Thamesview School

Spring Term 3
F e b r u a r y 2 0 18

T H A ME S V I E WS
Inside this Issue:
Headteacher’s Letter

Business & Enterprise

Library Corner

7

Numerate

Dates to Remember

Special points of
interest:TVSC
Library Corner
Numerate
Mobile Phones in school

Community
Name

During the School Council meetings we have been working on many
different projects. One of our projects was to put together an
application for Dragons’ Den, and we were pleased to find out that
2 we won the £400 bid to focus on bullying and emotional and mental
wellbeing.

To make this beneficial for every student at Thamesview we are
3 putting a system in place for someone to talk to regarding bullying
and emotional wellbeing and helping a situation that could be
resolved by talking to a trained member of the School Council.
4-5
Students who are members of the School Council are having
Restorative Justice training. This will help students who are in situations that need someone to help them
6-7 and, furthermore, this will help students being trained to become more responsible and experienced in
helping others.

Mock Exams
Timetable






Business & Enterprise

In November 2017, the School Council also raised a new record of over £1,000 for Children in Need and we
all hope to achieve better this year!

Our final project that we worked on together was an amazing opportunity for Thamesview School. We
8 completed a funding application for Pay it Forward, a scheme which is part of Head Start Kent. Our
application was evaluated by a group of young people and we are pleased to confirm that we won the bid of
£1,000 to support the School Council. It’s a lot of money to spend, but our ideas were to have a safe space
for young people to go to; having lava lamps and expensive resources re booklets, and to help students get
support and information about certain topics that they don’t want to tell anyone about.
We are also looking at trips for young people who we feel, are achieving in lessons massively. Trips that
might include horsing riding, yoga classes and any other ideas that students may have.
Chloe Fraser, School Council Coordinator and Thamesview School Prefect

Points

Challenger

34

Discovery

25

Endeavour

37

Enterprise

26

‘Being in the School
Council has made me
gain confidence’
Chloe Fraser
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We are all the product of the choices we make in life, part of growing up is discovering the right choices and
a key part of our role at Thamesview is supporting our students to find the correct path for them and have
the best opportunities and future they can.
I am inspired every day by the students here and the choices they make, whether it is the conduct of our
Year Ten students on our recent Mock Interviews day, our School Council training themselves to support
other students, our Year Elevens who have been complimented on what great role models they are when
interviewing for Sixth Form places, or simply just acts of kindness and good behaviour seen daily in our
School community. The vast majority of students are making the best choices the vast majority of the time.
Occasionally wrong choices are made, sometimes consequences of actions are not thought about, whether that be rude behaviour or
not behaving sensibly on the way to or from School. When we can work together with parents/carers I believe we can be most effective
in correcting those wrong choices and form a strong partnership to put things back on track. I want to say thanks to a number of
parents/carers who over this term have worked with the School to ensure we maintain the highest standards here. A good Home/School
partnership is a real asset to all of our students and a key ingredient to success.
We have Parent Evenings’ and some other events coming up in Term Four - including an evening for all Year Eleven parents looking at
how revision can be best supported at home, this is an outside company we have used before and students and staff have found
extremely helpful, so I would like to extend the invitation to parents/carers to come in and listen as well. Further details will be sent out
on this. As always please do contact the school if you would like to discuss any aspect of your child's education here.
Have a pleasant half term and we look forward to seeing our students back on Monday 19th February!
B Streets
Interim Headteacher

Dropping Off Forgotten Items for Students in the Main
Office
There has been an increase in parents/carers dropping off items their child has forgotten to bring with them to school, such as
forgotten homework, PE kits, lunch and/or money, mobile phones and locker keys to name a few.
We would like to take this opportunity to remind all our students and their parents/carers that it is paramount all students’ are well
organised and prepared in the morning before they leave home in bringing with them their PE kits, homework etc. and not relying on
someone else to bring in forgotten items on their behalf. At Thamesview School we promote the importance in being organised and
believe it is a life skill our students will need in their working life. There are some school’s in Kent that do not allow parents/carers on
school site to drop off forgotten items.
Please also note it is the responsibility of the student to come and collect their dropped off items from the main office. No members of
Thamesview staff will take items to the student. The Tannoy is used to call students at morning break and lunch time. If a student does
not come to the Main Office to collect their items, it will be available to collect the next school day.

