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Sixth Form hit the Sights
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On Tuesday 20th March 2018, the Sixth Formers departed from Gravesend Train Station to take a much
anticipated excursion to London to see three exciting landmarks the capital has to offer: Canary Wharf, the
Bank of England and the BBC Broadcasting House. This is part of their IB English and BTEC Business
3 courses where they are studying the influence of the media and finance.

Year 12 Fundraising

Exhilarating Expedition
4 The journey began with a short ride to Hither Green. Here, the students as well as the accompanying
teachers, Mrs Whitworth and Mrs Rafferty-Tally, then took another train to Lewisham and by a short walk
and a small trip via the DLR, they had arrived at Bank Station. Filled with enthusiasm, the group headed to
5 the Old Lady of Threadneedle Street itself, the Bank of England. Although no presentation was available, the
group were allowed to wander around the museum, filling out a question sheet based on the findings placed
around several rooms. Allison, a master in the history of the Bank, gave the group a fast paced lesson about
6 the origins, reasons for, and the current state of the Bank - 300 years of thrilling information jam packed
into only 15 minutes!

Business &
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Sporting Events

Library Corner

8 Starstruck
Next was the underground train to Oxford Circus, where with time to spare, the pupils were given some free
time to explore the busy streets of London. As this was the first time for some, it was a captivating
experience; the trains, reading and understanding train maps, the people, and overall, the culture of the city.
Special points of
The BBC Broadcasting House was next, where they were met by Dan Whitworth, a presenter and journalist
interest:for BBC Radio. He gave the grand tour, showing off things like where the news is recorded and broadcasted
from, the different recording rooms, the green room where all the celebrities wait before being interviewed
 Sixth Form London Trip or go in to sing, and they even got to meet BBC Radio 1Xtra presenter Yasmin Evans who (while still on air!)
quickly answered a few questions about stresses of the job, to which she thinks the answer is critiquing
 Easter Cake Bake
herself, no matter how small the detail. She also talked about how, because of the laid back nature of the
 Drinking Water
job, it is extremely fun for her to do. It started as a hobby when she was 15, and now it is her career. They
were also lucky enough to meet Steffan Powell, also a BBC journalist and presenter of Newsbeat, and were
able to watch one of his broadcasts live. Afterwards, they also asked him questions about the stories he
covers and his favourite parts of the job.

Dates to Remember

Pictured to the right:
Inside the BBC 1Xtra
Studio.
From left to right: Yasmin
Evans, Frazer Lee,
Megan Taylor, Chloe
Langford, Lily Fothergill,
Robyn Lacey, Kinsey Lee.

Community
Name

Points

Challenger

63

Discovery

58

Endeavour

65

Enterprise

48

Above, the students filling out the question
sheets at the Bank of England
Taking It All In
Arriving home around half past 3, the group reflected on what they had learnt from the
day out. Many agreed that they had thoroughly enjoyed the experience and had learnt
a considerable
amount about the
impact of mass
communication in
the media, and the
enchanting
history about the
Bank of England.
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When we think about someone we admire in life, the thing that often stands out is their attitude.
Attitude is often more important than money, circumstances, past failures, appearance, skills or
past successes for moving forward. As our Year Eleven students enter this crucial exam period I
would encourage them to realise that most of the important things are achieved when people just
keep on trying. We can’t control what exam questions get set or where grade boundaries fall this
year, but we can control our attitude to approaching these challenges. We have great young people
here at Thamesview and I know how hard they have worked for their GCSE and BTEC examinations
this year, I wish them success and in the next month maintaining a positive can do attitude will
undoubtedly support that.
On behalf of the School I also thank Parents/Carers for the important role you play in getting our
young people ready for examinations, it is a marathon effort and not a sprint.
As you will know Mr George Rorke joins Thamesview as Headteacher next term and I welcome him to our School and look forward to
working alongside him. I would like to thank all members of the School Community for their support over the last six months – that has
been hugely appreciated. It has been completely my choice and decision to revert back to my role as Deputy Headteacher, where I will
continue to work hard to move our School forward. Mr Rorke will have my full support and I am confident will bring many things that
build on the successes the School has already enjoyed.
I would also like to say thank you to Mr Mark Hodges who leaves Thamesview this year after ten years of loyal service to the School. The
School has gone through many significant improvements in that decade and Mr Hodges has been involved and played a key part in
many of these improvements. Mr Hodges should be proud of the difference he has made to many students and many things at
Thamesview. I wish him well in his new role outside of teaching and I am sure he will be successful in this.
Finally to wish you and your families a restful and sunny half term – eventually after a winter that seemed to drag on forever, better
weather has arrived at last!
We return to School on Monday, 4th June and look forward to seeing all of our students safely back at the normal time on this day.
Ben Streets
Interim Headteacher

