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Kent Connoisseur’s Cookery
Competition—The Final!
For the last six weeks, five Year 10 students have been spending their Friday
evenings at NK College where they entered a MasterChef style competition.
During the elimination rounds we had to say goodbye to Jack Jenkins and
Alfie Munds, leaving Sophie Curtis, Harry Flower and Abdulrahaman
Abdulazeez in the final. During the final each student had to prepare and
cook six different dishes to serve to customers in the restaurant, which
included the previous contestants , guests and parents. The customers then
scored the food, not knowing who had cooked the food.

Once the three courses had been
served, the students eagerly
awaited the results, which were as
follows -

1st place - Harry Flower
2nd place - Abdulrahaman Abdulazeez
3rd place - Sophie Curtis
I would like to
congratulate all of the
students on taking part;
they should be proud of
themselves.
A big thank you to the
parents for supporting
them during the time,
and to Mrs Newland for
providing some extra
support by going
through the dishes with
them.
Mrs Abrey
Food Teacher
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Dear Students, Parents and Carers
What an incredibly busy term it has been! You will be aware that the exam season is well and truly
upon us. Students and staff are working exceptionally hard as we approach formal external
exams. Revision is essential over the Easter break, Year 11 and Year 13 students all have subject
specific information to aid their revision process. We would encourage all Year 11 students to
make full use of all the Easter revision sessions provided. Please see page 7 for more detail.
The use of mobile phones during the school day is becoming an increasing distraction for the
students and an issue for the school. Following the consultations held since September 2018,
including a parental meeting, the school is looking to ban mobile phones from Term 6 onwards,
and we will provide you with more detail about this in due course.
Have a lovely Easter break.
Thank you for your continued support.
Yours sincerely , G Rorke, Headteacher

Thamesview Girls vs Meopham Girls
Since September 2018 I have been working alongside the girls’ football team and have managed to
increase the numbers significantly. We have been advertising the club more as well as getting the girls to
spread the word and bring along new players. The club is held 3-4pm on a Thursday, usually in the sports
hall or front pitch (depending on the weather).
On the 1st March 2019, the girls played their first official match against Meopham. From the first time
I saw them play together to the performance that showed out on the pitch during the match, they have
developed incredibly as individuals and as a team. They came out onto the pitch not knowing what the
opposition were going to be like and they played to the best of their ability.
Unfortunately, the result wasn’t what we wanted however we now know what areas we need to work on. I will be working with the girls
on the areas that I have noticed need to be improved as well as hearing their suggestions. I was very pleased with the way they
performed, and I know this defeat won’t stop any of them from playing.
Holly Curtis (Sixth Form, Year 13)

Parent Views
At Thamesview we value our parents’ opinions and
continued support. We offer parents the opportunity to tell
us your views at school events and have been very pleased
by the positive responses. You are invited to complete our
parent view questionnaire at the web address below:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/tvsparentview
We look forward to hearing your views.

Page 3

I am really pleased to say that our Year 7 students have settled in well and are confident around their
new school. I cannot believe not so long ago we were helping them find their way around the school,
encouraging them to be organised and helping them when they left items at home! Miss Weedon, our
Welfare Support Manager and I continue to greet the students each morning and ensure they are ready
for their day of learning. The Year 7’s are excited about our current My Sticker competition with the
chance to win a laptop if you have the most My Stickers logged. Keep up the hard work everyone!
Just a gentle reminder, can you please reiterate to your son or daughter that the correct procedure
here at Thamesview if they are feeling unwell is to inform a member of staff rather than contacting
home and asking to be collected from school. Thank you for your support with this. Mr Martin

Miss Weedon and Lenny
Howard 7T recently made a
traditional dish called Joe
Grey. It looked and tasted
amazing! Well done Lenny
for sharing this recipe and
letting staff taste it too!
Our Year 7’s really enjoyed World
Book Day! Well done everyone
who made the effort to come to
school in costume, you all looked
amazing! Here are a few of the
characters on the day. Denis the
Menace was ready to greet Miss
Weedon at her office as soon as
she arrived in school!