Making an Appointment to Meet
with a Member of Staff at
Thamesview
Please can we take this opportunity to remind all parents/carers who would
like to meet with a member of staff to please book an appointment in the
first instance, rather than coming straight to the school reception to ask to see a member of staff. As you may appreciate, most
teachers may be teaching, in a previously booked meeting or absent. So to avoid disappointment, please book a meeting first by
calling the main office who can direct you with your request.
Should you need to meet with your child’s Welfare Support Manager, namely, Miss Weedon or Mrs Topsfield, please call or email the
following to book an appointment. Miss Weedon and Mrs Topsfield are not always available to see parents/carers who visit the school
on an ad hoc basis, so to avoid disappointment, please call the following numbers.
Miss Weedon, Welfare Manager for Enterprise & Discovery 01474 566 552 ext 1235 t.weedon@thamesview.kent.sch.uk
Mrs Topsfield, Welfare Manager for Endeavour & Challenger 01474 566 552 ext 1231 t.topsfield@thamesview,kent.sch.uk
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.
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March 2018 Year 11 Mock Exams Provisional Timetable
Date

Start

Duration

Component Title

Tue 13 Mar

08:55

01:45

9-1 Mock Exam English Language Comp 1

Tue 13 Mar

11:15

01:30

9-1 Maths Mock Exam paper 1 Foundation and Higher

Tue 13 Mar

13:55

01:00

GCSE Bus Comm Mock Exam Unit 8

Wed 14 Mar

08:55

01:30

9-1 Maths Mock Exam Paper 2 Foundation and Higher

Wed 14 Mar

11:15

02:00

9-1 Mock Exam English Language Comp 2

Wed 14 Mar

13:55

00:35

9-1 French Mock Exam Paper 1 Listening Foundation

Wed 14 Mar

13:55

00:45

9-1 French Mock Exam Paper 1 Listening Higher

Thu 15 Mar

08:55

01:30

9-1 Maths Mock Exam Paper 3 Foundation and Higher

Thu 15 Mar

11:15

01:45

9-1 Science Mock Exam Biology Paper 1 Foundation

Thu 15 Mar

11:15

01:10

9-1Combined Science Mock Biology Paper 1 Foundation and Higher

Thu 15 Mar

11:15

01:45

9-1 Science Biology Mock Exam Paper 1 Higher

Thu 15 Mar

13:55

01:00

9-1 French Mock Exam Paper 3 Higher Reading

Thu 15 Mar

13:55

00:45

9-1 French Mock Exam Paper 3 Reading Foundation

Thu 15 Mar

13:55

01:00

9-1 Spanish Mock Exam Paper 3 Reading Higher

Thu 15 Mar

13:55

00:45

9-1 Spanish Mock Exam Paper 3 Foundation Reading

Fri 16 Mar

08:55

01:45

9-1 English Literature Mock Exam Comp 1 Year 11 & 10

Fri 16 Mar

11:15

01:45

9-1 Science Biology Mock Exam Paper 2 Foundation and Higher

Fri 16 Mar

11:15

01:10

9-1 Combined Science Mock Biology Paper 2 Foundation and Higher

Fri 16 Mar

13:40

01:15

9-1 French and Spanish Mock Exam Paper 4 Higher Writing

Fri 16 Mar

13:55

01:00

9-1 French and Spanish Mock Exam Paper 4 Writing Foundation

Mon 19 Mar

08:40

02:15

9-1 English Literature Mock Exam Comp 2 Year 11 & 10

Mon 19 Mar

11:15

01:30

9-1 Geography Mock Exam Comp 1

Mon 19 Mar

13:55

00:45

9-1 Spanish Mock Exam Paper 1 Higher Listening

Mon 19 Mar

13:55

00:35

9-1 Spanish Mock Exam Paper 1 Foundation Listening

Tue 20 Mar

08:55

01:45

9-1 Science Chemistry Mock Exam paper 1 Foundation and Higher

Tue 20 Mar

08:55

01:10

9-1 Combined Sci Paper 1 Mock Chemistry Foundation and Higher

Tue 20 Mar

11:15

01:30

9-1 Geography Mock Exam Comp 2

Tue 20 Mar

13:55

01:00

BTEC ICT

Wed 21 Mar

08:55

01:15

9-1 Geography Mock Exam Comp 3

Wed 21 Mar

11:15

01:45

9-1 Science Chemistry Mock Exam Paper 2 Foundation and Higher

Wed 21 Mar