Thamesview ’s 50th
Anniversary

GDPR

As part of our
preparations for the
new data protection
legislation which comes
into force from 25th
May 2018, we are
updating our records on
We will be holding an open day on Friday 28th September with school tours a number of areas, and
ensuring that we have the correct level of consent from
and other activities. A big thank you to everyone who has already sent in
photos and memories of your time at Thamesview but we are still looking for parents/carers with regards to data that is collected
more, so now may be a good time to sort out those cupboards, empty those about them and students.
drawers and clear out under the beds. Also we would like to create a
Our updated privacy notice is on the school website and
memory book so if you have any strong memories—they can be funny, sad,
will be on display in the reception area for you to read.
about your friendship groups, trips or outings or teachers please do get in
touch.
This outlines how we collect data and how we process this
data. We are also clarifying the consent for data such as
We are in the early stages of planning several events and information will be photography to be used in school and online.
advertised as soon as details have been confirmed. One of the events we
are hoping to run is a testimonial football match—to celebrate Bob Frame’s All parents should receive a new GDPR consent form and
we ask that you sign and return this on or before 4th June
long career at Thamesview, and the man himself has agreed to referee the
match. So if you would be interested in playing for the ex-students or ex-staff 2018.
team please email your details. We will be having some musical, dance and
It is important to know that these apps and websites give
drama performances by current students and again would welcome any
us a wealth of resources which students can use. Over
ex- students who would be willing to showcase their talents.
the years we have seen students who access these
resources tend to make better progress and achieve
For anything relating to the 50th anniversary please email:
stronger results than those that do not. It also allows the
fifty@thamesview.kent.sch.uk
school to operate in a smooth way using technology to
make the running of the school more efficient and
effective.
As some of you may be aware, next academic year Thamesview will be
celebrating our 50th Anniversary, not the original building, however still a
fantastic milestone. The new building and uniform show how far the school
has progressed and grown over the past 50 years and we intend to
celebrate throughout the year.

If you have any questions about this process then please
contact our Data Protection Lead, Mrs Sandy, who can be
contacted via the school emailschool@thamesview.kent.sch.uk
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Year 12 Fundraising for
Charity
As part of the Service Learning element of the IBCP course, I
organised and carried out a street collection in Gravesend Town
Centre to raise money for FAMILYFOREVERJP, a charity dedicated
to a friend of mine. FAMILYFOREVERJP is a charity for a 17 year
old boy, Jayden Powell who has developed a Glioblastoma brain
tumour, the most aggressive form of cancer. They discovered this
through a regular eye test; therefore whilst doing the collection I
raised awareness for regular eye tests.
Jayden has had the tumour removed multiple times with a year of
chemo and radiotherapy, however unfortunately it kept returning.
His options on the NHS have run out and he cannot get private
treatment in the UK because he is not 18, therefore this charity
set up looks to raise the total of £400,000 to get him to a clinic in
Germany for lifesaving treatment. Jayden and his family are
friends of mine; therefore, with this being a success I have
organised to do more collections in the future with a hope of
reaching their target.
Due to the amount of support and funds the charity has received,
Jayden has been able to go to Germany temporarily to begin
treatment. The results have been positive with Jayden getting his
speech back and recently been able to move his arm, which
stopped working when the tumour developed. Therefore, if the
charity reaches the full amount, he will have a stronger chance of
fighting the cancer for good. It’s for this reason that I look to raise
as much as I can by fundraising in the Town Centre.
Shannon Harvey