I thought I would share with you, a few of the positive comments received from some
of our Class Teachers. Keep up the good work Year 7!
ADAM THORNLEY- PERSEVERANCE AWARDED BY MRS N CROXFORD
JOSEPH SAUNDERS- GOOD WORK AWARDED BY MRS S FLOWERS
PHOENIX BROWN- HELPING OTHERS AWARDED BY MRS N CROXFORD
RONNIE LUCHFORD- POLITENESS AWARDED BY MS A ARMITAGE
MEGAN POINTER- GOOD WORK AWARDED BY MR A FLAHERTY
JOSHUA ADAM-GREAT EFFORT AWARDED BY MRS E WHYMAN
ANOTIDA MUSHAYABASA -GREAT EFFORT AWARDED BY MRS A MCCARTHY
DEENO GOWRISWARAN-GOOD UNIFORM AWARDED BY MRS S WILLIAMSON

Mr Martin and Miss
Weedon would like to
wish you and your family
a wonderful Easter
holiday. Take time to
relax and enjoy your
break, ready for our first
day back on Tuesday
23rd April 2019
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The Year 8’s have been working really hard this term concentrating on arriving to school prepared
with the correct equipment, ready for their learning. Well done all of you! Keep up the good work!
Every morning I continue to greet the students as they arrive to form however I am noticing that
some students are arriving to school without a minute to spare or arriving once form time has
commenced. It is really important that students do not arrive late to school as not only will they
be missing out on important notices given out during form, but will also be receiving late marks on
the register which will have an impact on their overall school attendance and punctuality. If
parents could ensure that students arrive to school on time, it would be appreciated. Thankyou.
Miss Wray, Head of Year 8.

Miss Weedon, our Welfare Support
Manager, is looking for Year 8
students who are interested in
becoming Welfare Support
Ambassadors in school. The role
will involve helping other students
whenever needed, helping new
students settle into school and
helping the new Year 7 students
find their way around the school when they join us in September, if you are
interested in this role please speak to Miss Weedon in the Discovery
Community Office either at break or lunchtime.

We have some delightful, well mannered, hard
working students in Year 8 and thought it would be
nice to share some of the positive comments we
have received for some of our students from other
members of staff.
Kamile Gaubyte — always polite, on time and
completing all tasks.
Alyssa Chibnall - has a huge amount of positive
points which is reflective of her attitude to learning and general behaviour
at school. She is incredibly pleasant in form time and is always proactive
in wanting to help. Well done and keep up the good work.
Ismatu Bah— has constant focus and is always prepared for the day.
Luke Thompson—is always being organised and cheery on a morning.
Jed Campbell— he is our Friday Quiz Master!

Thamesview’s Got Talent!
Harvey Chahal 8T is a star when it comes
to playing the drums! You can frequently
hear Harvey on the drums in the music
room! Harvey has been playing the
drums since he was 9 years of age and it
all began when he was bought a junior
drum kit at home!
Harvey is keen to teach
other students how to
play. If you are interested
please speak to either
Harvey or Miss Weedon.
Well done
Harvey!

I had great delight praising a group of
our Year 8 students in our assembly
recently. Tyler Clarke, Kaleb Maxted,
Jake Alderman, Oliver Calvert, Riley
Bridge and Finley Crone were praised
by a member of the public for being
kind and helpful to a younger child at
the local park. Well done all of you, it
was fantastic to hear that you can be
kind and considerate outside of school
as well as in school. You should be
really proud of yourselves.

Kaleb Maxted– always has his equipment every day, is happy to complete
the tasks in form and is always positive.
Keep up the good work everyone!

I would like to have a real focus on
us all being kind to others over the
next term, helping other students,
saying positive comments; if I
witness any acts of kindness I will
ensure that it is acknowledged and
rewarded.

A huge Well Done to Lamas
Bah of 8T! He has the
highest amount of My
Stickers logged in Year 8!
Keep up the good work
Lamas!
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Congratulations on the successful progress being made and
experience being gained by our Year 9 students . We have
over 22 students involved and it will be a highly recognised
award on their CV’s. Keep up the great efforts!