11:15

01:10

9-1 Combined Science Paper 2 Mock Chemistry Foundation and Higher

Wed 21 Mar

13:55

01:00

BTEC PE

Thu 22 Mar

08:55

01:45

9-1 Science Physics Mock Exam Paper 1 Foundation and Higher

Thu 22 Mar

08:55

01:10

9-1 Combined Science Paper 1 Mock Physics Foundation and Higher

Thu 22 Mar

11:15

01:15

GCSE Psychology Mock Exam Paper 1

Fri 23 Mar

08:55

01:45

9-1 Science Physics Mock Exam Paper 2 Foundation and Higher

Fri 23 Mar

08:55

01:10

9-1 Combined Science Paper 2 Mock Physics Foundation and Higher

Fri 23 Mar

11:15

01:45

GCSE Psychology Mock Exam Paper 2

Mon 26 Mar

08:55

01:30

9-1 Computer Science Mock Exam Paper 1

Mon 26 Mar

11:15

01:20

9-1 History Mock Exam Comp 1

Mon 26 Mar

13:55

01:00

BTEC Construction and Salon Services Mock Exam

Tue 27 Mar

08:55

01:30

9-1 Computer Science Mock Exam Paper 2

Tue 27 Mar

11:15

01:20

9-1 History Mock Exam Comp 2

Tue 27 Mar

13:55

01:00

BTEC Mock Music Exam

Wed 28 Mar

08:55

01:20

9-1 History Mock Exam Comp 3

Wed 28 Mar

11:15

01:15

Wed 28 Mar

11:15

01:30

OCR Child Dev. Mock Exams
GCSE Bus Comm Mock Exam Unit 9
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Construction Youth Workshop
On Monday 11th December 2017, we ran a construction workshop for a group of Year 10 students which was delivered by
Construction Youth. The workshop lasted most of the morning and students worked in groups to design a kitchen for
families with specific needs.
The students had to work to a brief and include special features for each of the families. They then went on and designed a
flyer advertising their kitchen fitting company. The students worked really well together and developed some important skills
during the morning including: teamwork, communication and leadership .

Networking at the Market
Thamesview students were once again invited to attend the Christmas Networking Breakfast run by Gravesham Borough
Council. Chloe Fraser and Daniel Greenway, both Year 10 students, met at the Old Market a little after 7am on a dark
December morning. The students set up and manned the reception desk, meeting and greeting delegates, issuing name
badges and event information.
Once the meeting got underway the students had an opportunity to mingle and network as well as listening to some
business pitches from local and new companies as well as enjoying a bacon roll or two.
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Dragons’ Den
Once again we ran the ever popular Dragons’ Den competition in school during
December 2017, with the final being held in January 2018. The competition is
open to clubs, groups and those activities outside of the classroom. It is student
lead, with support from staff to improve their club etc. The prize is £500 which
must be used as described in their business plan and presentation.
This year students from the School Council won, with a proposal to offer training
to students on the School Council who will then be able to offer support to
students who may be struggling, worried or anxious about different issues or
situations.
However, they only asked for £400 so we had some money spare which was
then offered to Luke Sinden’s team who want to create an outside space for
students on
Alternative
Pathways to
exercise and
enjoy some fresh air.
Luke’s plan also included creating a fish pond but unfortunately the
budget won’t extend to this. Mr Streets has since asked the group to
make a plan to renovate the existing pond and greenhouse area, and this
will hopefully be actioned over the next year.