Thamesview Parking Facilities
In the interests of safety please could all parents/carers picking up their children
from school wait either outside the school gates or in the car they are picking their
child up in; parents are allowed to use the school car park, but only in the
designated drop-off/picking up areas.
At Thamesview we have disabled students
whose parents/carers need to park as
near to the school as possible so, unless
you are a disabled badge holder, please
refrain from parking in the disabled
parking bays at all times.
Thank you.

Keep connected with the school by checking out
our new Mobile app!
Scan the
QR code to
go straight
to the
download
page!
Keep connected with the school by liking us on
Facebook and following us on Twitter
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Year 11 Construction Site Visit
On Friday 13th April, we took a small group of Year 11 students to visit a construction site. Yes I know it was the Easter
holidays but, the students were happy to give up a day to take advantage of this opportunity. The site was for the new Dover
Leisure Centre and for the contractor BAM, this is a £20million project and will have a national size swimming pool as well as
football pitches, squash courts and a health suite.
We had a presentation by one of the senior site managers and found out lots about the company and even more about the
project and special features such as a hydraulic floor in the teaching pool. The students found out so much about the different
roles, not just the usual contraction trades but the ground workers who are on site long before the electricians, carpenters,
plumbers etc.
We also had a tour of the site, which to be fair was mostly mud with holes in the ground but this was to show the prep work
which goes on before the build which nobody ever sees such as drainage etc.

Mock Interview Final
On Friday 11th May, we held this year’s final for the Mock
Interviews, it was much later than usual due to postponement
because of the snow and exams but, we eventually manged to
hold the final interviews. We had Genny Jones, aka Confidence
Queen, supporting this event and interviewing the six Year 10
students who made it through to this stage: Lois Southwold,
Isabel Newman, Damilola Olorunkunie, Andreea Albert, Chloe
Fraser and Enola Fuller.
All students performed extremely well during the interviews, and
gave a good account of themselves and after intense
deliberation there still wasn’t a clear winner. So for the first
time, in the history of this event, we split first place and the
£100 bowling voucher prize.
The two winning students were: Lois Southwold and Andreea
Albert, both of these students showed maturity and confidence
as well as giving clear concise answers to some very difficult
questions and then asking the interviewers some challenging
questions to end with.

Year 12 Employability
Workshop
At the beginning
of Term 5 we had
two recruitment
experts come
into school to
work with Year
12 students on
their CV’s and interview techniques. Alex Dean and Angela
Entwisle, both from Clarion Housing, worked with the
students on improving their CVs and preparing for
interviews including dealing with questions.
In a very short space of time the students gained in
confidence and had a much clearer understanding of what
employers are looking for in a CV as well as in a candidate.
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Year 7 Netball Tournament
On the 19th April the Year 7 Netball team played their first ever netball
tournament at Rainham School for Girls against various other teams in
Kent. This was the first time playing as a team and they were all very
excited about playing. They got off to a good start with a draw scoring an
early goal. The girls then came up against some really tough teams and
lost some of their games, but all stayed positive throughout and played
their best match at the end with a draw.
The girls played really well and are already planning tactics to improve for
next year. The team consisted of; Abi Stevens, Serenity Percival-Fordham,
Faith Kalil, Macey ShellerRollings, Georgia White,
Rosie-May Ives, Grace
Kennerly and Mia Oakden.
They all put in a massive
effort on the day and
represented the school in an
impeccable manner.
Miss C Pratt
PE Teacher