Have a great Easter 2019 break with
family and friends.
Be Grateful.
Be Kind.
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YEAR 10

Well here we are coming towards the end of Term 4. I know a lot of Year 10 students are feeling that this year has already
passed by so quickly and Year 11 is just around the corner. Students have been receiving raffle tickets again this year for
the prizes in Assembly for 100% attendance each week. Congratulations to Teminioluwa Jimoh and Sam Burton both
winning vouchers in the raffle.
The prefects have been working hard during Parents Evenings and the feedback from teachers has been outstanding. I am
very proud of them all for their hard work.
I wish you all a very restful Easter holidays and see you in Term 5
Mrs Lima

Year 10 Celebration Assembly
Year 10 Students who have
achieved 100% Attendance
from Term 1 to Term 4.
Congratulations to you all!

Teminioluwa Jimoh 10E
Tanya Sergeant 10S
Sophie Underwood 10H
Sam Burton 10H
Roman Turtak 10T
Paul Jodka 10H
Paris Goodwin 10T
Otis Gluck 10T
Matthew Jarman 10T
Matt Jankus 10E
Kaitlin Theobald 10T
Jessica Ampadu 10A
Jack Jenkins 10A
Freya Pennington 10M
Euan Brown 10E
Emma Oakley 10S
Emma Baker 10S
Ella Budd 10S
Dylan Morris 10M
Chloe Barclay 10H
Charlie Cloke 10M
Awwal Oladeji 10E
Aston Payne 10S
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Year 11
Prom Notice
Our 2019 Year 11 Prom is being held on 5th July at a
secret location. Students who have been on Prom
Watch will find out the first week back after Easter,
the outcome. Please be advised that invitations will be
issued on the condition that your child maintains good
behaviour, attendance and punctuality up until the
time of the Prom. In the event of your child not
following these expectations, a student’s invitation can
be removed up until the day of the Prom and any
monies already paid will not be refunded.

Top tips to help your child get
ready for exams:
The secret to doing well in exams lies in planning.
You can help your child to create a clear revision
plan and method of studying that will make them
feel in control of their work.
Tips for revision planning:




work out a revision timetable for each subject

break revision time into small chunks - hourlong sessions with short breaks at the end of each
session often work well



make sure your child has all the essential
books and materials

Leavers’ Assembly
This year’s Leavers’ Assembly will
be held on Monday 8th July. If
you have any pictures of your
son/daughter at any school
events, please feel free to email
them to Mrs Profitt to include (the
more embarrassing, the better!)
h.profitt@thamesview.kent.sch.uk



condense notes onto postcards to act as
revision prompts



buy new stationery, highlighters and pens to
make revision more interesting



go through school notes with your child or
listen while they revise a topic



time your child's attempts at practice papers

It’s been a very busy year for Year 11s so far and about to get
even busier with exams being just around the corner! In this
final push, it’s imperative that we’re all working together—
students, parents and staff — to get the best possible GCSE
grades. If you would like any further support, please let us
know and we’d be happy to discuss.
The Year 11 Team

Year 11 Easter Revision Timetable
Week 1
Wednesday 10th April

Monday 8th April

Tuesday 9th April

History
Miss Bond
10:00am – 1:00pm
Drama
Mr Ferguson
Year 12/13
10:00am – 3:00pm

Geography
Mrs Smith
10:00am – 1:00pm
Drama
Mr Ferguson
Year 12/13
10:00am – 1:00pm

Monday 15th April

Tuesday 16th April

Week 2
Wednesday 17th April

Thursday 18th April

Good Friday

No revision sessions

No revision sessions

No revision sessions

No revision sessions

Art
Mrs Whyman
9:00am – 3:00pm
Drama
Mr Ferguson
10:00am – 3:00pm

English
Mrs Lawes
10:00am – 2:00pm
Miss Wray
10:00am – 2:00pm
Drama
Mr Ferguson
10:00am – 3:00pm

