thursday 28 February 11:15 01:30 9-1 Geography Mock Exam Comp 2 

Thursday 28 February 11:15 01:45 9-1 History Mock Exam Comp 2 

Thursday 28 February 13:55 01:00 BTEC Sport On Line Exam (11B) 

Friday 01 March 08:55 01:30 9-1 Maths Mock Exam paper 1 Foundation and Higher 

Friday 01 March 11:15 01:45 GCSE  Psychology Mock Exam Paper 1 

Friday 01 March 11:15 01:30 VTCT Salon Services Mock Exam 

Friday 01 March 13:55 01:00 BTEC Sport On Line Exam (11A) 

Monday 04 March 08:55 01:30 9-1 Maths Mock Exam Paper 2 Foundation and Higher 

Monday 04 March 11:15 01:15 9-1 Geography Mock Exam Comp 3 

Monday 04 March 11:15 01:20 9-1 History Mock Exam Comp 3 

Monday 04 March 13:55 00:35 9-1 French Mock Exam Paper 1 Listening Foundation and Higher 

Tuesday 05 March 08:55 01:45 9-1 Mock Exam English Language 1 

Tuesday 05 March 11:15 01:20 GCSE Psychology Mock Exam Paper 2 

Tuesday 05 March 11:15 01:30 WJEC Hospitality & Catering Year 10  

Tuesday 05 March 13:55 00:45 9-1 Spanish Mock Exam Paper 1 Listening Foundation and Higher 

Wednesday 06 March 08:55 01:30 9-1 Maths Mock Exam Paper 3 Foundation and Higher 

Wednesday 06 March 11:15 02:00 9-1 Mock Exam English Language 2 

Wednesday 06 March 13:55 01:00 9-1 French/Spanish Mock Exam Paper 3 Higher Reading 

Wednesday 06 March 13:55 00:45 9-1 French/Spanish Mock Exam Paper 3 Reading Foundation 

Thursday 07 March 08:55 02:30 BTEC CIDA Mock Exam 

Friday 08 March 08:55 01:15 9-1 French/Spanish Mock Exam Paper 4 Higher Writing 

Friday 08 March 08:55 01:00 9-1 French/Spanish Mock Exam Paper 4 Writing Foundation 
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And remember Thamesview, 

keeeeeeeep reading!! 
 

Mrs. Fox 

Librarian 

 

Accelerated Reader 

 

Year 7 and 8 students are participating in a multimedia  

reading programme called Accelerated Reader (AR). Through 

reading comprehension tests, students are told their ideal 

reading book levels. When they finish their books, students 

take an online quiz. This quiz tests to see if they have  

finished the book and more importantly if they have  

understood it. 

 

Homework 

Students are expected to read a minimum of 25 minutes 

everyday. We monitor this by using a report that estimates 

how much a student is reading by the quizzes they pass. If 

your child is shown not to be reading enough, they will be 

asked to stay after school for a one hour intervention  

session. This is not a punishment but rather an opportunity 

for them to catch up with their reading and for the school to 

monitor their progress. 

 

Keeping Parents Informed 

If you would like to follow your child’s progress, you can sign 

up to the AR parent portal. In doing this you will receive 

emails every time your child completes a quiz and you can 

see how they are progressing towards their reading targets. 

To sign up just go to the school website and select  

Accelerated Reader Home Connect found under the Student 

tab. The login is your child’s AR username and password. 

Click on Email Setup at the top right-hand corner of the page 

and complete the form. Please do not hesitate to email me if 

you have any questions  

(v.fox@thamesview.kent.sch.uk). 

 

 

 

Harry Potter Night  

 

The 7th February was Harry Potter Night and we took the opportunity to make a day of it. 

At break time students were invited to be sorted into a Hogwarts house using the amazing 

sorting hat made by Lucianna Horsham. Once in their houses, students sang the Hogwarts 

School Song and tested their knowledge of Professor quotes. During lunch, students  

returned to participate in a Harry Potter quiz. The winning house was Ravenclaw. Well done 

Reece White, Bradley Graham, Ewan Peen, Alfie Jackson, Josh Reader and our biggest 

Harry Potter fan, Miss Griffin. 
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Christmas at Harrods 
 

 

On the 18th December, the Year 13 Business students and I gave Harrods a visit. The 

purpose of the visit was to allow students to explore the different elements that surround 

visual merchandising (a unit that we are currently studying in Business). We left  

Gravesend train station at 10am and after a short hop, skip and a jump on the  

Underground and train, we arrived at 

Knightsbridge. Whilst in Harrods, students 

took many photos of displays, windows,  

mannequins and layouts– whilst getting into 

the Christmas spirit at the same time.  