Year 11 vs Teachers Football Match
On Friday 11th May the Thamesview Year 11 students played in two 6 a side indoor football
matches against the teachers in what is an annual tradition.
Both teams played in good spirits with teachers and students taking the opportunity to give each
other a few knocks, Mr Niven receiving the pick of the bunch from a Chris Fuller shoulder barge.
The Year 11 outfit were very strong this year fielding two teams against the teachers and the staff
would have to lean on some of their experienced players (Mr Ferguson) to help see them through
the games.
The Students were full of fitness and strong on the ball, they just lacked that little bit of ‘panache’
that the teaching side brought to the game and this would mean that they were eventually seen
off five goals to three in both fixtures. Special mentions go to Miss Pratt for expert timing,
Mrs Flowers for Chanting and Mrs Rafferty-Tally for taking photos!
Mr J Martin, PE Subject Leader
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Accelerated Reader

Year 7 and 8 students are participating in a multimedia reading programme called Accelerated Reader (AR). Through
reading comprehension tests, students are told their ideal reading book levels. When they finish their books, students take
an online quiz. This quiz tests to see if they have finished the book and more importantly if they have understood it.
Homework
Students are expected to read a minimum of 20 minutes everyday. We monitor this by using a report that estimates how
much a student is reading by the quizzes they pass. If your child is shown not to be reading enough, they will be asked to
stay after school for a one hour intervention session. This is not a punishment but rather an opportunity for them to catch up
with their reading and for the school to monitor their progress.
Keeping Parents Informed
If you would like to follow your child’s progress, you can sign up to the AR parent portal. In doing this you will receive emails
every time your child completes a quiz and you can see how they are progressing towards their reading targets. To sign up
just go to the school website and select Accelerated Reader Home Connect found under the Student tab. The login is your
child’s AR username and password. Click on Email Setup at the top right-hand corner of the page and complete the form.
Please do not hesitate to email me if you have any questions (v.fox@thamesview.kent.sch.uk).
Recognition
Big congratulations go out to 7h/En2! They have become the second class ever at Thamesview to achieve the AR Master
Class status. Students in this class were able to demonstrate that they were reading for more than 25 minutes a day and
get 85% or higher on all their book quizzes. This is an outstanding achievement and these students should be very proud of
themselves.
World Book Day 2.0: Thamesview’s Book Day

Costume winner from left to right:
1st Place, 2nd Place and joint 3rd place winners

Winners of the Book Quiz

Murder
in the
Library
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World Book Day 2.0: Thamesview’s Book Day
World Book Day on 1st March was cancelled this year due to nearly a week of snow days. Many students were upset at the loss of a
chance to celebrate books, reading and dressing up so we rescheduled it for the 19 th April. As it was no longer World Book Day, we
rebranded it, calling it ‘Thamesview’s Book Day’ instead.
To celebrate, students were given the option of coming to school in their own clothes and donating £1 to the Read for Good charity
(formally known as Readathon) or dressing up as a book character. The school collected over £600 for the charity! Students who
dressed up were invited to the library during break for a costume parade and some nibbles. The winner of the best costume went to
Lucianna Horsham who won a £20 Bluewater voucher.
The celebration continued at lunch time where there was a Murder in the Library. In a Cluedo style fashion, students had to find clues
around the school to figure out who the murderer was, where the victim was killed and what weapon was used. The first group of
detectives that returned to the library with the correct location, weapon and murderer, won. As a reward for their hard work, they
received 8 golden nuggets (also known as a box of Ferrero Rocher).
To complete the day, students were invited to take part in a book quiz after school. Teams fought a battle of wits to determine whose
knowledge of books was the greatest. The quiz was designed to encourage all levels of readers to come along and have a go. As a
result, some reluctant readers surprised themselves with how much they knew and left saying it was ‘actually, really good fun’ (high
praise indeed).
U3A Reading Partnership
At the end of March the Thamesview-U3A (University of the Third Age) reading program concluded
after yet another productive and inspiring year.
During the last five years, U3A volunteers have given up their time to sit with our students on a
weekly basis to help them with their reading. Our students received individual support in improving
their vocabulary, phonics and overall reading fluency.
The reading program runs every year from October to March and during this time students who are
struggling with their reading or are reluctant readers are selected to take part. By the end of the
program most students test at a higher reading-comprehension age than when they started. Due to
the success of our partnership with the U3A, we hope to continue this program for many years to
come.
Thank you very much to all our volunteers. You have had a significant positive impact on our
students.