Thursday 11th April

Friday 12th April

Psychology
Mr Goodearl
10:00am – 1:00pm
No revision sessions
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Accelerated Reader
Year 7 and 8 students are participating in a multimedia reading programme called Accelerated Reader (AR). Through reading
comprehension tests, students are told their ideal reading book levels. When they finish their books, students take an online quiz. This
quiz tests to see if they have finished the book and more importantly if they have understood it.
Homework
Students are expected to read a minimum of 25 minutes everyday. We monitor this by using a report that estimates how much a student
is reading by the quizzes they pass. If your child is shown not to be reading enough, they will be asked to stay after school for a one hour
intervention session. This is not a punishment but rather an opportunity for them to catch up with their reading and for the school to
monitor their progress.
Keeping Parents Informed
If you would like to follow your child’s progress, you can sign up to the AR parent portal. In doing this you will receive emails every time
your child completes a quiz and you can see how they are progressing towards their reading targets. To sign up just go to the school
website and select Accelerated Reader Home Connect found under the Student tab. The login is your child’s AR username and password.
Click on Email Setup at the top right-hand corner of the page and complete the form. Please do not hesitate to email me if you have any
questions (v.fox@thamesview.kent.sch.uk).
Accelerated Reader Master Class Achievers
Congratulations to the students in these classes for getting national recognition for their reading. These students read on average more
than 25 minutes everyday for five months. Their hard work has not only resulted in outstanding reading
improvements but has also brought great pride to the school. Well done!
Another Half Price Book Sale
Every Christmas the library has a
Half Price Scholastic Book Sale. It
has been so successful and popular
that it is back again from 29th April
to 2nd May. All books and
stationery will be half price making
them cheaper than Amazon!
Don’t miss out!

Best Female and Male Staff Costumes
Best Group Costumes

Overall Winner

Most Creative

Most Original

Best KS4 Costume

World Book Day
On 7th March 2019, Thamesview joined thousands of schools around the country to
celebrate World Book Day. It was a non-uniform day where students were asked to
donate £1 for the Read for Good charity. A total of £594.85 was raised and went to
fund books and storytellers for seriously ill children in hospital. Students (and staff)
were also encouraged to come dressed up as a book character. There were so many
fantastic costumes. These were the winners in each category. Throughout the day
students participated in book based activities of which the best was a Cluedo style
murder in the library game where students had to find clues and determine what book
character did it, with what and where. It was a fantastic day and will be hard to beat
next year...but we’ll try!
Mrs V Fox, Librarian
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Science Club
There have been 3 science club events since the last bulletin and pupils have undertaken a variety of
different activities. The first of these was called ‘making and testing predictions’ and pupils first made
a prediction on how many water droplets they could balance on a penny. This was done very
enthusiastically, but also taught pupils how to effectively use a pipette, as well as observe an everyday
amazing phenomenon, the surface tension of water, that they would otherwise overlook.

Pupils then engaged in an
old favourite, coke and mentos,
but using a geyser tube to
increase the reaction and
effect. Sorry parents, about the sticky state your child returned in! Our next session was ‘flame test’, where pupils burned wooden
splints soaked in different metal salt solutions and observed the colour it turned the flame. Our latest session involved rockets, where
we looked at 2 different types of homemade rockets, popping rockets and water rockets. Both were a great success and we had plenty
of lift offs. With the water rockets, we were able to clear the roof of the school, but to Kier’s joy, none landed on the roof. Attendance
has been good, with 20+ pupils attending every session, and most not wanting to leave at the end. A big thank you to Mr Tutt, for his
support, enthusiasm and controlled craziness, the science technicians for help setting up, and the cleaners for lending us their mop
buckets (launch pads for the water rockets) and cleaning up our mess afterwards.
Mr P Niven, Science Teacher
CyberFirst competition
As a first for Thamesview, Year 8 girls joined problem solvers from 841 schools nationwide. They
tackled the annual CyberFirst competition from GCHQ. It is open to Year 8 girls to encourage
access to careers in communications technology, develop thinking skills and have fun. The
photographs show some of our participants, the winning team ‘Thamesview Toucans’ and the
digital badges they obtained.
One student has gone on to use her participation in the competition to secure a free place on a
4 day residential at the University of Kent on a CyberFirst Girls’ Defender course. The course
gives an introduction to the tools required to build and protect small networks and personal
devices.
Congratulations to the school winners: Vilda,
Alex and Molly. Also to the remaining
participants: Abi, Macey, Lina, Rita, Alyssa,
Sabrina, Kamile and Tsvetelina.
We look forward to entries opening
for the 2020 competition.
Mrs N Hann, (HLTA Maths Faculty)