Year 10 Mock Interviews
On Friday 26th January 2018, we held our annual Year 10 Mock Interviews and we had local employers and business people come into
school to interview the students. All students attended a workshop on the previous day to complete an application form, which the
employer used as part of the interview.
Students were invited to attend on Friday in smart business dress or full uniform. Each employer was asked to nominate the students,
out of the students they interviewed, who they would give the job to.
Look out for next term’s newsletter for the top 12 students and details of the next stage.

Spring Term 3

Page 6

Accelerated Reader
Year 7 and 8 students are participating in a multimedia reading programme called Accelerated Reader (AR). Through reading
comprehension tests, students are told their ideal reading book levels. When they finish their books, students take an online
quiz. This quiz tests to see if they have finished the book and more importantly if they have understood it.

Homework
Students are expected to read a minimum of 20 minutes everyday. We monitor this by using a report that estimates how
much a student is reading by the quizzes they pass. If your child is shown not to be reading enough, they will be asked to stay
after school for a one hour intervention session. This is not a punishment but rather an opportunity for them to catch up with
their reading and for the school to monitor their progress.

Keeping Parents Informed
If you would like to follow your child’s progress, you can sign up to the AR parent portal. In doing this you will receive emails
every time your child completes a quiz and you can see how they are progressing towards their reading targets. To sign up
just go to the school website and select Accelerated Reader Home Connect found under the Student tab. The login is your
child’s AR username and password. Click on Email Setup at the top right-hand corner of the page and complete the form.
Please do not hesitate to email me if you have any questions (v.fox@thamesview.kent.sch.uk).

Scholastic Half Price Book Fair
We’ve had another fantastic book fair result, more than £500 (RRP £1000)
worth of books were sold! It is wonderful to see that in a world full of
distractions, students are still finding time to sit down with a good book.

AR Award Pizza Party
Congratulations Year 7 Challenger and Year 8 Enterprise students for having the communities with the most targets
achieved!
The award pizza party was a big hit. Along with crisps, cakes and of course pizza, there were some amazing dance moves.
Well done to everyone who worked so hard throughout terms 1 and 2. Can’t wait to see who will win the next pizza party!
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Are You Encouraging Your Child to be Numerate?
Evidence from National Numeracy, a charity which focuses on raising low levels of numeracy in both adults and children, shows that
those with low levels of numeracy can struggle with employment, health and completing education. Of even more concern, they run an
increased risk of becoming part of the adult prison population.
As a school we are working on students’ numeracy skills, not only in Mathematics, but across the curriculum and within form time
sessions.
Any activity that asks a child to make decisions or work with numbers is classed as a numeracy activity and can make a difference to a
student’s relationship with numbers and their ability to work with them.
Those which are particularly beneficial are those which need them to:





Find and understand information from data, charts and diagrams e.g. using a train or bus timetable
Solve problems and understand why an answer to a problem is the correct one. e.g. choosing a mobile phone given the functions
needed and the money available.
Make logical and reasoned decisions e.g. what to eat in a restaurant given the amount of money they have to spend.

More ideas are available at http://www.familymathstoolkit.org.uk/activities-for-children, where
activities are given depending on the age of child you are working with and the area of every day life you
want to incorporate them into.
Any opportunity to do this with a student can impact on their ability and confidence especially if you are
positive about working with numbers and praise the effort they show rather than them just
getting the correct answer.
Mrs E Davies, Director of Science

Book Club
Once a week a group of students meet up to discuss books in our Book Club. This term students read ‘The Art of Being Normal’ by Lisa
Williamson. It was a book about teens discovering who they really are and struggling to be accepted by the world. Here are some
student reviews:
“I wasn’t too interested but it had a plot that changed which was cool.” - Year 9 Student
“It sucks you in, making you ask all sorts of questions and you keep reading, unable to put it down. Then it answers your questions and
makes you think.” - Year 8 Student
“I thoroughly enjoyed this book. Characters are easy to relate to and the plot was interesting and left me always wondering what’s
next.” - Year 9 Student
‘It takes on important subjects that are not generally discussed and gives an interesting twist.” - Year 9 Student
“Very deep and moving. It talks about subjects that some people are scared to talk about.”- Year 9 Student
“I enjoyed it because it’s different to my regular life.” - Year 7 Student