And remember Thamesview, keeeeeeeep reading!!
Mrs Fox, Librarian

Easter Bake Competition
Before the end of Term 4, some of the students who were doing Food in their
Technology classes were given the opportunity to enter an Easter Cake Bake
Competition organised by Sodexo. They did not have a lot of time to prepare,
bake and decorate the cakes.
Judging was carried out by Mrs Brown (Catering manager) with three prizes
awarded.
Competition winners:
1st place — Harry Flower Year 9 (£10 gift voucher)
2nd place — Alice Newman—Year 8 (£5 gift voucher)
3rd place — Olimpio Winder—Year 9 (£5 gift voucher)
All other entries were entitled to a free cookie when presenting the catering staff
with their entry form. Well done to all those that took part.
Mrs Abrey
Food teacher
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Key Events:


















Diary Dates

Mon 4th June - First Day of Term 6
Thurs 7th June - Year 9 Parents’ Evening 4pm - 7pm
Tue 19th June - KS3 PPG Awards Evening 5pm
Staff Development Days:
Tue 26th June - Year 10 Year Parents’ Evening 4pm 7pm
Monday 23rd July 2018
Wed 27th June - Year 11 Prom
Tuesday 24th July 2018
Thurs 28th June - Year 11 Leavers’ Assembly. Time TBC.
W/c 2nd July - Year 10 Mock Examination Week
Tue 3rd July - Year 11 into Year 12 Taster Day
Please note that the school will be
Fri 6th July - Year 6 Induction Day
closed on these days for students.
W/c 9th July - Year 9 Exam week in Maths/English/Sci
W/c 9th July - Year 10 Work Experience week
Wed 11th July - Year 7 Kingswood Centre Ashford Trip
Mon 16th July - Behaviour Reward Day
Tue 17th July - Sports Day
Wed 18th July - Thamesview's Got Talent Summer Show
Fri 20th July - Last Day of Term for students
Mon 23rd & Tue 24th July - Staff Development Days- NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS

Dates

6

Monday 4th June to
Tuesday 24th July

1

Monday 3rd September to
Friday 19th October

2

Monday 29th October to
Wednesday 19th December

3
(2019)

Thursday 3rd January to

4
(2019)

Monday 25th February to

5
(2019)

Tue 23rd April to

Friday 15th February 2019

Friday 5th April 2019

First day back
reminder……. Term 6 starts on Monday

Water Bottles
We all know that water is good for us, but often the reasons are a little
fuzzy. And even if we know why we should drink water, its not a habit
many people form.
With the warmer weather approaching us (fingers crossed) it is
important we all stay hydrated. Therefore, please encourage your
child to bring to school a water bottle. A lot of people find it useful to
buy a large bottle, fill it with water and carry it around with them all day.
Students can purchase at morning and lunch break a bottle of water
from the canteen.
Adequate hydration is important for proper functioning of the brain.
When we are well hydrated, brain cells are better supplied with fresh,
oxygen-laden blood, and the brain remains alert.

Parent Views

At Thamesview we value our parents’ opinions and
continued support. We offer parents the opportunity to tell
us your views at school events and have been very pleased
by the positive responses. You are invited to complete our
parent view questionnaire at the web address below:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/tvsparentview
We look forward to hearing your views.

Term

Friday 24th May 2019

4th June 2018 for all Students