Red Nose Day
On the 15th March 2019 the Charity Club put on yet another
fabulous bake sale to raise money for Comic Relief. The PE
department put on a week of football and dodgeball tournaments
the following week to help raise even more funds. A big thank you
to everyone who helped organise and who participated in the
week’s events. More than £100 was raised.

Charity Mindset
Charity is not all about giving money. It can be about giving your time as well. Students are being encouraged to
give back to the school and their community by volunteering their time and helping others. This initiative has really
taken off and since September students have given 873 hours of their time to help around the school!

Year 7
251.5

Year 8
92.5

Year 9
186

Year 10
249

Year 11
94
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Apprenticeship Week
In early March we had the opportunity to take a group of Year 10
students to Maidstone to visit the JTL training site. JTL offer training
for young people completing apprenticeships in service trades such
as: plumbing, heating, electricians. The students had the opportunity
to learn about apprenticeships on offer and the application process,
from JTL staff and actual apprentices as well.
They also took part in some practical exercises in the purpose
built workshops, with a timed trial at the end of the afternoon.
The event was supported by Construction Youth who
Thamesview School work very closely with throughout the
whole year.

Year 13 Panel Interviews
On Friday 29th March some of our Year 13 students
agreed to take part in a panel interview, being
interviewed by 3 people at the same time. This had been
organised with Construction Youth to give students the
opportunity to both practice and improve their interview
skills, understand what employers are looking for and to
deal with interview situations in a positive way. The
students who took part really engaged in the activity and
took away some positive feedback, tips for improving
and the offer of a professional CV writing service to be
organised for after their exams, not to mention £25
voucher for TGI Friday’s each.

Our business volunteers: Sarah Chisholm from Bally Garner, Marie Colgan from DW&P and Charlotte Burford from The Education people
were very impressed with the students and how they presented themselves.

Thamesview Visits Cambridge
Thamesview school was invited to take along a group of students for a tour of Cambridge University in February. This was a great
opportunity to our students to see a traditional university and find out more about what’s on offer at one of the oldest education
landmarks in the world.
It was such an informative and inspiring day, the students especially enjoyed the free lunch. The tour of the university took in some
beautiful old buildings and we were shown different areas which students may have seen in a variety of television shows. Students
gained a good insight into facilities at university, sadly we couldn’t see student accommodation. We had a talk from the manager of
admissions clearly detailing entry requirements, courses and subjects, the range of opportunities available as student ambassadors and
information about the history of Cambridge University and its different colleges.
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From Term 6 we will be introducing our new system of logging students who are late to school. All students should be in Form for
Morning Registration before 8.35am. Walking onto school site, or driving through the gate at 8.35am still means the student is late.
We will be locking the Viewpoint Gate at 8.35am promptly. Students who use this gate will not face any problems accessing the main
building if they arrive before 8.35am! If the gate is closed because it is after 8.35am, they will have to use the Main School Gate.
All students who arrive late to Morning Registration will receive a L for their morning mark and will receive a 45 minute after school
detention on the same day. A text message will be sent to you to inform you if your child has received a Late Morning registration mark.
All students who arrive to school after 8.55am will need to sign in on the school’s IPad in the main reception. Students will be marked
with a U which will decrease their Attendance Percentage. Penalty Notices will be requested by KCC for any student who persistently
arrives to school after 8.55am. Students who arrive after 8.55am will receive a 45 minute after school detention on the same day.
Students who travel by car or public transport will need to consider leaving for school in ample time or to explore alternative routes in
case needed, to avoid lateness.
Arriving late to school on a consistent basis can have longer-term academic effects. If showing up late to school becomes a habit,
students may develop the notion that tardiness is acceptable behaviour. This belief can negatively impact their future work ethic and
employment opportunities. As adults we have to remember if we arrive to work late we could face discipline actions from our
manager/boss, a dock in pay or dismissal. We want all our students to have the work ethic of arriving on time and attending school
everyday.