 

On the trip, students were also given the 

challenge of locating the most expensive 

product available; one student managed to 

find a fridge priced at £36,000– I don’t think 

that will be going on our Christmas list  

anytime soon!!  

 

If this is something that interests you, please come and see Miss Terry to discuss the  

option of studying Business in the Sixth Form next year.  

 

Miss E Terry 

Head of Sixth Form 

 

Continued from front page:- 

Science Club 
The first Science Club was called ‘Bubbles and Fire’ and was very well attended. We mainly had 

Year 7s and 8s, but a number of Year 9s also came along.  

 

The opener was ‘Elephant’s toothpaste’ which worked and produced the desired effect. Then the 

main activity, Methane Bubbles!! Some pupils were nervous at first, but eventually had a go at  

having the bubbles set alight in their hands. Others were a lot more enthusiastic and quickly joined 

the queue and had multiple goes. The show stopper at the end was the ‘Whoosh bottle’ which again 

worked. After that it was time to use up the last of the bubbles mix making more methane bubbles.  

 

Thank you for all those that attended and Mr Tutt for his help. The next one is ‘Making and Testing 

Predictions’ and is on Wednesday 13th February. 

 

Mr P Niven 

Science Teacher 
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Parent Views  
At Thamesview we value our parents’ opinions and  

continued support.  We offer parents the opportunity to tell 

us your views at school events and have been very pleased 

by the positive responses.  You are invited to complete our 

parent view questionnaire at the web address below: 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/tvsparentview 

 

We look forward to hearing your views. 

 

Diary Dates 
 

Staff Development Days:  

Friday, 15th February 2019 

Monday, 22nd July 2019 

Tuesday, 23rd July 2019 

 

Bank Holidays: 

Monday 6th May 2019 

 

Please note that the school will be 

closed on these days for students. 

First day back reminder…….  

Term 4 starts on Monday 25th February 2019  

Key Events: 

    2019 

 Mon 25th Feb  -  First day of Term 4 

 Thurs 7th Mar  -  Year 8 and Year 9 Options’ Evening 

 Thurs 7th Mar  -  World Book Day 

 Thurs 21st Mar  -  Year 11 Parents’ Evening 4-7pm 

 Tues 26th Mar  -  Year 11 Parents’ Evening 3.30-

5.30pm 

 Thurs 4th April  -  School Musical Gala Performance 

 Fri 5th April  -  School Musical final Performance 

 Fri 5th April  -  Last day of Term 4 

 Tues 23rd April  -  First day of Term 5 

 Thurs 9th May  -  Year 7 Parents’ Evening 4-7pm 

 Fri 24th May  -  Last day of Term 5 

 Mon 3rd Jun  -  First day of Term 6 

 Wed 19th Jun  -  Year 9 Parents’ Evening 4-7pm 

 Wed 26th Jun  -  Year 6 Transition Evening 

 Tues 2nd Jul  -  6th Form Parental Information Evening 

5-6pm 

 Fri 5th Jul  -  Year 6 Transition Day 

Term Dates 

3 Thursday 3rd January to 

Friday 15th February 2019 

4 

(2019) 

Monday 25th February 2019 

To Friday 5th April 2019 

5 

(2019) 

Tue 23rd April 2019 to  

Friday 24th May 2019 

6 

(2019) 

Monday 3rd June 2019 to 

Tuesday 23rd July 2019 

1 

(2019) 

Monday 2nd September to 

Friday 18th October 

2 

(2019) 

Monday 4th November to 

Friday 20th December 

We would like to inform you in advance of the changes to our school 

term dates for the 2019/2020 academic year. We will now have a 2 

week break during the October half term, and where possible terms 

will start and end on a Monday and Friday, avoiding split weeks.    
 

TERM DATES 2019/2020 
 

Term 1 

Monday 2nd September 2019 – Staff Development Day 

Tuesday 3rd September 2019 – Staff Development Day 

Wednesday 4th September 2019 – Start of Term 1 

Friday 18th October  2019 – End of Term 1 

 

Term 2 

Monday 4th November 2019 – Start of Term 2 

Friday 20th December 2019 – End of Term 2 

 

Term 3 

Monday 6th January 2020 – Start of Term 3 

Friday 14th February 2020 – End of Term 3 

 

Term 4 

Monday 24th February 2020 – Start of Term 4 

Friday 3rd  April 2020 – End of Term 4 

 

Term 5 

Monday 20th April 2020 – Start of Term 5 

Friday 22nd  May 2020 – End of Term 5 

 

Term 6 

Monday 1st June 2020 – Start of Term 6 

Wednesday 22nd  July 2020 – End of Term 6 

Please see important 

change to term dates  

below……….. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/tvsparentview