And remember Thamesview, keeeeeeeep
reading!!
Mrs. Fox, Librarian

Thamesview Parking Facilities
In the interests of safety please could all parents/carers picking up their children
from school wait either outside the school gates or in the car they are picking their
child up in; parents are allowed to use the school car park, but only in the
designated drop-off/picking up areas.
At Thamesview we have disabled students
whose parents/carers need to park as
near to the school as possible so, unless
you are a disabled badge holder, please
refrain from parking in the disabled
parking bays at all times.
Thank you.

Keep connected with the school by checking out
our new Mobile app!
Scan the
QR code to
go straight
to the
download
page!
Keep connected with the school by liking us on
Facebook and following us on Twitter
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Key Events:
 Mon 19th February - First Day of Term 4
 Thurs 22nd February - Year 11 Parents’ Evening 4-7pm
 W/C 26th February - Year 11 into Year 12 Sixth Form
Interviews 3-4pm (All Week)
 Thurs 1st March - World Book Day
 Thurs 8th March - School Options Evening
 Mon 12th March - Staff Development Day - No














Diary Dates
Staff Development Days:
Monday 12th March 2018
Monday 23rd July 2018
Tuesday 24th July 2018

Term

Dates

4

Monday 19th February to
Thursday 29th March

5

Monday 16th April to
Friday 25th May

6
Monday 4th June to
SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS
Bank Holidays:
Tuesday 24th July
Thurs 15th March - Year 7 Parents’ Evening 4-7pm
Monday 7th May 2018
Wed 21st March - World Poetry Day
Monday 3rd September to
1
Thurs 22nd and Fri 23rd March - School Concert
Please note that the school will be
Friday 19th October
Fri 23rd March - Sport Relief 2018
closed on these days for students.
Thurs 29th March - Last day of Term 4
Monday 29th October to
2
Mon 16th April - First day of Term 5
Wednesday 19th December
Tue 17th April - KS3 PPG Awards Evening 6pm - 7pm
Thurs 26th April - Year 11 Parents Evening - Mock Feedback 4pm - 7pm
Thursday 3rd January to
3
Tue 1st May - Year 11 Parents Evening - Mock Feedback
(2019) Friday 15th February 2019
4pm - 7pm
Wed 2nd May: HPV Vaccinations - Year 8 Girls
Term 4 starts on Monday 19th February 2018 for
Wed 9th May: Year 8 Parents’ Evening 4pm - 7pm
Fri 25th May - Last Day of Term 5
all Students
Mon 4th June - First Day of Term 6

First day back
reminder…….

Mobile Phone Ban Within
Lessons
As you are aware if mobile phones are brought into school all students
must be responsible for ensuring their mobile phones are switched off,
be out of sight (not in top pockets), only allowed to be used before
school, after school, break and lunch time.
Teaching and Learning is paramount at Thamesview and all lessons
should be focused on learning and not being distracted by mobile
phones in lesson time.
Below are the rules for confiscation of mobile phones for each new
term.
1st time – Phone confiscated and a Whole School Detention issued.
Student to collect phone from the Main Office at 3.05pm.
2nd time – Phone removed, given to the office and the parent to
collect it at their convenience.
3rd time – Phone removed, given to the office and parent to collect it.
Following this, the student must hand in their phone to the office every
morning and the student will be placed in the inclusion room for a day.

Parent Views

At Thamesview we value our parents’ opinions and
continued support. We offer parents the opportunity to tell
us your views at school events and have been very pleased
by the positive responses. You are invited to complete our
parent view questionnaire at the web address below:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/tvsparentview
We look forward to hearing your views.