We want your child to:
Believe: They are being given the best possible start to life
Achieve: The most out of their education opportunities
Succeed: In the world of work
All of Thamesview staff thank you for your continued support in raising attainment of all our students.
Mrs Whitworth, Assistant Headteacher for Attendance and Behaviour

Thamesview School Punctuality Guidelines
As a Thamesview student you must:

8.35am



Arrive on time, every day before




Be punctual to form and each lesson, with equipment and ready to learn.
You must be responsible for your own punctuality to school and highlight any issues you may be having to Miss Weedon for
Years 7 and 8, Miss Frost for Years 9 and 10 and Mrs Topsfield for Years 11, 12 &13.
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Key Events:

Diary Dates

2019
















Fri 5th April - Last day of Term 4
Tues 23rd April - First day of Term 5
Thurs 9th May - Year 7 Parents’ Evening 4-7pm
Fri 24th May - Last day of Term 5
Mon 3rd Jun - First day of Term 6
Mon 10th Jun - Year 12 Work Experience Week
Wed 19th Jun - Year 9 Parents’ Evening 4-7pm
Wed 26th Jun - Year 6 Transition Evening
Tues 2nd Jul - 6th Form Parental Information
Evening 5-6pm
Fri 5th Jul - Year 6 Transition Day
Mon 8th Jul - Year 10 Work Experience Week
Mon 15th Jul - Sports Day (weather permitting)
Wed 17th Jul - TVS Summer Show
Fri 19th Jul - End of Term 6
Mon 22nd Jul and Tues 23rd Jul - Staff Development
Days. School closed to students

Please see important change to
term dates below……..

Term

Dates

5
(2019)

Tue 23rd April to
Friday 24th May 2019

6
(2019)

Monday 3rd June to
Tuesday 23rd July 2019

Bank Holidays:
Monday 6th May 2019

1
(2019)

Monday 2nd September to
Friday 18th October 2019

Staff Development Days 2019/20:
Monday, 2nd September 2019
Tuesday 3rd September 2019

2
(2019)

Monday 4th November to
Friday 20th December 2019

3
(2020)

Monday 6th January to
Friday 14th February 2020

4
(2020)

Monday 24th February to
Friday 3rd April 2020

Staff Development Days 2018/19:
Monday, 22nd July 2019
Tuesday, 23rd July 2019

Please note that the school will be
closed on these days for students.

First day back reminder…….
Term 5 starts on Tuesday 23rd April 2019

We would like to inform you in advance of the changes to our school term
dates for the 2019/2020 academic year. We will now have a 2 week break
during the October half term, and where possible terms will start and end
on a Monday and Friday, avoiding split weeks.
TERM DATES 2019/2020
Term 1
Monday 2nd September 2019 – Staff Development Day
Tuesday 3rd September 2019 – Staff Development Day
Wednesday 4th September 2019 – Start of Term 1
Friday 18th October 2019 – End of Term 1
Term 2
Monday 4th November 2019 – Start of Term 2
Friday 20th December 2019 – End of Term 2
Term 3
Monday 6th January 2020 – Start of Term 3
Friday 14th February 2020 – End of Term 3
Term 4
Monday 24th February 2020 – Start of Term 4
Friday 3rd April 2020 – End of Term 4
Term 5
Monday 20th April 2020 – Start of Term 5
Friday 22nd May 2020 – End of Term 5
Term 6
Monday 1st June 2020 – Start of Term 6
Wednesday 22nd July 2020 – End of Term 6

Thamesview Parking Facilities
At Thamesview we have disabled students whose parents/carers need to park as near to the
school as possible so, unless you are a disabled badge holder, please refrain from parking in the
disabled parking bays at all times. Thank you. Miss L Singleton, Business Manager

